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REGIONAL AFFAIRS 


GCC Joint Security Pact 
944h0127A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 9 Jun 94 p 


[Article by Musiata Alaw), professor of political science 
College of Economics and Social Sciences at the Univer- 
sity of Cairo] 


[Text] The security of the Gulf was not a major problem 
on the agenda of the regional and international systems 
before 1971. At that time, there was still a British 
military presence in the region “east of Suez,” exercising 
its role in influencing the balances of power in order to 
safeguard the Wests ol interests and strengthening 
“stability” in the region. At the same time, the interac- 
tions of political life in the region had not produced 
anything that might have been considered a dangerous 
threat to those interests and that stability. 


But conditions changed, the map changed, and power 
balances fluctuated after the British withdrawal from the 
Gulf in 1971: the Arab Gulf states have become inde- 
pendent, and the order of membership in the regional 
system of this sensitive area of the world changed. 
However, radical transformations have taken place there 
subsequently, leading to kev changes in the power and 
security relationships. Chief among the transformations 
were the two oi] shocks, in 1974 and then again in 1979. 
They gave the Gulf oi] countries their legitimate right to 
control their most important natural resource, and deci- 
sons relating to its production, marketing. and pricing. 
Then the Iranian revolution in 1979 introduced the 
concepts of revolution and ideology, changing the net- 
work of power and interest relationships, and helped to 
establish the objective conditions that led subsequently 
to the outbreak of the long Iran-Iraq war. The outcome 
of this war set the stage for the outbreak of the second 
Gulf war, which in turn led to profound and dangerous 


effects, changed the power structures and concepts of 


security. not only in the Gulf region, but at the pan-Arab 
level, in the whole Middle East, and perhaps even at the 
global level 


Security the Major Concern of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council [GCC]: 


This 1s how the power structures, authority, and web of 


relations and links in the Gulf region were known and 
how they experienced four major shocks, or even earth- 
quakes, with tremendous effects, in less than 20 years 


Hence the question of “the security of the Gulf” itself 


was placed firmly and insistently on the agenda of the 
regimes of the Gulf, the Arabs, and the world. The 
countries of the Arab Gulf have understood since the 
beginning that their region has great significance to the 
world. It is one of the most important oil-producing 
regions, as its lands contain more than two-thirds of the 


world’s proven reserves. Oil is still the primary source of 


energy in the world, and will remain so for a considerable 
time. The current culture of the world may be character- 
ized in one aspect as an “orl culture,” so that what 
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happens in this region alfects world stability and secur) 
directly. This region 1s vital to the global economy and to 
industnial civilization, and to the international political 
balance. The superpowers, which occupy the summit of 
the world power structure, have major established inter 
ests in the region’s oil, and at the same time there are 
other countries in the Gulf region that have greater 
resources and capabilities for power than those pos- 
sessed by the Arab Gulf states. The result is that the 
latter have tended to gather, coordinate, and form a blo 
to confront the threats, challenges, and dangers arising 
from the profound changes that have taken place in the 
region since the early 1970s 


In their quest to maintain their security and develop it, 
they have recourse to three [number as published] levels 
of arrangements and policies. Foremost among them 1s 
the national arrangements and policies based on the 
powers and national strengths of the countries to achieve 
their security and. secondly, the international arrange- 
ments and measures achieved through the countries’ 
participation in international organizations aimed at 
protecting and safeguarding global security. The most 
important of these 1s the United Nations. It may seem to 
a country that these two levels are insufficient to main- 
tain its security—and experience always proves that they 
are insufficient—and this 1s what led Western countries 
to establish the Atlantic Alliance and the formerly 
socialist countries to establish the now disbanded 
Warsaw Pact. These countries made regional arrange- 
ments that brought together a number of neighboring 
and poliucally and culturally compatible countries to 
‘ork towards developing a feeling of national security in 
ach. 


In this context, the Gulf Cooperation Council was born 
in May 1981, 1n response to grave security threats, and 
an attempt to address new, unaccustomed threats, espe- 
cially those posed by the Iran-Iraq war, and prior to that 
the revolution in Iran, and its construction of an ideo- 
logical model in the regional movement based on the 
principle of exporting the revolution. 


The GCC and Gulf Security, Flexibility Key to 
Movement: 


Despite the fact that it 1s natural for the GCC to be 
concerned with the various aspects of security that affect 
its member states, and for their participation, by both 
joining and taking action, it 1s logical for the greatest 
concern and focus of the GCC to be on the security of the 
Gulf. Thus the GCC has a concern and position at the 
Arab and global levels of security. 


The concept of Gulf security has three levels: the security 
of the Gulf states, the security of Gulf security, and the 
security of the other, non-member states of the GCC. 
The GCC’s work may have established a base for the first 
level, without neglecting the other two. 


The GCC acts to secure 1ts member states, guarantee 
their stability, and protect them from existing and poten- 
tial threats and dangers, but it 1s also concerned with the 
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freedom of navigation in Gulf waters. This as of vital 
importance to the national interests of the countries, 
because of its importance to the interests of the great 
powers, which could intervene militarily should interna 
tional maritime freedom be threatened there. This 1s 
intervention that, should it occur, harms the interests of 
all the states of the region. The GCC also believes that 
stable conditions in Iran and Iraq can strengthen the 
security of its member states, thus it has always called for 
a policy of good-neighborliness, cooperation, and dia- 
logue, rather than conflict, as a method of managing 
relations among the countries of the Gulf 


Since its founding. ihe GCC has paid attention to 
building an organizational framework in order to give a 
good measure of coordination and cooperation among 
its members in the security field. Since . anuary 1982, the 
first meetings of ministers of defense began, and their 
routine meetings continued after that date. Meetings of 
the chiefs of staff followed, they studied the conditions 
that represented a threat to the GCC states and the 
available military means for confronting it. They sub- 
mitted their recommendations to the ministers of 
defense for discussion and adoption. The Council has a 
permanent military committee, which has subcommit- 
tees and branch working groups, which prepare studies 
and follow up implementation. Issues relating to internal 
security and crime fighting, with political dimensions, or 
linked to the concept of national security, such as 
counter-narcotics and terrorism, are the province of the 
member states’ ministers of the interior. Above all these 
groups, the GCC has a commission for grievance reso- 
lution among the member states, it 1s the Supreme 
Council, held annually in December every vear, with the 
participation of kings, presidents, and emirs. It 1s 
enough, in this regard, to point out the regularity of the 
meetings of the GCC’s agencies concerned with security 
affairs. The ministerial council meets at least six times 
per year, an average of once every two months—a 
practice that 1s no longer common at the pan-Arab level 
In recent vears 


The fact 1s that the GCC’s work in the field of safe- 
guarding the security of the Gulf. or more precisely the 
security of its member states, 1s firmly based on the 
principle of “joint defense.” It 1s the view of the GCC 
that any aggression on one State constitutes aggression on 
all the GCC states, so that coordination, support, and 
mutual assistance for whoever 1s facing aggression or a 
grave threat, are essential. The GCC’s mission 1s to 
“support the regional safety of the member states,” 1n 
accordance with the Supreme Council’s charter and the 
resolutions it adopted in the December 1987 session. 


Action taken on the principle of joint defense requires 
military defense cooperation among the member States. 
Thus the GCC strives to embody this principle practi- 
cally by forming a military joint defense force, the 
Peninsula Shield. This force has, primarily, a political 
and symbolic significance, as it cannot deal with any 
aggression or grave threat from the GCC's neighbors. 
While the GCC may reaffirm its solidarity and support 
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for regional safety and the member states’ national 
security in the face of aggression against them, or imm) 
nent threat, as it did when Kuwait was invaded by [rag 
in August 1990. the GCC has contirmed the fact that the 
military capability available to 1t—both the joint Penin 
sula Shield forces and the national military capability ot 
any given member state—are insufficient to resist of 
deter any large-scale aggression 


The establishment of a large joint military force, with 
Strategic significance, remains one of the available 
options, theoretically at least, before the strategic move- 
ment of the GCC in its quest to secure and protect the 
security of 1ts member states in the period following the 
second Gulf war. There are, however, major restrictions 
that hamper chances for bringing this option into the 
realm of possibility and practical implementation. This 
is What led the GCC states to postpone settlement on the 
details of the implementation of this option, though 1 
accepted them in principle. Examples of the mayor 
details in this regard are the agreement on the bases and 
Standards for selecting human resources; military con- 
sciption policy for the yoint force; the distribution of its 
forces among the member states, agreement on sites for 
posting and deploying the forces, on the command and 
control system, the communications system, the nature 
of relations between them and the member states’ armed 
forces, the volume of the force, 1ts \ eapons and training 
and other requirements that require agreement upon 
them in time, plus the long and difficult: negotiating 
work 


To deal with this dilemma (the imbalance between the 
GCC's own capabilities and the nature and scale of 
dangers). especially after the second Gulf war, the GC( 
has turned to a number of other important policies and 
principles that guarantee it, to a reasonable extent, 
continuity and effectiveness with member states having 
the freedom to choose alternatives and arrangements in 
line with their individuals circumstances and capabili- 
ties. Here there 1s gradual progress as a modus operand), 
flexibility as a movement, persuasion as a channel of 
communication, and interaction inside the Council to 
ensure that its continuity in facing the challenges are no 
longer greate: than 1ts own capabilities at this early stage 
of the GCC’s life and evolution 


We refer in this regard to the discrepancies the GC¢ 
accepts in its members’ efforts to make arrangements 
each sees as being best to protect its security and guar- 
antee it at the present time; whereas one country might 
choose the effective joint Gulf force and deterrence and 
still defend it, another country might prefer to maintain 
a bilateral arrangement with a non-Gulf Arab country 
leading to the continued presence of the latter's forces on 
the territory of the former. A third country might prefer 
to rely primarily on developing or even multiplying the 
volume of 1ts own national armed forces’ capabilities. 
and yet another country might adopt bilateral defense 
arrangements with great powers outside the region, to 
carry out its mission in the view of these countries and 
conditions cf the second Gulf war and in its aftermath 
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What 1s noteworthy 1s that the flexibility here, while it 
permits disparities in the plans of action of the member 
states individually to achieve the goal of protecting its 
national security, stili lies within the bases and principles 
of a general agreed-upon framework. This consists of the 
preference for possessing a joint Gulf deterrent force, 
plus the development for armed forces in each member 
State in the long term, and allowing each member state to 
have recourse to defense arrangements with foreign 
countries to boost their ability to face short-term dan- 
gers. There was total accord among GCC member states, 
during the second Gulf crisis, to request military aid and 
forces from fraternal countnes (Egypt and Syma) and 
friendly countries (the United States, Britain, and 
France) to confront the Iraqi aggression, which threat- 
ened to eliminate the independent state of Kuwait from 
the map of the region, to say nothing of the threat to the 
regional safety and national security of the other Arab 
Gulf states. 


Besides the principle of flexibility, the GCC’s permanent 
position, which seeks to encircle and contain crises, and 
to exert the greatest possible patience, wisdom. and 
self-control in the face of others’ provocations, and some 
of their threats, there 1s another course of action that 
reflects the GCC’s understanding of the circumstances 
and relations of the regional force. and the member 
states wish not to escalate tensions to a level that would 
require large foreign forces in Gulf waters to secure 
freedom of international navigation. Thus faced with 
other Gulf states’ attempts to stir up or ignite crises, the 
GCC has always had recourse to a strategy of avoiding 
crises and containing them when they do occur. as suits 
the interests of its member states’ national security, as 
well as the regional security of the entire Gulf 


If the containment of crises and tensions 1s the way to 
secure the waters of the Gulf and freedom of navigation, 
escaping them leads not only to the coming of vast 
foreign forces to these waters, but also, perhaps, to some 
Gulf states offering naval facilities to some of the foreign 
naval units with the aim of securing international 
freedom of navigation in the Gulf, as Mr. Fahd Bin- 
Mahmud al-Sa‘id, Oman’s deputy prime minister for 
legal affairs, stated to the magazine AL-HAWADITH on 
16 October 1987 


The GCC’s committed effort to contain crises 1s rein- 
forced by its call for the peaceful settlement of wars. 
crises, and conflicts that may occur among the countries 
of the region, to commit themselves to a policy of 
good-neighborliness, non-interference in internal affairs, 
dialogue, repudiation of aggression, and eschewing the 
cutting of diplomatic ties in dealing with parties to crises 
that do not pose a threat to the existence of the GCC 
states. The Council alwavs avoids drastic measures, and 
believes in the importance of communication and dia- 
logue through diplomatic channels as a means of 
resolving crises and conflicts with others. 


The area in which the GCC has clearly been unsuccessful 
1s that of disputes among its members. In spite of the fact 
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that the GCC has a commission for the resolution of 
grievances, it has not been able to resolve border dis- 
putes among its member states. To be perfectly truthful, 
the inability of organizations and legal entities to settle 
international disputes 1s a general characteristic of exper- 
iments in international organization in the Arab world 
and the Third World as a whole. Perhaps the effective- 
ness of these legal entities in settling disputes requires 
more time, longer experience, better intermediaries, and 
a less disordered environment. 


In the end, in spite of everything, it may be said of the 
GCC that its record in the area of coordinating security 
and defense policies in the brief time since 1ts founding, 
is rather impressive, qualifying it to continue along this 
path, perhaps with greater success in the future. Scale 
and success here are relative to what prevails in the 
surrounding environment, where broader Arab organi- 
zations are unable even to hold meetings of officials on 
national security policy to study the questions and 1ssues 
of concern to them 


Seminar Discusses GATT Repercussions 
944E01294 London AL-HAYAH tn Arabic 10 Jun 94 p 10 


[Text] Dubai—Experts and economists attending a 
recent seminar on the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT) believe that it holds the promise of more 
economic gain than loss for the UAE [United Arab 
Emirates] in the near future. 


The seminar, held 1n Dubai by the UAE Industrial Bank, 
was attended by Undersecretary of Economy and Trade 
‘Abd-al-Ra’uf al-Mubarak. Experts at the seminar said 
that GATT membership would mandate that the UAE 
establish a regulated capital market as a step toward 
opening the financial door to world markets. They called 
upon the agencies concerned to seriously heed the true 
national origin of economic institutions and to adopt a 
uniform strategy in dealing with the negative aspects of 
the Agreement. 


The Ministry of the Economy said in a paper presented 
at the seminar that the UAE’s free hand in charting 
commercial policies may be restricted somewhat by 
GATT’s rules and stipulations on international eco- 
nomic policies. 


The Ministry generally identified the positive aspects of 
the Agreement saying that the liberalization of world 
trade would boost rates of growth and economic devel- 
opment worldwide and would consequently increase the 
demand for oil and o1l products. causing their prices to 
stabilize. Such a development. it added, would put the 
UAE in a better position to benefit from all the conces- 
sions and preferential advantages that have accrued to 
member-countries under the most favored nation prin- 
ciple during GATT’s 47 years. 


The Agreement calls for a world trading system that 
protects the interests of all member states, including the 
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developing nations, by limiting the ability of developed 
nations to adopt unilateral self-serving protectionist 
measures without regard to the interests of other mem- 
bers of the system. The Agreement also facilitates entry 
into the markets of member states and promotes the 
exchange of trade by lowering customs duties and other 
barriers 


Entry into the markets of GATT-members would propel 
exports into a competitive stance mandating better posi- 
tioning as far as quality and pricing are concerned. It 
would also help remove economic distortions in the 
member states, thereby allowing for increased world 
commercial flow. This would have a positive effect on a 
country’s foreign trade by expanding the volume of 
commerce (imports, exports, and re-exports) and would 
generally help raise investment levels 


GATT also allows 1ts member states to negotiate their 
commercial disputes under the agreement's rules and 
regulations within the framework of an accepted world 
order 


UAE’s delay in joining GATT was attributed by the 
Ministry to very many factors. but particularly to the 
failure of other GCC [Gulf Cooperation Council] states 
to adopt a coordinated position as some of them advo- 
cated membership. others called for more deliberation, 
and still others warned against the dangers of belonging 
to GATT. 


At that time, the Ministry added, a majority of the GCC 
states gave priority to translating the GCC’s Uniform 
Economic Agreement and thought it best not to be 
distra..cd from that task. which they considered a pri- 
mary g al ahead of all other priorities. Furthermore, it 
added. the Kuwaiti experience has not proved encour- 
aging. Kuwait joined GATT 1n the early 1960s, but 
realized very little economic gain as a result. Besides, the 
Agreement paid little heed to petroleum and petrochem- 
icals. which are the mainstay of GCC exports. The 
absence of petrochemical products from GATT contrib- 
uted to their absence from the GCC Uniform Economic 
Agreement as well 


‘Abd-al-Rahman Ghanim al-Matyu'1, general manager of 
the Dubat Chamber of Commerce and Industry, empha- 
sized that the GCC states must deal with world economic 
trends on the basis of a scientifically planned strategy in 
order to meet the challenges of the future within a 
uniform Gulf framework: especially since the GCC 
states represent an important segment of the world 
economic composite and of the international economic 
theater that is currently experiencing numerous regional 
economic combinations in Western Europe, Southeast 
Asia, and North America: as well as fundamental 
changes in countries of Eastern Europe and the Com- 
monwealth of Independent States republics as they move 
toward free economies 


He said that the GCC states are mandated by their 
differentiated position to work within international eco- 
nomic combinations as a single unit that pursues a 
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deliberate strategy to achieve the highest possible collec- 
tive gain and to bolster their negotiating position within 
international organizations including the General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade. Jamal-al-D'n Zarrug. chief 
economist with the Arab Monetary Fun.., told the sem- 
inar that the Arab states would benefit from GATT tn 
the near term by encouraging Arab producers and mer- 
chants to export and by facilitating Arab investments 
abroad. In the medium term, 1.e., over the next 5 years. 
the developed nations will reduce customs duties on a 
number of industrial products of 4rab origin. In the long 
term, he added, the accelerated world income rate ot 
growth and increased opportunities for investment and 
technical advancement will have a constructive effect on 
Arab economies that are foreign oriented. 


On possible costs to Arab trade, he said that the gradual 
abolition of the MFN [most-favored-nation] status (hat 
certain states enjoy with industrial nations, especi \\ 
the EEC, would probably cost Arab exports some inaus 
trialized markets. 


Zarrug noted that food importing Arab staies will sus- 
tain losses, such as increased balan c of payments diffi- 
culties, as a result of reduced state subsidies to farm 
products in the industnalized nations. However. the 
anticipated price increase for farm products would. over 
the medium term, boost the agncultural exports of 
certain Arab countries and therefore boost the incomes 
of their agricultural producers 


On the liberalization of the services trade, he added that 
Arab signatories to GATT would come under pressure to 
open their markets to foreign services that require skilled 
works, such as banking, insurance. communications, 
financial services, and advanced technological services. 


GCC Secretariat Expense Report 
944E01284 London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 9 Jun 94 p 9 


[Report from Abu Dhabi by Shafiq al-Asadi: “GCC 
Secretariat Reports: Gulf States Forecast Government 
Spending at $136 Billion by the Year 2000" } 


[Text] The Gulf Cooperation Council [GCC] Secretariat 
forecasts that government spending by the six states of 
the GCC will reach $136 billion in the year 2000. at 
current prices. 


The Secretariat said in a recent report that it based those 
estimates on median government spending !n the six 
states over the past 10-year period, which amounted to 
$475 per $1.000 of GDP. 


The Secretariat expects government spending by the six 
states to climb to $169 billion by the year 2010, or four 
times its current levels and 24 percent higher than the 
levels forecast for the year 2000. 


But the size of government spending could drop to $108 
billion in the year 2000 and to $146 billion in the vear 
2010, the Secretariat emphasized. if the GCC states opt 
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t gh government spending, develop alternate 
sources of revenue, and increase reliance on private 
spending to stimulate GDP growth 


The Secretariat. in a study by Dr Majid ‘Abdallah 
al-Munii, consultant with the Saud: Ministry of Petro- 
leum and Mineral Resources, said that GCC govern- 
ed bonds of public debt to cover their 
icits as their reserves dwindled as a result of 
being repeatedly tapped since the deficits began 
appearing. Bonds have also been used to finanance the 
war to liberate Kuwait and to avert resorting to foreign 
debt because of its numerous attendant drawbacks. 


ments Nave 18s8u 


budget det 


The study. released 1n the latest issue of AL-TA’,AWUN 
magazine pubiished by the GCC Secretariat. emphasized 
that the circulation of such bonds within the GCC states 
remains scanty because of poor financial market devel- 
opment and due to other structural and legal factors 


The GCC banking sector financed the six governments 
to the tune of $16.2 billion in 1991, the Secretariat 
estimates. This amounts to approximately 29.4 percent 
of total loans by the banking sector to the private sector. 
The study ne that future budget deficits in the six 
as the methods of financing those deficits 
and their economic tmpact. are a function of several 
factors. especially of oil revenue estimates vis-a-vis 
expected public outlays 


States, as well 


The studs quoted an International Energy Commission 
report that OPEC and GCC members have an important 
role to play in meeting the rising world demand for oil, 
thanks to their available reserves and production 


capacity 

ane Agency estimated that the GCC states will collec- 
ly produce some 19 million bpd [barrels per day]. 22 

nif n bpd. and 27 million bpd by the vears 2000, 2005, 


and 2007 respectively. GCC oil exports in the same three 
years are pegged at 17 million bpd. 20 million bpd. and 
24 million bpd. respectively. according to Agency esti- 
mates 


udy also touched on several issues, such as general 
and the development of monetary policy 
1struments. that havea bearing on future budget deficit 
six GCC states 


estimates in the 


The study said that past experiences have proved the 
ditficulty of rationalizing general spending. Certain bud- 
getary allocations. such as wages and salaries, continue 
to rise every vear regardless of economic growth. That 
item alone accounts for between 50 and 60 percent of 
total outlays in the GCC states 


Then there 1s the burden of public debt service. which 
has bceome he ler in recent vears due to the rising debt 
and the cost »f subsidizing many goods and services. 


Contrary to the prevailing notion, completing the infra- 
structure during the boom period has eased the pressure 
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on the various treasuries, but infrastructure preserva- 
tion, in the form of maintenance and operations, has 
come to absorb a goodly amount of public spending. 


Moreover, the GCC states will need in the near future a 
so-called auxiliary infrastructure necessitated by 
expanding populations, industnialization, and increasing 
demand for such services as housing. power, water, and 
telecommunications. 


The study went on to say that the GCC states have little 
prospect for rationalizing general spending in the imme- 
diate future, especially in view of continued military 
spending. which acts to bleed treasury resources exter- 
nally. This does not bode well for the deficit and the 
methods of financing it unless steps are taken to rectify 
national spending and boost non-oil revenues. 


The study recommended setting priorities for general 
spending as well as reducing subsidies to certain goods 
and services by levying or increasing service fees in order 
to ensure fair distribution on one hand and efficient 
utilization on the other 


A World Bank study of education, health, and public 
utilities in the GCC states concluded that services sub- 
sidies and low pricing are burdensome to the GCC states 
and represent misappropriation and waste of resources 
as well as poor income distribution. 


The World Bank found disparity among the GCC states 
in the size of their subsidies to water and electricity and 
even to diesel, gasoline, etc. Saudi Arabian subsidies, for 
instance, amount to 38.4 percent of cost in 1992 for 
gasoline and to 78 percent for diesel. 


On the development of instruments of monetary policy, 
the GCC Secretariat study said that it is the policy of 
most GCC states to link their currencies to each other. 
Accordingly, their monetary authorities can do little to 
influence interest rates. 


Those states, the study added, are vulnerable to world 
interest rates, because the banks are free to transfer their 
deposits and assets abroad. This means that any attempt 
by monetary authorities to alter local credit climates 
would be doomed to failure unless it coincided with the 
interests of commercial banks. Changing the discount 
rate or the amount of required reserves may not be 
fruitful either, because of the high levels of liquidity 
enjoved by banks. 


The study concluded that instruments of monetary 
policy in the GCC states remain ineffectual because of 
the dominance of fiscal policy, the slow growth of 
financial markets, and the banking sector’s limited role 
in supplying credit. 
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OAPEC Meeting Points Up Ongoing Kuwait-Irag 
Rift 


944F 0125.4 London AL-HAYAH in Arabic S Jun 94 p 9 


[Article by Shafiq al-Asadi: “Regular OAPEC Meetings 
Held Outside Permanent Headquarters in Kuwait” 


[Text] Petroleum industry sources in the UAE [United 
Arab Emirates] said that the members of OAPEC [Orga- 
nization of Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries} have 
agreed to hold the organization's regular meetings, par- 
ticularly the meetings of the Executive Bureau and the 
Ministerial Council, outside Kuwart, even though the 
permanent headquarters of Kuwait returned to Kuwait 
City as of | June of this vear 


The sources said that the reason for not holding the 
regular meetings in Kuwait was that the Kuwait: Gov- 
ernment refused to grant entry visas to representatives of 
the Iraqi: Government to attend these regular meetings. 


Mr. Abd-al--Az1z al-Turki, the secretary general of 
OAPEC. informed the Ministerial Council. during a 
meeting held in Cairo last Thursday, that OAPEC, as of 
1 June of this vear, has begun to move back to its 
permanent headquarters in Kuwait and that the organi- 
zation will conduct its business in this headquarters 
beginning next July. OAPEC has been utilizing Cairo as 
its temporary headquarters since the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait in August of 199] 


Petroleum industry sources said that this step was taken 
after the Secretariat General [of OAPEC] managed to 
arrive at an agreement with the Kuwait: Government 
concerning the return of a small number of OAPEC’s 
officials to their jobs in the permanent headquarters in 
Kuwait 


They indicated that Cairo has been designated as the 
place where the next meeting of the Executive Bureau 
will be held. ‘onsultations will be held between the 
ministers of oil of the Arab member nations in OAPEC 
(10 nations) in order to set the location of the next 
meeting of the Ministerial Council next November 


OAPEC will keep a unit in Cairo, which will include a 
number of tts officials, in order to keep track of business 
and activities that have to be monitored outside Kuwait. 


Sources 1n OAPEC mentioned that the organization's 
Ministerial Council submitted a report from the Algerian 
Government concerning the studies dealing with the 
construction of an Arab dry dock on the Mediterranean 
Sea in Algeria. to be paid for by OAPEC 


They pointed out that the results of the studies confirm 
the fact that 1t 1s necessary to delay the project because of 
the current situation in Algeria 


OAPEC, with the participation of its member nations, 
already constructed a dry dock in Bahrain tn the mid- 
Seventies 
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Last year the Arab Shipbuilding and Repair Y ard Com- 
pany expanded tts activities by constructing two floating 
dry docks for small tankers having a capacity of 135,000 
tons. This 1s in addition to the basic dry dock that serves 
tankers having a capacity of 500,000 tons 


The joint board of directors of the Arab Tanker Com- 
pany will hold a meeting on Sunday in Manamah to 
study a number of matters, including the report dealing 
with the world’s oil tanker market. 


OAPEC’s Ministenal Council. in a preliminary report. 
dealt with the 5th Arab energy conference. which was 
held in Cairo last March. The report says that the 
conference achieved some important positive results in 
the realm of Arab cooperation tn the field of energy. The 
Secretariat General promised to furnish a comprehen- 
sive report to the Ministerial Council during its next 
meeting 


PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


Biographical, Political Profile of Yasir ‘Arafat 


V4400419Z7 Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 
8 Jun 94 p 3 


[Article by Konstantin Kapitonov: “Yasir “Arafat— 
Palestinian No. |: Brushstrokes for a Portrait’) 


[Text] The political failure of Yasir ‘Arafat, chairman of 
the Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation 
Organi ation, has been predicted many times. But each 
time he has escaped from what appeared to be the most 
hopeless situations. And he has added to his reputation. 
How this short, unshaven man dressed in partial military 
uniform and wearing a checkered “kufnia™ (national ker- 
chief) has managed to do this has been a true mystery for 
many people (perhaps for all) for almost three decades. 


The real name of the PLO leader 1s “Abd-al-Rahman 
“Abd-al-Ra’uf “Arafat al-Qudwah al-Husayni. In his 
youth he changed it to the present name, Yasir ‘Arafat. 
This was done for a definite purpose. “Arafat did not 
want in any way to be linked with ‘Abd-al-Qadir al- 
Husayni, commander of Palestinian forces who was 
assigned responsibility for the defeat of the Arabs in the 
first war against the Israelis in 1948. In fact, after 
graduating from the lyceum, ‘Arafat worked as personal 
secretary to A. al-Husayni. 


The Palestinian leader was born on 24 August 1929 ina 
wealthy Islamic family. On his mother’s side, he alleges. 
he belongs to a clan whose roots go back to the family of 
the prophet. According to some sources he came into the 
world in Jerusalem, according to others, Cairo 


‘Arafat himself in dozens of interviews and three pub- 
lished biographies has somewhat embellished his past. to 
put it mildly. For example, he hints at a difficult child- 
hood and mentions participating in operations to deliver 
weapons from Egypt to Palestine on the eve of the 1948 
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Arab-Israeli War. He also enjoys telling how he left his 
Studies at Cairo University and went to fight the Israelis 


After the cruel defeat in that war and proclamation of the 
State of Israel he made his way to the Gaza sector, which 
was in Egyptian hands. In 1950 he returned to Cairo to 
continue his studies in the school of engineering. In the 
Egyptian capital he met his future comrades-in-arms and 
together with them participated in operations against the 
English 


In 1952 ‘Arafat formed the League of Palestinian Stu- 
dents in Egypt and was elected its chairman. Judging by 


the tact that his studies lasted eight years (instead of 


three) one can say that his main concern was certainly 
the affairs of the League 


After graduation from university he left for Kuwait, 
where he and his partners founded three construction 
companies which produced a good income 


“LT was no. a millionaire.” “Aratat acknowledged later 
“But | was nch.” 


Incidentally, he never took and still does not take money 
trom the PLO treasun 


Alongside the construction business “Arafat was actively 
establishing political ties. It was then that the nucleus 
was formed of the organization, small at first, with which 
his career was linked. This was the Movement for 
Palestinian Liberation (shortened to Fatah), of which he 
became leader in 1959 


‘Aratat and his followers put forward a fundamentally 
new program. Its main principle was 
Palestine 1s above all the job of the Palestinians them- 


selves 


“Arab unity ts not the path to Palestine.” the PLO leader 
emphasized then and repeats today, “but rather Pales- 
tine 1s the path to Arab unity.” 


The leaders of Fatah believed that this could only be 
achieved b- “armed guerrilla struggle against Israel.” 
The defeat of the Arabs 10 the six-day war in 1967 
convinced ‘Arafat and his followers again that they must 


rely on their own forces and fight for the liberation of 


Palestine themselves. From this point Fatah stepped up 
military operations in the occupied territonmes and 
changed from a small organization into the leading 
muilitary-political force among the Palestinians. 


On 21 March 1968 “Arafat took part in a battle near the 
little town of Karame in Jordan where a small detach- 
ment of Palestinians successfully withstood the regular 
Israeli Army. The victory in this fight enhanced his 


reputation among his comrades even further. In Feb- 
ruary 1969 he was first elected chairman of the PLO 
Executive Committee. Then a year later he became 
commander of the forces of the Palestimian revolution 
Now all Arab countries received him at the highest level 


Liberation of 
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Perhaps the turning point for the PLO and, naturally. tor 
“Arafat. was the vear 1974 It was then that a new 
political program was adopted calling for a struggle to 
create a Palestimian state alongside, not in place of. 
Israel. In other words, on the occupied termtor of the 
West Bank of the River Jordan and in the Gaza sector 
‘Arafat spoke at a session of the UN General Assembly 
and offered the olive branch of peace to Israel. After this 
the PLO was recognized by more than 100 states and its 
leader became a central figure on the Near Eastern 
political stage 


But serious trials awaited “Aratat. The harshest one was 
the June 1982 Israeli intrusion into Lebanon, where the 
PLO headquarters was located. At that time I was a 
LITERATURNAYA GAZETA reporter in the besieged 
Lebanese capital. | met “Arafat numerous times then and 
can testify that the PLO leader did not lose his spirit and 
confidence for a minute. He did not tremble. and led the 
Palestinians skillfully: He and his soldiers withdrew in 
an organized manner, carrying their weapons and their 
national flags). Whatever his opponents may say. | am 
convinced that “Arafat's decision to abandon Beirut was 
the only correct one, for he saved his people for the 
future struggle 


The vears of the post-Berrut period were not cloudiess 
either, although “Arafat was re-elected chairman of the 
Executive Committee of the PLO in Apml 1987. Two 
vears later he was chosen president of the Palestinian 
State that was proclaimed in the night before 15 
November |988. And finally, on 4 May of this vear he 
was able to sign the agreement in Cairo between Israel 
and the PLO on introduction of an autonomous state in 
part of the occupied territories, in the Gaza sector and 
the Jericho region. This signified a slight opening of the 
tightly shut door to peace in the Near East 


What ts it that helps this No. | Palestinian preserve his 
leadership post? Especially when he is surrounded by 
equally capable and worthy people 


The answer lies perhaps in the qualities that make him 
not just an individual but also a leader. Whereas one can 
say that many political figures are “devoted to the 
national idea.” with Yasir “Arafat this devotion has been 
far deeper. It finds expression not only in the fact that he 
has dedicated his entire life to it, but also in his amazing 
level of information and deep understanding of what 1s 
happening in the Near East. To be up to date at all times 
he formed special groups which supply him with infor- 
mation about the local situations 24 hours a day 


In all his contacts “Arafat tries to create an atmosphere of 
sincerity and trust. And each time he talks with someone 
he tells them that he knows their grandfather or 
neighbor, if not their father. This system works ver 
reliably among the Palestinians 


The ascetic lifestyle which the PLO leader follows should 
be specially emphasized. While most of his followers 
were having families, he remained a bachelor until 60 
vears of age 
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“My wife is the Palestinian revolution.” he loved to 
repeat to journalists 


‘Arafat's comrades confirm that he does not have a 
house of his own or any property, although he controls 
the finances of Fatah and the PLO. His clothes are two to 
three sets of semimulitary uniforms and the inevitable 
kufmia. He gives all the gifts he receives to his comrades 
without opening them 


Food does not interest him either. He eats what his 
assistants prepare. Chicken bouillon, rice 
vegetables, and for dessert—khalva and strong tea. And 


he loves to invite his bodyguards and whoever ts in his 


receiving room at the time to his table. He does not 
smoke or dnnk alcoho! 


sandwiches 


This way of lite 1s a kind of key to power over people. | 
think that “Arafat makes skillful use of the fact that his 
followers do not want to renounce life's bounty and 
pleasures. It is n mpossible that he even encourages 
and pretends no notice the “pranks” of those around 


him 


‘Aratat does not engage in sports, except for some 
exercises in the morning, does not read books, does not 
listen to music, and does not go to theaters or museums 
Only while traveling, on his own airplane, does he watch 
animated films 


Many Arab leaders (among them Jordan’s Aing Husayn 
and Synan President Hatiz al-Asad) have more than 
once accused “Arafat of deception and betraval and 
warned that “he cannot be counted on.” 


Similar charges against “Arafat are being heard in Tel 


Aviv today too. In fact he has made a number of 


Statements that contradict the Israel-Palestinian agree- 
ment signed in Cairo. Speaking to Muslims in the temple 
in Johannesburg he called for a “jprhad™ (holy war) for the 
liberation of Jerusalem. He told his audience there that 
the agreement he concluded with Israel was like the 
Prophet Muhammed’s treaty with the Quravsh. And he 
gave them to understand that if the prophet violated a 
10-year treaty two vears after it was made. then he, 
“Arafat, could take the same step 


It 1s hard to say what the PLO leader's purpose was in 
making these statements and thereby agitating Israel 
society. | assume that he wanted in this way, after 
making too many concessions to Tel Aviv, to placate the 
Muslims and calm the Palestinians. Therefore his words 
may be considered an ordinary tactical move. However, 
will these moves not help him keep his leadership post? 


Today when ‘Arafat must come to his autonomous state 
he will have to face new tnals. Most of his comrades- 
in-arms have abandoned him in recent vears. The local 
leaders of Gaza and Jencho, 1t has become known from 
reliable sources, cannot tolerate Yasir ‘Arafat and do not 
want to work with him. They are insisting that demo- 
cratic rule and collective leadership be established 1n the 
PLO and 1n the autonomous state. In other words, this 


signifies a demand to remove PLO leads ’ 
power. But the chances of this are slight at this 

Especially when just recently “Aratat added one more 
post to those he already has—chairman of the Council of 


the Palestinian Autonomous State 


So what will help him remain Palestinian No 


ALGERIA 


interior Ministry ‘Recommends’ Press Censorship 
VIAROLIIB Pants LE MONDE tn French 30 Jun 984 p 3 


[ Article: “Government Press Recommendations Create 


Veritable Censorship’ | 


[Text] In a context of widening violence. Algena’s Inte 
nor Ministry is trying to limit pournalists’ freedom o 
expression. But that has not stopped clandestine dittu 


sion of a sizable volume of Islamust literature 


Algiers— To read the document dated * June, which the 
Ministry of Intenor recently presented to Algerian media 
organs, the “recommendations” to the pt 


veritable arsenal of state censorship measures 


»r?? erst 2. 
CSS ATMO’ a 


Imposing the kind of controls to which nations often 
resort when they are at war, Whether out of exvhaustior 

fear, or conviction, Algenan journalists are al 
and less inclined to depart from the beaten path Now 
they are subject to a daunting body of regulations that 
denies them anv treedom of investigation or analysis and 


leaves them at the merey of the party-state 


By the terms of an interministerial decree relative “to the 
handling of information with secunts ) 
editorial stafts will henceforth work under the eurdance 
of a “communications unit’ of the Intenor Ministn 
responsible for providing them. via the national press 
agency APS, official communiques ‘the sole source of 
information” on anything having to do with security 


(assassinations, sabotage, shoot-outs, executions, etc) 


The catalog of “recommendations” contained in. this 
decree. which itself is not permitted to be publ shed 
constitutes a sort of handbook on “proper andling of 
information from the perspective of the ruling circk 
The primary objective is to “prevent 
eliminate adverse propaganda and rumor.” in order to 
“keep up the nation s morale why e informing y the 
people about terronst and subversive acts” but “without 


exaggerating their eflects.” 


The journalists, who expect they will be advised soon o 
the “appropriate terminology.” 
“cover news relating to the security situation on tnside 


are already required to 
pages.” In rare circumstances, “owing to the importance 
or novelty of an event.” such news can be given space on 
page |. but only “a small portion of the page” On the 
other hand. journalists are strongly urged to “underscore 
the inhumane and barbarnec practices of the terrorists” 
and emphasize “the losses of the adversary” “the cow 
ardice of those who are arrested.” and the “severity of 
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sentenees) they recerve—plus of course “the eflec OF VLOLEM It slike the w . 

voness of the security forces.” embittered Algiers reside ‘ 
by I ‘2 th US \ \ 
livpe Atrocities 
Despite hea, clk 
It is also suggested that journaissts “show that the Islamist litera HTS ‘ . 
terrorist acts being committed in several advanced clandes yf . ‘ 
democracies. have not succeeded in changing any picked up and amp . BIS [bs ‘ 
thing The democracies are of course listed—“laly Front) delegations overseas us was 
Spain, Great Britain, France Curtously, the word (Germany) rat! than Algiers that w 
“Islamist” ts used but rarely in connection with Algenan nearly 200 people, mostly vouths 
torrorism—yust in stones about the regimes of “Iran, killed Dy securnty forces since the hx 
Sudan, and Atghanistan,” where Islamist atrocities are 
to be given “extensive coverage.” So now the trumpets of propaga : 
: : confused din of battle When the “news 

The note trom the Ministry of Interior also counsels side becomes as unvernfiable as the accusations 
“editorial and executive personnel of Algerian Press other, the only sure victim is treedon the PFess 
organs” hencetorth to retrain “trom diffusing articles, its obhigatorn corollan. treedom of thought M 
reports, or news with Algerian secumty implications that come 


h They are also 
Strongly advised not to publish “any news or statements 
emanating trom persons or groups, political or other- 
wise, Algenan or foreign, that could undermine the 
Struggle against terromsm or the morale of the security 


ave been published in the foreign press.” 


Network of Reporters 


This array of instructions, savs the Ministry. ts based on 
the work of a “multidisciplinary group” in which “all 
State-owned and independent media™ participated. To 
date. those concerned have neither contirmed nor denied 
the supposed collaboration. The majority of newspa 
pers—themselves prize targets tor the terronsts—have 
already seen their ranks thinned considerably. The new 
measures could further compromise theu 
Vo if not their verv eustence 


draconian 


sw isbralit 
creado 


For example, the team of pournalists trving to establish a 
new newspaper. LA TRIBUNE, have been wanting “for 
more than two months now” for a green hght from the 
tribunal of Algiers prosecutor responsible for enforce- 
ment ot press laws. The hold-up ts all the more surprising 
because, since publication of the new information code 
in Apml 1880.) many French-language dashes and week- 
les have appeared without major problems. The Arab- 
language press still gets rather lenrent treatment, as seen 
by the appearance in mid-June of EL-HIWAR (THE 
DIALOGUE), the daily organ of the FLN [National 
Liberation Front party], tormerly the country’s only legal 
political party 


The armed Islamist groups are responding with 
increasing effectiveness to regime efforts to clamp down 
on the media. The groups have established a far-reaching 
“reporters” or informers, espe- 
cially in the popular quarters. The “grapevine” serves, 
paradoxically enough, as a palhative for the inadequacy 
of the media 


} } 
network of volunteer 


Reports of military sweeps reprisals, and summary 
executions perpetrated by security forces spread quickly 
through a disillusioned populace caught in the crossfire 


Lavada Abdelhak Responds to Charges 
v4 {ii ame { digiers LiBEF RI} , 


[Article by Nairma Yachir and 7) Ahou-Salah “Lavada 
Sentenced to Die tor Plotting Against the Stat first 
paragraph is LIBERTE introduction 


[ Text] The verdict came vesterday at about 1S aftera 
dav of testimony and arguments) Abdelhak Lavada was 
handed the death penalty 


The “Lavada™ tnal opened vesterday. after having bec 


adjourned on Tuesday at the request of attorneys Burst 
the court clerk read the order 
then the defendant was called to the ba: 
mn a Mack sweatshirt and blue reans 


remanding him for tral 


He was dressed 


Standing with arms crossed, he answered the questions 
of the president of the court 


[The president] During the pudictal inquiry, you signed a 
4o-page deposition in which vou admitted being 


involved in various terrormst activities” You also 
admitted, before the examining magistrate on 28 Sep 
tember and 30 October 1993) certain actions of “hich 


vou are accused. However, vou retused to answer some 
of the questions you were asked) Your testimony at the 
29 September hearing shows vou admitted having been 
the national emir of the armed groups. What do vou have 
to sav in vour own defense’ 


Lavada: In February 1992, Ah Zouabn, accompanied by 


two people | did not know at the time, came to my house 
in Barak. Zouabn asked me to give them shelter on 
grounds there were a lot of security barricades and he 
was afraid they would be picked up, especially since thes 
wore beards, he sand they would leave the next morning 


At the time. | had no idea they were armed or be ne 
sought by the security forces. After pravers (b] 
Kamel and Mohamed arrived) As we were talking qui 
etly, elements of the National Gendarmene suddenly 
burst into my house. It was only then, when one of my 
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guests, Settah Mohamed, fired a Kalashnikov hiddea 
under his ‘‘kachabia,” that | understood what was really 
happening. | panicked and fled. I spent the whole nighi 
in a “haouch” in Barak). 


[The president] What did you do next? 


[Layada] I went to Boufarik, to the domicile of Zouabri 
Ali, who was out. His brother told me that he was being 
sought and I would have to wait patiently if 1] wanted to 
see him. That evening, someone I did not know accom- 
panied me to his hideout. There I met Benaissa 
Abdelkader and Bouali, and I spent almost a month with 
them. It was during this time that Mohamed Allel, after 
inquiring whether I had a driver's license, asked me to be 
his regular driver. About a month later—it was my first 
assignment—I accompanied Mohamed Allel, Nour 
Eddine Bouferra, and Toufik to Hussein-Dey in a 
Renault 25. | did not know the purpose of the mission. 
When we arrived, they left the vehicle and came back 
carrying a basket. On our return to Herraza (Blida), | 
learned what was in the basket: money. There, | learned 
it was money stolen from the Hussein-Dey PMU [Urab 
Modernization Program]. Several days afterward, 
Mohamed Allel gave me another mission. This consisted 
of picking up a canvas-roofed Mazda from a garage in 
Herraza. Arriving in Beni Mered, I heard about the 
attack on the Ouled Yaich post office (Editor’s note: An 
armored vehicle was attacked, and 200 million centimes 
were taken._). 


[The president] That is not all. There were other opera- 
tions. 


The imperturbable Layada, whose arms remained 
crossed throughout the interrogation, said: “‘After that 
last operation, Allel Mohamed ordered me to go find 
Zouabri Ali and someone else in Boufarik. On our 
return, I learned they had attacked the police station at 
Draria, killing a policeman and stealing his Kalashni- 
kov.” 


[The president] You want me to believe that you were 
totally ignorant of the purpose of the operations carried 
out by the armed groups, when you were Mohamed 
Allel’s driver? 


{Layada] | was only a driver. My role ended there. Also, 
I never financed or directed operations of the armed 
groups. And I never killed anyone. 


[The president] If I understand you correctly, you are 
denying your role of “emir.” Yet you admitted it in your 
testimony. 


Under the pressure of the president’s questions, Lay- 
ada’s face betrayed his loss of composure. His face was 
beaded with sweat. He continued: I was never a chief. I 
was under the orders of Mohamed Allel, who was the 
emir of the armed group. 


After spending a week at [?Boukarik] at the abode of a 
certain “hadja,’’ Mohamed Allel alias Moh Leveilley and 
two of his accomplices were wounded during a terrorist 
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operation; a physician helped move them from their 
hideout to someplace where he could care for them 
better. Sensing the situation was getting more desperate, 
Layada acting on his emir’s orders left the hideout to join 
up with the rest of the armed group, “about 50 men,” at 
Tamezguida. It was during his stay with the group, he 
said, that he met Abdelkader Chebouti. 


{The president] In your testimony during the various 
proceedings, you admit your participation in the attack 
on the Reghaia barracks, where you stole munitions and 
took 12 soldiers hostage, thanks to an officer’s com- 
plicity. You even ordered that no one be killed. 


{Layada] I never said that. That day | was suffering from 
an ulcer attack. I had no part in the operation, which was 
led by Sid Ahmed Mourad. 


Well, when they returned, after a dispute broke out 
between those who wanted to kill the soldiers and those 
who wanted them released, they asked my opinion, in 
accordance with a “hadith.” So I gave them my advice, 
which was to release them, and the group approved. In 
the course of events, | was contacted by the Meliani 
group. That is when we began working together. 


[The president] After Tamezguida, where did you go? 


[Layada] After the death of Mohamed Allel, Abdelkader 
Chebouti took us to Meftah. Several days later, Said 
Makhloufi arrived. There was enmity between our group 
and Said Makhloufi because we knew he had embezzled 
the money destined for Algerian volunteers for Iraq. To 
put an end to the acrimony, Chebouti, the top leader, 
dispersed the group. 


{The president] Let us move on to other operations, 
namely those at Bab-El-Oued, El-Biar, the Casbah, Notre 
Dame de’Afrique, and the attack on Majo: General 
Khaled Nezzar. What was your role? 


[Layada] I never participated in any way in those oper- 
ations. 


[The president] You say that you never took part in 
armed actions. Then tell us why you took flight when 
security forces came to search your house in February 
1992. 


[Layada] I fled for the simple reason that there was a lot 
of tension at that time. I was afraid of being killed. 


[The president] But the law provided amnesty for 
‘“‘repenters’” who were not involved in murders. Why 
didn’t you avail yourself of it? 


[Layada] I was in Morocco. 
[The president] Tell us about your trip to Morocco. 


[Layada] In March 1993, I went by train to Tlemcen with 
Farid Abane. I had false identity papers made out in the 
name of Mourad Bouchareb. That day, our national 
team was playing against an African team. We took 
advantage of the opportunity to pass ourselves off as 
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supporters. From Tlemcen we made our way to Magh- 
nia. A border runner there helped me slip across the 
border for 3,000 Algerian dinars. As for Farid, whose 
papers were legitimate, he crossed the border with no 
difficulty. Once in Oujda, we met a group of Algerian 
refugees. 


[The president] It was during this trip that you won 
recognition as national “emir.” 


{Layada] No! That’s not true. I cannot tell you often 
enough that I was not the “emir.” It was the interna- 
tional press that branded me chief of the armed groups. 
“Ana walou.”’ 


(The president] But you stated the contrary in earlier 
testimony. What happened with the Abassis? 


[Layada] I never met the Abassi brothers, ““Makanch 
menha.” I only saw Tadjour: Kacem and Zaoui, that’s 
all! 


[The president] In your testimony, you said you were 
never tortured in an effort to make you talk during 
interrogation. 


|Layada] Yes! And I repeat it today. 
[The president] Tell us about your stay in Morocco. 


{Layada] After a brief stay in a hotel, I instructed Farid 
to obtain “papers” for me in Algiers. On 13 April 1993, 
someone from Quest province (Editor’s note: Algeria) 
came to tell me Moroccan authorities wanted to see me. 
Together we left the hotel. He accompanied me to see the 
Moroccan authorities. After a brief discussion, they took 
me to a villa where I spent the night. The next day we set 
out on the road to Rabat. Ten days later, military officers 
came to see me and offer their help. ‘““You can use Oujda 
as a staging base (hospitals, munitions, money).” In 
return, I was to help them recapture Tindouf, [destroy] 
Polisario [Popular Front for the Liberation of Saguia el 
Hamra and Rio de Oro], and neutralize Moroccan dis- 
sidents living in Algeria, such as Abdelaziz Faci. I 
categorically refused. They told me they were going to 
take me to see the minister of interior, Idriss Basri. I still 
refused. In the face of my adamant opposition, they gave 
me another chance to think it over, and then... 


As Layada became more and more voluble on the subject 
of this part of his stay in Morocco, the president cut him 
off, saying it had nothing to do with the facts of the case 
at hand. 


{Layada] It is very important. Permit me to continue, I 
am coming to the facts. After thinking over their offer, I 
stuck to my position. So I was sentenced by the Supreme 
Court to two years imprisonment. I had the choice 
between serving my sentence in Morocco or being extra- 
dited. I opted for the latter. As a result, on 2 August 1993 
I was turned over to the Algerian authorities. 
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[The president] Why would the Moroccan authorities 
have promised you so much help? It doesn’t hold water. 
There was no shortage of emirs, Abdelkader Chebouti 
for instance... 


[Layada] ! ask myself the same question. Perhaps 1t was 
a result of all the media coverage I was getting. 


At 1100, the president concluded his interrogation. 
Layada went back to sit in the prisoner’s dock to answer 
questions from the public prosecutor. Tired, he sat 
down, his head bowed. 


With his hand, he wiped the sweat from his face. Layada 
rejected all accusations of his involvement in operations 
of the armed groups and denied being their leader. He 
repeated that he was only Moh Leveilley’s driver and 
never directly attacked the security forces or ordered 
assassinations. 


The public prosecutor: Tell us why Chebout: and Moh 
Leveilley had a falling out at the Tamezguida meeting. 


[Layada] That is not true. Besides, Chebouti was Allel 
Mchamed’s “emir.” 


The prosecutor: In Morocco, in Oujda to be precise, the 
Afghans refused to swear their allegiance to you as 
national ‘emir’ on the grounds you were illiterate. 


Then the public prosecutor introduced a new element 
into the interrogation: the letter hidden in a small 
Koranic book belonging to Layada. The letter contained 
messages to the armed groups. Layada flatly denied the 
presence of the letter, arguing the booklet never belonged 
to him. ‘‘There were more than 500 of us prisoners. I am 
not the only one who has such a booklet, and in fact it 
was found in the prison courtyard, water soaked. 
Besides, when my own cell was searched, my two 
Koranic booklets were found while the warden was 
looking on. 


The prosecutor: How do you explain the presence of two 
Koranic booklets. Wouldn’t one have been enough? 


[Layada] The first one had pages torn out. That is why I 
procured a second. As for the letter, ] never wrote it. I 
even suggested to the guards that they leave it where it 
was, because the intended recipient might come try to 
pick it up. But they refused. 


Then came the turn of the defense, which in its rather 
sensational presentation brought forward the “famous 
letter that was never mentioned in the remand order.” 


In his summation, the public prosecutor reviewed the 
various phases of Layada’s career—first as member, then 
coordinator of the armed groups, and finally as national 
‘emir’ —and asked for the death penalty. 


Defense attorneys based their arguments on the absence 
of material evidence in the case, and because of this fact 
ee'ced that the court find him guilty only of membership 
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in an armed group and being an accessory to theft. They 
also argued extenuating circumstances. 


CNT: Some Support for Liberation of FIS Leaders 
94.4F0222B Algiers LIBERTE in French 31 May 94 p § 


[Article: “Objective: Release of Leaders of Former FIS”] 


[Text] Negotiations are making good progress behind the 
scenes at the CNT [National Transition Council]. ‘‘Dep- 
uties” acting as conciliators and supporting the Islamic 
cause—one never knows what might happen tomor- 
row—are reportedly not hesitating to initiate contacts 
with their peers in an attempt to persuade them to form 
a delegation to visit the office of the president of the 
Republic. 


Why? Simply to request that the leaders of the former 
FIS [Islamic Salvation Front] who are serving sentences 
in the prison in Blida—notably Abassi Madani and Ali 
Benhadj—be released. 


If they can rally the majority, those “elected officials” 
will probably not hesitate to propose an amnesty bill for 
the armed groups. 


Is that not in line with Algerian parliamentary tradition 
in its 1980’s FLN [National Liberation Front] version? If 
so, it means a repetition of the errors that are still 
wounding Algeria. 


Said Sadi Calls For Unity of ‘Democratic Forces’ 
944F0222C Paris LE MONDE in French 24 Jun 94 p 6 


[Article: ‘Part of Opposition Calls For ‘Rally of Demo- 
cratic Forces””’] 


[Text] In an interview published by the Algiers daily 
L’OPINION on Wednesday 22 June, the secretary gen- 
eral of the Rally for Culture and Democracy (RCD), Said 
Sadi, said he favored a “‘rally of the democratic forces” 
and confirmed that there had been “contacts” toward 
that end with the Socialist Forces Front (FFS), which ts 
headed by Hocine Aid Ahmed. Sadi emphasized: ‘‘We 
have no choice either as a party or as far as the good of 
Algeria is concerned.” 


Conspicuously conciliatory, the head of the RCD said he 
was prepared to meet with his counterpart in the FFS “‘in 
public or in private, by day or by night.” According to 
him, the “polemics” that have long kept the two groups 
apart “serve neither the members of the RCD nor the 
members of the FFS.”’ The time has come for “‘conver- 
gence,” he insisted. His remarks echo those by the FFS, 
which reiterated on 28 April its desire to see “‘all the 
democratic forces unite.” 


Challenging the frequently defended idea that the RCD 
“supported the government, even after the death of 
President Boudiaf,” Sadi had some very hard words to 
say about the chief of state, retired General Liamine 
Zeroual: “There is no difference between Abassi Madani 
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(president of the former Islamic Salvation Front (FIS), 
now in prison) and Zeroual as far as a plan for society 1s 
concerned,” he said. As far as everything else is con- 
cerned, “‘except for certain very specific assassinations,” 
it is not in the government’s “interest,” according to 
him, to “‘become actively involved in the widespread 
practice of terrorism.” 


It is, in fact, to mark the second anniversary of the 
assassination of President Boudiaf that the RCD has 
called for a demonstration in Algiers next Tuesday. The 
FFS, whose leaders will meet on Sunday, will presum- 
ably not participate in that demonstration, since it has 
not been officially invited. On the other hand, its mem- 
bers living in France will hold a public meeting in 
Marseilles on that same day ‘‘for civil peace and democ- 
racy. 


Judge Assassinated in Bou-Saada 


(AFP)}—In a separate development, the examining mag- 
istrate of the Bou-Saada Court (southeast of Algiers), 
Salah Bouhali, was assassinated this past 12 June, 
according to an announcement on Wednesday 22 June 
by the National Magistrates Union. That murder brings 
to 19 the total number of magistrates who have been 
victims of terrorism. 


Students Reportedly Supporting FIS Arrested 
94AF0222D Algiers LIBERTE in French 29 May 94 p 3 


[Article by Brahim Abed: “Three Female Lycee Students 
Involved”’; first paragraph is LIBERTE introduction] 


[Text] Last Wednesday, three young female lycee stu- 
dents acting as liaison agents for a terrorist group were 
arrested in the Ouanoucha region of the Governorate of 
M’Sila. 


A search of the home of one of the girls led to the 
discovery of a PA [automatic pistol], subversive docu- 
ments, and a list of the license plate numbers of vehicles 
belonging to members of the police force. The defen- 
dants—K. Farida, R. Chahrazad, and M. Salima—said 
they had been indoctrinated by their teacher, a member 
of the former FIS [Islamic Salvation Front], whose alias 
is Abou Elyes and who is currently a fugitive. 


This is not the first time that lycee students have been 
involved in terrorist acts. There have been arrests at 
some schools in the Algiers suburbs, especially since the 
assassination of Vincent Grau, the bookseller on Did- 
ouche Mourad Street, and that of Asselah Ahmed and his 
son, Rabah. The perpetrators of those crimes are report- 
edly between 15 and 18 years of age. 


What this means is that terrorism is probably short of 
manpower as a result of the strikes against it by the 
security forces and that it is therefore turning to the 
young population to take advantage of the latter's inno- 
cence. These are young people subjected to the teaching 
of Taleb El Ibrahimi, which trains them ideologically 
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and , romises them the fires of hell if they do not obey. 
Instead of providing knowledge, it 1s initiating our 
children into the game of death. 


The link between the schools and terrorism 1s now an 
established fact. All the more since the percentage of 
“teachers” in the terrorist groups 1s alarming. Among the 
inmates of the internment centers in the south in 1992, 
there were found to be 1,224 primary and sccondary 
teachers and educators. 


Smuggling in Moroccan Border Towns; Islamist 
Presence 
944102224 Paris LE MONDE in French 22 Jun 94 p 4 


[Article by Catherine Simon: “Boundaries of Algeria”; 
fist paragraph 1s LE MONDE introduction] 


[Text] Jhe Moroccan border town of Oujda has long been 
given over to smugeling—and more recently to the lslam- 
ISTS. 


()ujda—There 1s no Algerian quarter in Ouyda—much 
less a ghetto—but there 1s a big open-air market that the 
locals have tronically nicknamed the “‘souk El Fellah,” 
just as the market where people buy Spanish products 
has been christened the “souk Melilla.’' The coast 1s 
close by, with Spain just beyond that, and Algeria, which 
pushes its mountains up to gates of the city, 1s closer still. 


Since the reopening of the Algerian-Moroccan border in 
June 1988. the principle of free circulation has been 
applied here in the broadest and most unrestrained 
meaning of that term. Outside trade there 1s no salva- 
tion! And trade’s twin sister, smuggling, is an ancestral 
and flourishing sport that is afoot in both directions: 
from Algeria to Morocco and from Morocco to Algeria. 
It is afoot, or rather, it rides and trots, using small 
donkeys, trucks, and Fiat 132’s—said to be “the favorite 
vehicle of black marketeers’’’—and it keeps those more 
or less illegal wheels of trade moving constantly along the 
approximately 900-km border. 


All is fair when it comes to deceiving customs officers. 
And stories singing the praises of the border jumpers 
abound. One, for example, tells about the donkey car- 
avan that took off without a guide after a tape recording 
of the tongue clicks commonly used by muleteers to spur 
on their animals had been attached to the ear of the lead 
donkey! But those amusing stories are only the exception 
that proves the rule. Reality 1s more routine and rough. 


Like everything that prospers outside the law, the smug- 
gling world is rigidly organized with no great panache or 
romanticism. To convince oneself of that, one need only 
see some industrious working stiff unloading a pile of 
pink and white bidets—just arrived from Algeria—from 
the back of a vehicle onto a sidewalk in Beni-Drar under 
the midday sun. Only the summer temperature reaches 
the giddy height of 40 degrees Celsius. The part played 
by adventure is closer to zero degrees. 
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Located about 20 km north of Oujda 1s the market town 
of Beni-Drar. Promoted to the rank of “capital of Alge- 
rian smuggling,” it has also been given the derisory 
nickname ‘“Diwana”’ (Customs). That mundane name 1s 
not undeserved. 


Scattered along the alleys, where they lie directly on the 
ground, are sacks of wheat flour straight from the ware- 
houses of the Algerian state enterprise Eriad [five food 
industry enterprises] in Sidi Bel Abbes (in western Alge- 
ria), cans of Celia powdered milk produced by the 
Algerian state enterprise Enapal [National Food Prod- 
ucts Enterprise], and huge cans of Blancroc paint 
shipped from Oran. Not to mention brightly colored 
piles of plastic household items, battalions of couscous 
makers, pyramids of soaps and detergents, packages of 
crackers, sacks of rice, and medicines that have fallen 
from the skies of Medea. 


Those dusty treasures, sold for a few dirhams less than 
their Moroccan counterparts, are only the most visible 
part of the iceberg. For Oujda residents on low incomes, 
the trip is worth the trouble: there 1s a sizable difference 
between an Algerian couscous maker sold at the cut-rate 
price of 130 dirhams [DA] and its Moroccan counter- 
part, which usually sells for over DA200. 


But for many consumers who are better off, the golden 
age 1s over. “Compared to the Boumediene era (1965 to 
1978), this is pathetic,” exclaims a nostalgic resident 
remembering the wonders of yore, when the smuggling 
channels from Algeria poured out Cuban sugar “‘as white 
as milk” and wheat flour “‘of first quality imported from 
the United States.” Today “the Algerians stick us with 
Moroccan garbanzos that are taken to Algeria and then 
sent back here by the same route!” he says with manifest 
disgust. 


The second part of the iceberg is scarcely less visible, and 
it 18 decidedly more profitable both for the traffickers 
and for their very numerous customers. It can be 
summed up in two words: fuel and sheep. “Eighty 
percent of the sheep slaughtered here are Algerian 
sheep,” the owner of one cheap restaurant candidly 
admits. As for gasoline, it 1s sold at the cut-rate price of 
DA2 or DA3 per liter—compared to from DAS to DA7 
in the “normal” service stations. 


One finds the precious liquid alongside the road, where it 
is sold by the can or by the bottle. But most regular 
customers, who have their own wholesaler-retailer the 
way other people have a physician, obtain their supplies 
in the hidden warehouses that are scattered around just 
about everywhere in Oujda’s suburbs. 


There are no signs to mark those warehouses. You stop 
in front of an anonymous building, the door opens, 
furtively revealing a wall of five-gallon gasoline cans, and 
within a few minutes the deal is done and your gas tank 
is full. Only occasionally is there a rumor about an 
“accidental” fire or a mortally impassioned chase 
between gendarmes and smugglers. 
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If we are to believe the kind souls of Oujda, Algerians 
come here only to get drunk on beer, enjoy a night of 
debauchery, or, in the best of cases, fill their shopping 
baskets with useless trinkets. “For a long time, many rich 
Algerians used Oujda as their ‘pleasure town.’ Some even 
bought apartments that they used as bachelor pads,” 
explained one old man in Oujda. That era is over, and 
most of the overabundant hotels—thrown up hastily five 
Or SIX years ago—are now having trouble attracting 
guests. 


‘The big wave has passed,” sighs one cafe owner. Is that 
because “their purchasing power has declined” and ‘‘the 
lack of security is hinting their travel’? Or is it simply 
because Algerians can now find at home the imported 
products of which they were long deprived by the 
‘socialist’ state? Whatever the case, fewer of them are 
visiting Oujda. It is noted with annoyance that the only 
things they buy are those poorly made jeans manufac- 
tured in Casablanca, which Moroccans want nothing to 
do with but which Algerians are obviously “crazy 
about.” 


There is no use even mentioning the subject of cannabis 
and weapons. The most gossipy resident of Oujda will 
roll his tongue around in his mouth seven times before 
swearing that he has never heard anything about that. 
But the recent trial in Rabat, in which the defendants 
were a group of Moroccans and Algerians accused of 
smuggling weapons to the Algerian underground (see LE 
MONDE, 9 and 17 June), leaves one not knowing what 
to think. As does the recent explosion in Moroccan 
exports of hashish (LE MONDE, 25 May and | and 4 
June). 


‘What is happening in Algeria is having tremendous 
repercussions here. Come back in two years and you will 
see: at the rate things are going, Oujda will have become 
a 100-percent Islamic city!” says one young female 
teacher bitterly. The recent legislative elections, which 
revealed a strong Islamic upsurge, seem to confirm what 
she says. Certain working-class neighborhoods such as 
Lazaret are already considered to be strongholds of the 
“bearded ones.” The latter have their associations and 
even, for the past three years, their own theater troupe 
known as Rissala (meaning ““message”’ in Arabic). Even 
before the curtain rises, a glance around the audience is 
enough to set the tone: ‘““The men are in the gallery, and 
the women—veiled, of course—sit in the balcony,” 
explained a young Oujda man. Embarrassed, he added: 
“You can teu that things are changing. But at least— 
thank God!—the beard is the only thing that is catching 
on. I just hope we can avoid terrorism.” 


Footnotes 


'. “Souk El Fellah,” the literal meaning of which is 
‘farmers market,” denotes the very numerous Algerian 
state stores inherited from the socialist era. Melilla is a 
city on the Moroccan coast which, like Ceuta and some 
small neighboring islands, remains in Spanish hands. 
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> The Algerian word (‘‘trabendo”’) is of Spanish origin 
and means “smuggling.” 


IMF Accord: Higher Food, Fuel Prices 
94AF0225A Algiers LIBERTE in French 15 Jun 94 p 3 


[Article by Ghania Khelifi: “IMF Accord Means Higher 
Prices’ —first paragraph is LIBERTE introduction] 


[Text] Prices of milk, semolina, bread, and medicines are 
going up again this fall. And price hikes at year’s end will 
affect medicines, transport, fuel, and agricultural 
inputs... 


But these increases are only one of many things the 
workers and their representatives are unhappy about. 


“The rank and file are ready to fight; they are only 
waiting for their leaders to give the word.” This state- 
ment, from a source close to the labor central, under- 
scores the immense social repercussions of the structural 
adjustment program. 


Workers cannot imagine their union leaders would not 
react to the series of measures already announced or 
rumored in the areas of unemployment insurance, lay- 
offs, privatization, etc. 


One union militant commented sarcastically on the 
“public utility projects” (TUP) and plans to rehabilitate 
old craft skills. “‘“What TUP means is trying to make 
people work eight hours a day and pay them 1,200 
Algerian dinars [DA]. And they want to ‘rehabilitate’ 
bootblacks, window-washers, and the like.”’ But the 
worst is yet to come, according to union officials. 


Our source, who seems well-informed about government 
intentions on labor issues, also disclosed that govern- 
ment-service wages will be the one and only reference 
point for national wage scales for the next two years. 


What that means is that wages of workers in state-owned 
enterprises—notably those in nonautonomous enter- 
prises—will be frozen. Another source of concern is the 
specter of personnel cutbacks. Many unionists are con- 
vinced economic layoffs will begin by September, if not 
before. 


‘We are going to begin levying unemployment-insurance 
contributions in mid-July. They are taking advantage of 
summer to launch all that. All the same, the actual way 
these measures will impact on most wages is still 
unclear.” 


The deliberately convoluted text promulgated by the 
government on unemployment insurance and early 
retirement has done nothing to clear up misunderstand- 
ings. 


Workers in the building and public works sector, textiles, 
and tourism are more upset than anyone else, because 
they are seemingly first in line for “personnel compres- 
sion.” 
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All these apprehensions add to the frustration engen- 
dered by the January accords between the government 
and UGTA [National Union of Algerian Workers]. The 
DAS5O00 increase won by Benhamouda has not made its 
way into everyone’s paycheck. Moreover, it was appar- 
ently renegotiated in the autonomous enterprises and 
scaled back. The mode of calculating the increase was 
reportedly modified. 


In short, ““we have been tricked,” labor leaders claim. 
Benhamouda went even further: “We were not dealing 
with men!” 


Mr. Benhamouda’s disappointment turned into shock 
and dismay when he learned the contents of the letter of 
intent that Algeria sent to the IMF on the eve of the 
accords. ‘“To say that Mr. Sifi has an economic program 
is a monumental hoax. The only program is what's 
contained in that letter. All the measures taken or 
planned are set forth in it.” 


Mr. Benhamouda will not admit he’s beaten, even if the 
reforms are irreversible. If the government persists in its 
evasions, his counter-attack will not be long in coming, 
according to our sources. 


UGTA was scheduled to meet with government repre- 
sentatives in May. The meeting never took place. If 
negotiations are not resumed in the coming days, orga- 
nized labor will go into action, perhaps calling a general 
strike. The list of demands, including amendments to 
earlier accords, focuses principally on the wage issue. 
The document containing them was “turned over to Mr. 
Sifi’s office, and we are awaiting his response,” a union 
central official told us. 


It could be a long, hot summer in the manufacturing 
sector, to judge by the labor representative’s pessimism. 
“The government will not give us one more dinar.” Is 
Mr. Benhamouda going back on the warpath? 


Flour Shortages: Steps Taken To Relieve Tension 


944F-0225B Algiers LE SOIR D’ALGERIE in French 
12 Jun 94 p 3 


{Unattributed article: “Flour Distribution Headache’”’} 


[Text] Reorganizing and augmenting flour distribution 
and provisioning for bakers in the Annaba region 1s the 
most important priority for the wilaya’s ERIAD [five 
food industry enterprises] unit. ERIAD, whose head 
office is in Constantine, says its statistics show a 10- 
percent increase in flour demand over the last five 
months. 


According to ERIAD, the unexpected surge in demand 
has disrupted flour deliveries to bakers, many of whom 
are getting less than they request. 


In the five months ending the first week of June, 58,000 
quintals of flour were distributed by ERIAD to bakers 
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and confectioners in the wilayas of eastern Algeria 
(Annaba, El-Tarf, Souk-Ahras, Khenchela, Oum El- 
Bouaghi, and Guelma). 


That is also the amount of flour imported from Italy and 
delivered to the port of Annaba recently as part of the 
1994 import program. 


Annaba’s own flour and semolina production unit meets 
part of the market demand by delivering 860 quintals per 
day of flour to its clients. 


To meet the increase in local demand, the ERIAD 
branch in Annaba is obtaining more flour from the 
wilayas of Tebessa, Mila, and Skikda (35 percent of its 
needs). 


Also, and in preparation for the summer season when 
consumption always goes up—especially in the coastal 
regions of Annaba, El-Tarf, and Skikda—ERIAD plans 
to put an additional 120,000 quintals on the market to 
cover demand in the next 4 months. 


The manager of the local ERIAD branch admitted that 
“despite support from the state and the large quantities 
of flour—10 quintals per day for every baker—put out 
on the market to prevent bread shortages, there is still 
anxiety about this product, although we do not know 
why.” 


The steps taken to alleviate concern about bread avail- 
ability have not yet borne fruit, a fact which according to 
the wilaya’s director of competition and prices led to 
establishment this week of a commission to evaluate 
capacities and inventory the wilaya’s stock of bakery 
equipment. 


The commission, which includes representatives of the 
directorate of competition and prices, the Annaba 
ERIAD, and the bakers, will also consider possible 
reforms of the bakers’ guild and identification of which 
bakers are actually providing bread versus which are 
secretly diverting the flour to other ends. 


To complete its mission, the commission 1s supposed to 
draw up a plan to reorganize the flour distribution 
system to put an end to persistent bread shortages. 


The semolina provisioning system will also be improved 
by a program established as part of the 1994 import plan, 
which is supposed to put 212,669 quintals of semolina 
on the local market. 


Sonatrach Signs Contract With Argentine Firm 
94AF0222F Algiers EL WATAN in French 15 Jun 94 p 2 


{Article: ‘“‘Sonatrach: New Prospecting Contract’’] 


[Text] The Sonatrach [National Company for the Trans- 
port and Marketing of Hydrocarbons] state enterprise 
and the Argentine firm of Pluspetrol signed a new 
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contract in Hassi R’Mel yesterday covering petroleum 
prospecting and exploitation 


The contract, of the “production partnership” type. 
concerns blocks 237a and 246a 1n the El Arf area, which 
borders on the Grand Erg Oriental 150 km from Hass 
Messaoud and 60 km southwest of Rhourde El-Baguel. 


It covers an area of 4,405.76 square km and calls for 
Carrying out a sizable prospecting program that will be 
spread over five years and include in particular seismic 
acquisition work and the drilling of three exploration 
wells. 


The total investment being committed to the program by 
Pluspetrol amounts to $26.5 million. 


This 1s the second contract of this type that Pluspetrol 
has signed with Sonatrach. 


The first was signed in December 1992 and covered the 
El-Guelta Nord area. The work called for in that first 
contract 1s proceeding or schedule, with several pros- 
pects having been identified to date. The first explora- 
tion well will be drilled sometime in 1994. 


The new contract 1s being signed about one month after 
the contract signed with the Spanish [oil] company 
Repsol and follows the one signed with the American 
firm Mobil in February. This confirms the trend toward 
the intensification of petroleum exploration in Algeria 
by international companies. 


ENEP Becomes Sonatrach Subsidiary 
94AF0222E Algiers EL WATAN in French 15 Jun 94 p 2 


[Article by Khaled Mahrez: “Petroleum Engineering: 
ENEP Becomes Subsidiary of Sonatrach”’; first para- 
graph is EL WATAN introduction] 


[Text] Sonatrach [National Company for the Transport 
and Marketing of Hydrocarbons], Sonelgaz [National 
Electricity and Gas Company], the BEA [Algerian For- 
eign Bank], the CAAT [expansion not given], and the 
CCR (Central Reinsurance Company) broke new ground 
in the field of industrial restructuring yesterday by signing 
a protocol of agreement in Hassi R‘'Mel. Under the terms 
of that agreement, the five companies are investing in 
ENEP (National Petroleum Engineering Company), 
which thus becomes a joint stock company [SPA]. 


Hassi R’Mel—ENEP-SPA will have authorized capital 
of 75 million dinars, of which 35 percent is being 
subscribed by Sonatrach and 20 percent by Sonelgaz. 


ENEP’s general manager, Mekideche, who 1s very satis- 
fied with the conclusion of this protocol, told us yes- 
terday that the agreement gave his firm a financial base 
that it had been lacking (because ENEP 1s not a state 
enterprise). He considers this an approach that should be 
fostered, since 1t encourages the formation of industrial 
groups from the bottom up. In Mekideche’s opinion, the 
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partnership that was agreed on yesterday can be an 
example in the field of industrial restructuring. 


The press release distributed to reporters in Hasst R’Mel 
yesterday also emphasizes that “this original step of 
forming a partnership in the field of engineering among 
State-owned industrial, banking, and insurance compa- 
nies 1S certain to produce a synergistic effect and result in 
the favorable development of the engineering function at 
the nationwide level, thus enabling 1t to achieve signifi- 
cant size and effective organization.” 


The press release says that ENEP-SPA’s objectives are 
“industrial project engineering, especially in the field of 
energy, but also project management and the execution 
of turnkey projects.” 


The press release concludes by saying that ENEP “will 
for example, tackle the execution of more important 
projects at the national and regional levels and expand 
its fleld of activity by relying on the competitive price of 
its services and pursuing a policy of forming alliances 
with specialized foreign groups.” 


The firm’s board of directors will have eight members: 
three appointed by Sonatrach, two by Sonelgaz. and one 
by each of the other three stockholders (the BEA, the 
CAAT, and the CCR) 


ENEP was in charge of engineering tor the GME (Magh- 
reb-Europe Gas Pipeline) and for repair work at the 
Nouadhibou refinery in Mauritania 


It 1s also in charge of studies for the pipeline that will 
supply Batna and Arris with drinking water from the 
Koudiet El-Medouar Dam 135 km away. It also has 25 
engineers working in the Libyan petroleum industry. 


Grain Harvest ‘Seriously’ Affected by Drought 
944F0216C Algiers LE SOIR D'ALGERIE in French 
3] May 94 p 3 


[Article by N.E. Bouzaza: “This Year's Harvest Seriously 
Jeopardized”’; first paragraph 1s LE SOIR D’ALGERIE 
introduction] 


[Text] Just as a seminar on the improvement of cereal 
crops in salty and dry areas is being held in Aleters, 
drought is sweeping down on Algerian harvests. The losses 
recorded so far are tremendous. 


Algiers—In both the eastern and the western part of the 
country, the grain harvest 1s being seriously jeopardized. 
In Setif. for example, farmers have simply declared that 
they have not seen a drought this bad since 1944. And 
the departments of the various APC’s [People’s Com- 
munal Assemblies] in that governorate have been taking 
the names of farmers who may lose their harvests in case 
there has to be compensation. Not far from there. in 
Bordj Bou Arreridj, losses are estimated at 96 percent. 
They are estimated at 40 percent in Bouira and at over 
60 percent in the western part of the country, where it 
seems that the Mascara region has been hardest hit. 
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Those gross losses will certainly be a big blow to the 
national economy, considering that 1t will be necessary 
once again io offset the shortfall in local production by 
dipping into the emergency budget to import larger 
quantities of cereals 


It should be remembered that Algeria, acting through the 
OAIC [Interoccupational Algerian Grain Office], 
imported 1.185 mullion metric tons of hard wheat in 
1993, when domestic production covered only |2 per- 
cent of the nation’s needs. Production had satisfied 31 
percent of the market's needs the year before that. 


Allis not lost, however, since there are regions where this 
years harvest 1s considered excellent. But the lack of 
sufficient mechanization means that farmers are power- 
less and must use archaic methods “to save” what can be 
saved. 


That dead loss will have unavoidable negative effects on 
the region’s socioeconomic balance. 


Other consequences will affect the infrastructures of 
Eriad [five food industry enterprises], since the flour 
mills will be operating below capacity, and the big Corso 
mill is certainly not going to go into operation this year. 
Moreover, in view of the supply problems that will exist 
because wheat and other cereals are being imported, the 
entire distribution system 1s likely to experience major 
disruptions, thus aggravating the problem of the avail- 
ability of liquid manure and the tight supply of semolina. 


On the other hand, the many sheep breeders who moved 
into the northern regions at the time of Aid El-Adha are 
not ready to return to their home areas. They prefer to 
camp in those regions to take advantage of the pasture 
areas. 


They are afraid to go back to the high plateaus and the 
steppes because of the severe drought in those areas. 


IRAQ 


Options for Removing Sanctions Discussed 


941 H00664A Baghdad AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 
30 Mar 94 p 6 


{Article by Dr. Yas Khdayir al-Bayati] 


[Text] The 13 March 1994 speech of the president and 
leader, Saddam Husayn, raised many matters that are 
linked to the secrets of the 30-nation agression against 
Iraq, the continuation of the economic embargo, and the 
secrets of the American game plan to manipulate the 
resolutions and special clauses of the Security Council, 
paticularly section (J) of Resolution (687). 


It is likely that the speech of the president and leader has 
put an end to the struggle of ideas and interpretations 
that deal with the secrets of the embargo. including its 
technical and political aspects. That 1s because the 
timing of the speech 1s linked to a series of factors that, 
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in their political horizons, have formed interpretive and 
prospective elements for the leader's political interpre- 
tation and his prediction of events. Time 1s more a form 
of the political intellect than a path for the interpretation 
of events. The contents of the leader's speech spring from 
realistic concerns, the most salient being: 


¢ Time as one of the elements of the political game that 
1s to be exploited politically to prolong the embargo 
and weaken Iraq. And psychologically: to exhaust the 
citizen and weaken his spirits with the intention of 
spreading discontent 

¢ Time as one of the elements of psychological and 
informational warfare with the intention of acquiring 
the greatest amount of information and linking it to 
the duties of the inspection and observation commit- 
tees, in conjunction with employing the false hopes 
device by alternating between intermingling situa- 
tions of despair and false hopes. 


In other words, the leader's speech 1s linked to a prospec- 
tive time and vision, as the timing of the speech not 
arbitrary. It 1s a message in a certain time frame, a frank 
and clear message taking aim at more than one interpre- 
tation: 


First: The embargo 1s not a technical situation, but a 
political one, which can only be lifted by a political 
decision. This decision is linked to an American plan 
that aims, 1n the first instant, at weakening and dividing 
Iraq, harming its national independence, and destroying 
its people. 


At the beginning of the embargo, many politicians, 
writers, and political scientists wrongly believed that the 
American plan aimed at the elimination of Iraqi arms 
and limiting their destructive role. They did not take 
into consideration the comrrehensive plan that targeted 
Iraq, its land, existence, and people. To put it another 
way, many believed that lifting the embargo depended 
on technical aspects and on mechanisms for Iraqi imple- 
mentation of United Nations resolutions. 


In ignorance, many criticize Iraqi political planning for 
not accepting, (in one fell swoop), many technical reso- 
lutions that apply to the destruction of arms and to 
observation, in order to lift the embargo. This point of 
view failed to comprehend the scope of the American 
game plan and the paths of the political plan. The 
American game plan did not only seek to gain time, but 
aimed at achieving additional gains, and at obtaining 
more information in order to expand the area of political 
maneuvering so as to create ongoing justifications and 
roving crises. 


What a pity, as a great deal has fallen victim to mis- 
leading American and Western propaganda, which has 
been transmitted through diplomatic and informational 
channels. It aimed at intensifying the idea of submission: 
by linking the technical side and the embargo issue with 
the intention of spreading and intensifying it 1n popular 
consciousness in order to cover up the hostile central 
political plan. 
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Second: Iraq’s independence and the preservation of its 
national sovereignty 1s an important component in the 
positive relationship with the United Nations and its 
resolutions. It is incumbent upon this international orga- 
nization to adhere to laws of international conduct and 
to respect its pledges concerning the security and sover- 
eignty of countries. It was clear from the contents of the 
leader's speech that the United Nations has been drawn 
into the American game plan. It has become an instru- 
ment for the implementation of the American plan, 
which aims at subjecting Iraq and its independence to 
mechanisms and calculations that are entirely foreign to 
the clauses and contents of the oppressive resolutions, 
especially those dealing with latitudes and longitudes in 
northern and southern Iraq. 


If. for obvious reasons that are linked to the concomitant 
international conditions, Iraq had accepted this phase. 1t 
would no longer accept the continuation into the future 
of this situation that encroaches upon Iraqi sovereignty. 
Vhe leader explained it in his historic speech. placing 
limits to a stage that is about to end. and beginning anew 
stage where Iraq would be obliged to take measures that 
would maintain its sovereignty and protect its people 
from the continuation of the unjust embargo. The future 
guarantees prospective Iraqi options and points to a new 
stage in dealing with the tyrants of the world. That 1s 
because the continuation of this cruel phase, which the 
people of Irag are bitterly enduring. places the people 
and leadership of Iraq 1n a position that 1s bound to lead 
to a rectification of the situation and to actions that will 
protect the people of Iraq from the harm that they are 
being subjected to. 


If previous Iraqi options, 1n relation to mechanisms for 
implementing resolutions. had stressed the principles of 
discussions, diplomacy. and negotiations to create the 
topical atmosphere for regulating relations between Iraq 
and the United Nations. then Iraqi options in the 
shadow of the continuation of the embargo. taking into 
account Iraq's lack of confidence in the position of the 
Security Council, and pressures from certain countries in 
the context of a political or diplomatic game plan to keep 
the embargo, will be a variety of choices to end this dirty 
game. These are the choices of the people of the mother 
of battles, a people that have made sacrifices 1n its epic 
steadfastness to confront the conspiracy of starvation 
and destruction. 


We have to state frankly that. in their turn, the Iraqi 
people have opted for a new stage of challenges and 
confrontation, accompanied by a combative popular 
awareness to defeat the embargo and restore their 
national rights and the unity of their lands. In other 
words, more than at any time in the past. Iraqis have 
now become cognizant of the American conspiracy and 
its future horizons. Indeed. they have become reconciled 
to sacrifice and martyrdom for the sake of their dignity 
and the dignity of the fatherland. 


For that reason, opting for confronting the international 
conspiracy has become a popular choice. with its 
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national significance and historic depth. Jt is also linked 
to the extent of the Iraqi people's suffering from the 
embargo and starvation, the people's closeness to the 
unfolding of events, and their deep belief in the vision of 
the leader, his political endeavors and his prognosis for 
the future. 


Third: The problem of the continuation of the embargo 
against Iraq cannot become a political or diplomatic 
game because the embargo has caused the death of many 
Iraqis. as well as the deprivation of an entire people of 
the normal conditions for existence. It has become clear 
to Iraq that the position that 1s being assumed by the 
special committee under Ambassador Rolf Ekeus 1s an 
intentionaly political position. It is being promoted bys 
certain parties in the Council who do not want to lift the 
unjust embargo against Iraq and who want to impose on 
Iraq conditions that are unrelated to Council resolutions. 


The reasons and pretexts that are of a technical nature. 
and that are being employed to justify certain positions 
and practices, are baseless. Not a single technical reason 
exists that would prevent the special committee from 
officially declaring the beginning of the observation 
plan, which the leader referred to. Practically. it had 
already begun prior to offical Iraqi approval of Resolu- 
tion 715, as indicated by the setting up and operation of 
observation cameras for rockets in al-Rafah and al- 
Yaum al--Adhim positions in October 1993. 


Thus the speech was in essence a powerful lesson on 
situations and events and a clever prediction that the 
Security Council will not fulfill its obligations towards 
Iraq ac-ording to paragraph 22. This. in addition to its 
uncooperative stance and the absence of good intentions 
towards Iraq. In his political perceptivity. the leader was. 
moreover. aware of the American game plan that 1s 
based on political interpretations that are biased against 
the resolutions and on numerous justifications, thus 
leaving the resolutions without a definite meaning and a 
definite aim. 


This is what the American Ambassador Madeleine 
Albnght did when she intentionally introduced subjects 
that are not on the agenda 1n order to throw the discus- 
sions out of focus. She claimed that her government 
possessed reports indicating that Iraq was massing forces 
to attack the Kurds. The intention was to cover up the 
central issue and prolong the embargo. 


If through its malicious game plan, the United States of 
America has been able to prolong the embargo. then 11 
has lost its first battle inside the Security Council. This 1s 
the battle where America lost its ability to issue easy 
resolutions and force council members to submit to its 
will. This occurred through the insistence of three of the 
original five permanent members and eight non- 
permanent members. when. for the first time, the (no) of 
the mother of battles with its principled and human 
program entered the records of the United Nations to 
clear the horizons for others to witness the present and 
the future. 
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Fourth: The speech’s significance 1s not to be understood 
merely as an attempt at persuasion, but it 1s more than 
that. To all intents, it 1s a goodwill invitation to the world 
community to understand and respect the Iraqi position, 
and the Iraqi choices that will result from the continua- 
tion of the embargo, including the protection of the 
security of its people and the unity of its lands. 


Iraq has implemented all required obligations according 
to section (J) of Resolution 687 and its clauses. It 
officially accepted Resolution 715 on 26 November 
1993, and indicated its readiness to cooperate with the 
special committee and the International Atomic Energy 
Agency to implement the policy on observation and to 
realize the goals delineated by Resolution 687 in that 
sphere, providing all necessary assistance. Nevertheless, 
as the leader predicted, the Secunmty Council did not 
respect and implement Iraqi rights which were stipulated 
in the council’s resolutions. That means that the other 
Iraqi options directed at lifting the embargo, and halting 
the American conspiracy to Balkanize Iraq’s unity and 
threaten its nationa! security, have become legitimate. 


The only choice, after the failure of the option for 
diplomacy, discussion, and negotiations, 1s, perhaps, the 
option for a decisive confrontation of the American 
plan, in the spirit of the mother of battles and its great 
lessons, as well as in the spirit of relying on Iraqi 
willpower, and the patience and courage of the Iraqi 
people. 


The people of the mother of battles say to the leader: 
“Yes to the decisive confrontation option against the 
tyrants of the world. Yes to the unity of Iraqi land and to 
our historic mghts.”” And let us trust in God 


UNSC Resolutions Against Country Analyzed 


941 H00714 Baghdad AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 
28 May 94 p6 


[Article by Wathiq al-Dayini: “Implications of UNSC 
Resolutions For Iraq’’} 


[Text] It truly is strange for language to become a method 
for obscuring the objective of a resolution, any resolu- 
tion, in the international Security Council. It 1s truly 
remarkable for the experts of the formula to express 
meaning through implication, with hidden meanings and 
signs, in the words and sentences. They are clearly, 
obviously keen on both indications and insinuations. As 
to the logic behind this, we have found numerous possi- 
bilities in interpreting at will or as needed. There is much 
to do in following it up, to say nothing of the complex 
procedures of the final ruling on the soundness or 
faultiness of the measures, carried out in accordance 
with the clear inclination of the resolution and its maker 
at the expense of the victim. 


This panoramic picture reveals more than was revealed 
in the series of resolutions from 660 to 833 dealing with 
the subject of the Security Council's relating to the siege 
of Iraq. The first resolution was clear and concise, and 
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was followed by Resolution 661, which built upon it, in 
inclination and confirmation. After that, the provisions 
of successive resolutions began to grow in number and 
complexity, growing ever more convoluted, culminating 
in the bad faith and shaky ground of Resolution 687. It 
contained exactly 34 major articles, to say nothing of the 
provisions secondary to the major articles themselves, 
some of them linked together, some built on others, some 
conditional on others. It is a semes of links, a magic 
chain, amounting to an assemblage of resolutions along 
this line: 29 resolutions as of the wnting of these lines, 
escalating in quantity, vocabulary, and terminology, and 
specific content, with conditions multiplying, hidden 
orders mounting up, the spreading of sub-commitments, 
and hairsplitting. It 1s impossible for anyone but the 
person who fashioned them, or watched from close by, or 
who studied them with close and rapt attention, to 
understand them. Their dimensions go beyond the text, 
to the area of enforcement, turning things up into down, 
right into left. and north into south. They sap the 
potential of Iraq, the patience of its people, the minutes 
of its history, the dollars of its oil, the punty of its soul, 
without any vestige of the conscience believed in by and 
exercised by Presidents Abraham Lincoln, George Wash- 
ington, and James Monroe, as we know of them in 
American history, only for George Bush and even 
Clinton, to trample under their feet any vestige of this 
conscience, shameslessly and without remorse. The UN 
Secretary General Butrus-Ghali does not oppose. Nor 
does the rotating Presidency of the Security Council 
contemplate it, because he has temporary responsibility 
in that position with its permanent interests in the 
Council, so that the people of Iraq and the oppressed 
people of the world may go where they like. 


In this article, I will not address emotions with mere 
enthusiasm, it and they are both legitimate and justified, 
psychologically and legally, to me. I want a truly rational 
dialogue, to prove to the secretary general of the UN that 
the true dimensions of the Security Council resolutions 
are not in the surface meaning of the apparent words in 
the texts of the resolutions themselves—though it 1s my 
belief that he knows that very well. They are catastrophes 
and crises produced or quarried from the hidden corners 
of these texts that do not appear 1n a quick reading; they 
drift to the surface with the passage of time, in the 
implementation and the planning. defying all types of 
skill to grasp the true meaning! And aimed at a country 
whose time-honored cultures have given so much to 
humanity. 


So that the author of these lines will not appear to be a 
fanatical patriot, he has chosen to deal with the “positive 
aspects,” as the authorities of the Security Council itself 
see them, especially U.S. delegate and Security Council 
Representative Madeleine [Albmght]. What harm ts 
there in that? 


Resolutions 705, 706, and 712 permitted the export of 
Iraqi oil, but not to exceed a value of $1.6 billion per 
year, of which 30 percent would go to pay war repara- 
tions, leaving 70 percent, from which the expenses of the 
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inspection teams in Iraq were to be deducted; what was 
left could be turned into food and medicine, with Iraq 
submitting lists of its needs to the fund that manages the 
expanded committee formed in accordance with Reso- 
lution 661. It decides, “according to its wish and will,” 
on the foods and medicines, without pnor verification or 
agreement with Iraq, or they may be changed in the view 
of the committee anyway. 


From this “positive” facet let us move on to realistic 
analysis and objective deduction, so that Secretary Gen- 
eral Butrus-Ghali can survey the scale of the crime that 
has gone beyond the ouutward appearance and literal 
text, to the meaning of their dangerous, hidden, actual 
implementation. We say. first of all: 


That there are 18 million or more Iraqis, and an area of 
437.000 or more square kilometers. Iraq's enviroment is 
diverse. and has suffered the worst types of pollution; the 
structure of its economy has suffered the greatest blows: 
its industrial. agricultural, and service production have 
dropped to a low point as a result of that. New pests and 
sicknesses have changed the symptoms and outward 
signs of indigenous diseases. Thus studies are needed to 
find new treatments and preventative methods appli- 
cable before mass deaths occur and whole generations 
are deformed from birth. All this ts well known to 
Secretary General Butrus-Ghali, the rotating presidency 
of the Security Council, and both the permanent and 
temporary members, as we for our part expect. 


We come to the ramifications each Security Council 
resolution actually aims for. They are not stated clearly, 
so we will explain them here. with the support of two 
international statements linked to the United Nations in 
one way or another, directly or indirectly, through its 
existing Organizations and institutions. We say: 


|. The allocation of $1.6 billion, described as the greatest 
dollar value of oi! exports Iraq 1s allowed, without 
freedom of action being allowed the Government of Iraq 
for the 70 percent remaining after the deduction of 30 
percent for war reparations, with the postponement and 
procrastination of the expanded committee due to the 
nature of its chosen instrument of action. Weeks and 
months have been wasted with both muddle and confu- 
sion, meaning that Iraq is threatened with deprivation of 
its sole source of hard currency income. This creates a 
basis for the hugest process of economic inflation ever 
witnessed by any country in the world. All of this 
happened within just three years, when the president of 
the World Bank in Washington stated, in November 
1993. “The World Bank recognizes poverty as being 
subsistence on income of less than one dollar per citizen 
per dav to provide him with a life and livelihood.” 


A simple calculation shows that the subsistence of Iraqi 
citizens as poor people—according to the above hypoth- 
esis—would require $6.280 billion per year (that 1s, 18 
million people times 360 days). No matter how we try to 
distribute this sum successfully among the local GNP 
and the oil revenues fixed by the Security Council, there 
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is NO suitable opportunity for providing the people with 
this amount through sound economic opportunities. Is it 
one of the missions of the Security Council to destroys 
Iraq’s economy and demography. or to halt advanced 
economic progress only in Iraq? Does the Council 
wonder how the residents of a country—beneath whose 
land lie the world’s second largest oil reserves—live as 
poor people, poorer than those of sub-Saharan Africa? 
We ask, 1s that possible? Can that be allowed? Is it nght. 
Mr. Secretary General? 


Then, from a purely economic standpoint, the pur- 
chasing power of the local currency has become a basic 
measure, according to UNICEF, of the luxury or well- 
being of children in terms of preventative health immu- 
nities and education up to age five. instead of relying on 
the balance of “gross national income yield quotient” or 
“per capita GNP”—which has fallen, it seems, forever 
(see The Economist of London, 25 September 1993. p. 
54). 


When we put the last two paragraphs together, we find 11 
all too believable, that the purchasing power of the local 
Iraqi currency has declined: a decline that 1s continuing 
locally and internationally. It stalls the productive mech- 
anism from working at full capacity, and cuts off the 
supply of hard currency earned from production The 
cutoff of the supply of this currency 1s one of the direct 
causes of the decline in the purchasing power of the 
national currency, 1n the lead-up to the plan of Security 
Council Resolutions 705, 706, 712, and 687. specifically, 
and foremost. In order for Iraq's citizens—based on the 
above—to reach the brink of poverty. each would need 
resources of a little more than 300 Iraq: dinars [ID] per 
day. according to the Iraqi Central Bank's estimates of 
the value of the dollar in local currencies at the time of 
the writing of this article. Yet how can a citizen achieve 
this daily income, when it 1s the weekly or monthly 
income of a large segment of citizens, and the official 
price of the dinar versus the dollar before the Gulf war 
was $3.30 to one dinar? This 1s a certain fact in Iraq, and 
was, and still is, a hidden objective of the resolutions of 
the Secunty Council itself. 


2. From the monetary value of purchasing power. to 
biological value. Problems have resulted from the con- 
tinued spread of the effects of the Secunty Counc! 
resolutions, their prohibitions on exports and imports tn 
and out of Iraq, for a period longer than 1s reasonable or 
acceptable. Logically and realistically, morally and 
legally, we may say that the UN’s standard for measuring 
poverty in UNESCO's literature, is that the number of 
calories a citizen consumes in one day is 3,000 or less. A 
study of these reports shows that, in the developed and 
developing countries, we find the level of calornes con- 
sumed gradually rising. This 1s natural; it has reached 
7,000 calories per person per day, or dropped to 500 
calories per person per day during periods of drought in 
some Afncan countries. But the prohibitions afflicting 
Iraq after the Council's forthcoming, ongoing, cumula- 
tive, and multiplied resolutions, implemented through 
Resolutions 661, 687, and 712. in spite of all the pleas 
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about “humanitanan conditions,” have meant a dim- 
nution of the Iraq: people's daily share of calones, from 
4.300 in 1980, to 4,100 at the end of the Iran-Iraq war (a 
trivial difference of only 200 calories). Then the calories 
fell to 1,S00 during the recent visit to Baghdad of 
Sadruddin Agha Khan. Then it fell to about 1,300 
calories per person per day, with a poor percentile 
distribution of its basic elements: protein, carbohy- 
drates, fat, vitamins, and rare minerals, in spite of all the 
government's efforts to effect an acceptable nutritional 
balance, to achteve the internationally acknowledged 
minimum daily requirement (MDR), according to 
gender, labor, climate. and age. This would provide a 
varied diet through the use of a family ration card that 
would keep the threat of famine from the great and 
patient Iraqi people, through the government's resources 
and special channels for the supply and preparation of 
goods and toodstutfs. Did the Security Council 
announce this objective, actually intended and certain in 
its resolutions, between the lines and magic words of its 
English text, so astonishing in its English formula? 
And—should Iraq permit all this to continue on its 
course, going from bad to worse, with no end in sight? 


We lay these inhumane facts, as an objective conclusion 
of Iraq’s situation, before Secretary General Butrus- 
Ghah and the rotating Presidency of the Security 
Council, because it will change, but for the worse, and 
grow more complicated, on the pretext of ending Iraqi 
military progress and paralyzing the effectiveness of its 
armament with weapons of mass destruction. This, 
despite the fact that the effect of the resolutions has gone 
far bevond Iraqi military power, to affect every facet of 
lite in the country. 


Development of Post-War Military Described 


O41 HOO724 Baghdad AL-QADISIYAH in Arabic 
29 Mav 94 p 3 


[Article by “Ali Khayyun: “Development of Military 
Performance After Mother of Battles’ 


[Text] The hero Iraq: military, thanks to the direct 
leadership and special care that it has recerved—both 
individuals and organizations—trom Armed Forces 
Commander-in-Chief President Saddam Husayn, has 
made major, significant developments in its militar 
performance and various activities, both on the level of 
formations and active branches. One of the results of this 
was its ending of the longest war in contemporary history 
with a clear victory in the glorious Saddam’s Qadisiyah 
[reters to Iran-Iraq war]. The climax of precise perfor- 
mance came in the mother of battles, when the military 
stood in complete confidence to resist the trickery of the 
aggressors. Our military forced the aggressors to depart 
after they ended a period of bombardment from afar, in 
order to avoid a direct and long battle with this giant. 
The observant, impartial investigator can point out some 
of the factors enabling this powerful military to adjust 
and develop in the different situations experienced by 
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the country, through examining certain aspects of devel- 
opment in its military performance and technical activ- 
ities after the mother of battles and during the two years 
of the difficult and harsh blockade. 


Discipline and Training 


Among the most important aspects that were actively 
and effectively concentrated upon was military training, 
described as the backbone upon which the strength of the 
military entity depends, in either war or peace. Despite 
the fact that the Iraqi Military, since its establishment, 
has stressed the importance of training, truth requires 
that we point out that the apex that our military reached 
in this area was its concentration on the importance of 
training at the time of preparing for the battle to liberate 
al-Faw. This stage received direct, daily, and detailed 
supervision by the supreme commander, President 
Saddam Husayn, known for his experience, sagacity, and 
brilliance in preparing individuals and groups for action, 
as well as in future planning. 


The military chief of staff stated in a report dated 27 
April 1991, entitled “President's Role in Preparation for 
the Liberation of al-Faw,” that the combatants thought 
that the training was more difficult and mgorous than the 
battle conditions they experienced. This means that the 
training achieved its main objective, which was to enable 
the soldier to fight the battle with psychological and 
physical abilities superior to what he would face on the 
spot and what he would encounter in various military 
operations. 


Field commanders remembered those results after the 
mother of battles. They were made one of the principles 
upon which the planning required to prepare a strong, 
capable, and efficient military was based. Therefore, the 
military rid itself of considerable excess baggage that was 
considered burdensome, as well as any unjustifiable 
expansion in its various formations. The foundation was 
laid in accordance with standards passed on through 
experience and usage. Branch schools, institutes, and 
military colleges underwent a transformation in the 
nature of their work, curricula, and planning pertaining 
to preparing new volunteers, or developing a service 
guide for officers, NCO’s, and troops to make them 
suitable for the tasks required of them in difficult cir- 
cumstances. 


Along with the importance of theory and curnculum 
preparation, a series of successful military exercises were 
conducted in the field, under the direct supervision of 
the minister of defense, the chief of staff, and his andes. 
Their purpose was to place the units in a situation 
similar to severe battle conditions. The units established 
an actual front, engaging in armed combat with dummy 
targets, in order to increase efficiency of performance 
and develop the commanders’ capabilities for planning 
and execution. These exercises achieved splendid results 
in the final evaluation last vear and, especially, this year. 
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Technical Development 


The results of training and operations have been clear, 
but another important aspect remains: the performance 
of technical services of the vanous branches. By this we 
mean technical specialties, and the orgamizations that 
pursue them, fulfilling important roles whose purpose 1s 
to ensure the flow of combat units’ operations in peace 
and war 


The penod following the mother of battles saw the 
iniquitous blockade cause a shortage of resources and 
materials, because of the aggressive nature of those 
imposing the blockade. This penod saw distinctive tech- 
nical achievements in terms of actual production in 
accordance with the military's practical needs 


The impartial investigator can call this phase of technical 
production the reality phase as a term that 1s close to 
events in the military technical factornes, workshops, and 
organizations. The direction was then toward self- 
sufficiency, through rebuilding the military's require- 
ments using damaged materials, 1n accordance with the 
existing and dire need for them. The technical branches, 
including—or rather, in its vanguard—the Engineering 
Branch, began to pursue the method of concentrated. 
intensive campaigns to produce and rebuild replacement 
materials for the armed forces and for certain state 
agencies and departme.:its, helping to alleviate the effects 
of the oppressive blockade on the one hand. and 
achieving the principle of independence in developing 
technical capabilities, instead of our past dependence or 
foreign sources, on the other. This 1s one of the goals in 
serving the military in particular, and the state in gen- 
eral 


Ideal performance matenalzed during the mother of 


battles in salvage. clearing, and repair operations but, 
today. it 1s represented by a pattern in performance 
challenged by stresstul and difficult factors of daily work 
in the various military units. Therefore, the technical 
development that has occurred ts on a par with training, 
operations, and other important activities that form the 
crux of the units’ work on land, sea, and in the air 


Intellectual and Psychological Aspects 


During the mother of battles, the military units received 
a great deal of psychological pressure, in terms of well- 
thought-out, dreadful psychological wartare, which was 
the summation of efforts of hundreds of agencies and 
specialized research centers in the West. The purpose 
was to inflict psychological damage on the individual 
combatant, frustrate and influence the military units, 
and paralyze their abilities to advance on the front 
Hostile radios were used in well-planned ways to broad- 
cast news reports and analyses. Within their words, they 
concealed lies that appeared to be objective and neutral 
in their views but, in fact. were armed at planting seeds 
of doubt in the citizen's heart and a lack of steadfastness 


in the soldier's mind 
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However, the Iraq: soldier displayed the highest degree 
of stability and steadfastness in the face of that hostile 
action, because of the guidance he received trom. his 
immediate superiors and the voice of the supreme com- 
mander, President Saddam Husayn. This came at the 
exact moment to assure victory for Iraq and to ensure 
that the enemies would experience rapid failure and that 
the mother of battles would be the truly great encounter, 
because of its present dimensions and the unique historic 
place that it holds 


From this point of departure, ideological reorganization 
has become necessary in the military, as well as political 
guidance as a politico-military instituuion that directs its 
efforts at drawing up the required plans for the purpose 
of pursuing and deepening those values that the mother 
of battles aroused in the hearts and minds of armed 
forces members. They were hfted to the level that 
President Saddain Husayn extolled on 8 July 199) 
concerning the mother of battles, when he said 


“The mother of battles was big. bigger than described. | 
don't think anyone can desenbe it now, including the 
speaker. We will give it its due. If we want to Know its 
size, we must review it from the beginning to its last 
scene. Why did 33 countnes gang up against Iraq” 
Thirty-three countnes on one side and only Iraq on the 
other. This ts history's equation, and no one can change 
it. The sacrifices were the reaper’s price and the price of 
honor and glory. This was not a loss, because losing ts a 
wretched condition, but the condition whose meaning 1s 
planted in history, in the hearts of mankind, and on the 
community level as a whole, then that cannot be a loss” 


With this very momentous concept, a plan was devel- 
oped for intellectual and psychological preparation after 
the mother of battles, in order to consolidate its manifest 
truths in minds and maintain the harvest of honor and 
glory, which was one of its gifts, so that they may grow, 
swell, and continue as a symbol of renewal and strength 


The ideological reorganization in the military has been 
met with awareness and understanding. Outstanding 
interest has been directed toward preparing cadres 
capable of conveying intellectual results to the military's 
various units and rarsing the general education and 
mental strength to the level of understanding of the 
existing truths and being able to deal consciously with 
them. 


Consciousness 18 an important weapon in the present 
stage. The elements of consciousness do not depend on 
general education itself. but concentrate on various 
factors, led by the ability to convince, the ability. to 
understand the pain this nation is suffering, and the 
importance of standing strong and resolutely, in order to 
achieve high national unity and to perpetuate the vital 
and powerful rallying around the symbol of strength and 
pride, President Saddam Husayn 


Current results in the field of education, conscirousness- 
raising, planning, and rallying of trained and exper 
enced cadres cause the observer to feel a high deeree of 
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contidence in the tuture. This means that the tremen- 
dous results of the glorious mother of battles have been 
extended, expanded, and intertwined, so as to become a 
new starting point in building a strong, ideological, and 
better-trained militar 


In summary, one can describe the big picture in a few 


lines. [tas that military performance after the mother of 


battles, in the vanous branches, offers an imposing. 
optimistic view of the future of the armed forces in our 
country, under the aegis of President Saddam Husayn 
This ensures victory, stability, and tranquillity, whose 
warp and woot ts a strong, alert military of a steadfast 
and patient people 


The military used its accumulated expenence in accor- 
dance with the situation it was in. Therefore, when it 
fought the glonous battle of Saddam's Qadisivah with 
Strength. success, and high efficiency, it was relying on 
experences obtained in national battles and regional 
wars since [921 It began to make use of its expenences 
accumulated in Saddam's Qadisivah to contront the 


hated American-Zrontst aggression during the mother of 


battles. The military is reaping the harvest of two expe- 
riences, mnereasing its long age in order to crown its 
glorious history with useful gifts to prepare a strong and 
unshakable foundation, a preparation commensurate 
with future conditions, its natural course filled with 
medals and decorations of glory and bravery, eager for 
the liberating goals set for it by the Arab socialist Ba‘th 
Party. aimed at unity of the Mushm Nation, completely 
hberating it trom the talse gods of blasphemy and errors 
That is not bevond the reach of our great military and tts 
Victorious supreme commander 


Relationship Between Exchange Rate, Price Hikes 
Discussed 

V4] HOOOS A Baghdad AL-QADISTY AH im Arabic 
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[Article by Said “Abbud al-Samira‘’h “Are Price Hikes A 
Function of the Exchange Rate?”] 


| Text) The prices of varnous consumer goods, and espe- 
clally of foods, are constantly rising. Price hikes are not 
so much driven by economics as bv personal factors 
rooted in greed, monopolies, and the lust for maximum 
profit. Profiteers are abusing conditions of the bovcott 
and the cessation of oil exports and the consequent 
shortage of foreign reserves to finance the country’s 
Various imports, especially of foodstulls, medicine, and 
other basic staples and consumer goods. Those factors 
have caused prices to be very vulnerable to the hes the 
hostile media fabricates about Iraq and about US. and 
Gulf states’ resolve to maintain the bovcott of Irag even 
though the latter has acceded to all the unfair UN 
demands of it 


It is an axiom of economics that price is a function of 


cost, te. the cost of production, and that price ts 
determined in the marketplace by supply and demand 
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Let us examine farm production as an example. Aval- 
able indicators point out that farm production has not 
contracted to a noticeable degree that would cause prices 
10 mse. In fact, the supply of certain truits and vegetables 
far exceeds the demand for them, and vet their pnees 
instead of declining. tend to rise and stabilize on the high 
side. When we examine the real cause of this phenom: 
enon we find that price levels are controlled bv several 
factors, including that of farm producers who do ther 
best to keep prices high in order to squeeze out the 
largest possible profit. They use all the means available 
to them in order to sell their products at the prices thes 
want outside the established framework. In other words, 
the produce 1s being sold in most instances directly to the 
consumer without benefit of wholesalers. A comparison 
of established retail prices and producers’ prices of one 
kilo of certain vegetables would show the latter to be 
four-fold more. The prices of such articles rise as the 
dollar exchange rate mses, but they do not dechne when 
the exchange rate drops. This would clearly indicate that 
the prices of those items are not linked to exchange rate 
fluctuations 


It behooves us at this point to reter to the real reasons tor 
the dollar problem in Iraq, or rather to the dollar's high 
exchange rate vis-a-vis the Traq: dinar, Itoas common 
knowledge that the dollar exchange rate has been esca- 
lating rapidly and steadily in the past few months, 
causing concern to both private citizens and officials 
alike because of the consequent upward pressure on 
domestic prices and on the cost of hving 


It rs obvious that the dollar supply on tragi: markets ts 
very limited due to its very limited sources. Iraq has no 
labor torce emploved abroad, as 1s the case with some 
other Arab countnes. Exports, a major source of foreign 
exchange, are currently at a standstill because of the 
economic bovcott. The only remaining national sources 
of dollars are what money a few Iraqi expatriates send 
their famihes, what tourists bring to the country on thei 
visits to sacred shrines, what foreign diplomatic per- 
sonnel stationed in traq spend, and dollars smuggled 
from the northern and western regions of the country 


Dollar sources are therefore few and do not provide a 
large enough supply to meet domestic government and 
private demand and put downward pressure on the 
dollar rate. The dollar rate of exchange theretore mses in 
response to strong demand, especially by government 
agencies. Dollar rates also tend to rise tn response to 
hostile reports circulated by anti-Iraqi broadcasts. [tts to 
be noted that every hike in the rate of the dollar causes 
an even higher rise in domestic prices, so much so that 
prices generally remain at unrealistic astronomical levels 
that have no basis in fact in economics or moral logn 
Moral values have vanished to be replaced bv greed, 
avarice, and profiteering among the majority of parasitic 
merchants, enemies of the people who suffer from esca- 
lating prices, especially of domestic food products that 
have no foreign content and therefore no relationship to 
the dollar. And vet. the prices of those products are high 
even though their supply has been more plentiful than in 
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the previous season. Prices are constantly rising because 
of the boycott, of hostile propaganda, and of perpetu- 
ating the boycott against our valorous country. 


The inelasticity of demand for farm products calls for 
strong Oversight measures, since vegetables, fruits, eggs, 
and meat are now priced beyond the reach of most 
people and complaints of high prices are the norm. The 
government must fix fruit and vegetable prices at mod- 
erate levels at which people can buy the quantities they 
need while allowing sellers a fair profit. Such price-fixing 
must be accompanied by vigorous government moni- 
toring. Should such action fail, relevant government 
agencies would have no option but to open several stores 
in various areas of Baghdad where fruits and vegetables 
would be offered at reasonable prices unaffected by 
hostile broadcasts or dollar rate fluctuations. That is the 
solution to save our people who suffer a sratospheric cost 
of living for no reason whatsoever except the evil pro- 
pensity of some merchants and peddlers to seek as much 
illicit profit as possible without regard for morals or 
religion. 


Watban Ibrahim on Perseverance, B eaking 
Blockade 


94LH0068A Baghdad AL-IRAQ in Arabic 21 Apr 94 p 3 


[Article by Watban Ibrahim al-Hasan] 


[Text] Throughout history no truism has proved itself 
like the truism about perseverance, a truism that always 
points to the outcome with all the connotations of 
success that issue from it. Perseverance in difficult 
circumstances has always been the more exact expression 
of the faith of nations and peoples and their insistence on 
reaching the shores of stability, security, and victroy. 


Of all nations, we, Muslim Arabs, are more aware of the 
meaning of faith and perseverance as they represent a 
vital element of a nation’s contribution and an affirma- 
tion of the levels of its cultural achievements, having 
expressed its principles in difficult circumstances that, 
for today’s generations, denote an important significance 
in the meanings of survival and the contemplation of the 
bright pictures of the future and the ability to confront 
and overcome difficulties. It is sufficient for us to point 
out that the holy Koran advocates perseverance in more 
than one situation and gives it considerable importance, 
which explains one of the mysteries of belief and of being 
affiliated with the exalted Islamic faith. In the perfection 
of His precious Book, the Allmighty has said that God is 
with those who persevere. That means a guarantee of 
actual victory for those who persevere through a promise 
from God that He will be with each persevering believer. 
How great is the believer when God is on his side! 


Today, in these difficult conditions, as we experience 
circumstances that have been imposed on our country by 
imperial and colonial policies, utilizing their capabilities 
and agents to starve our people by the unjust blockade 
that has been imposed upon us for more than three and 
one-half years, we find ourselves in the greatest need to 
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consider historical! facts logically and scientifically to 
discover the extent of our expectations in the light of our 
belief and perseverance. 


Imperialism, which has waged the greatest barbaric 
agression of our modern age against our steadfast Iraq, in 
addition to the various conspiracies of form and manner 
that followed, the most notable being the blockade 
against Iraq, is now attmepting, by these methods, and 
by various means, to breach the will of the people that 
aborted its military plans. We should be absolutely aware 
that the basic element for defeating what remains of the 
serialized conspiracy will be faith and perseverance. 
This, after Iraqis have demonstrated during this period 
of the blockade, that they are able to break the blockade 
that imperialism had sought to impose on the Iraqi will. 
The expression of that will is the development plan and 
new construction, which the president and leader, 
Saddam Husayn, has directed with his enlightened mind, 
announcing thereby a renaissance of the fact of Iraqi 
faith in the cultural role that befits this great people. 


Pious, persistent, Arab Iraq has been able to rouse its 
entire history at this important stage in the life of the 
nation. It has been able to embody this history into a 
palpable, practical reality that has been confirmed by 
events and indicators. 


If by imposing the blockade, the agressors seek to destroy 
this great people, then they will be disappointed. The 
essence of belief in the noble Islamic faith will not permit 
enemies to demean the dignity of the believer. That is 
because the element of belief will also drive the faithful 
to more persistence so as to affirm the prophetic pres- 
ence that God has chosen to be in the hearts of this 
nation, and to make us witnesses to history. 


Oppression, no matter the extent of its transgressions, nc 
matter the extent of participation in it by the spiteful, no 
matter how much it extends or prolongs itself, will not be 
a permanently existing state. It is, however, on the one 
hand, a venue for the believer to be tested, and on the 
other, a means for exposing the oppressors, so as to 
magnify their wickedness and so as God’s just punish- 
ment will descend upon them. The holy Koran, which 
through faith and guidance illuminates the path of 
goodness, justice, and a free, noble life for all of 
humanity, is comprehensive and clear in interpreting the 
significance of persistence for confronting the enemies of 
God and overcoming the difficulties of life, and for 
testing the faith of believers, the type of persistence that 
is combined with deep faith which represents spiritual 
energy which has been created to seize victory. The 
Almighty affirms the importance of perseverance indou- 
bling the energy of the faithful, enabling them to prevail 
against the oppressors, no mattter how great their 
number. In the name of God, most gracious, most 
merciful, “Many a small army has defeated a large army 
by God's leave. God is with those who persevere.” Truly 
spoke the Allmighty. 
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There are some noble interpretations that are summa- 
rized for us by our history as interpretations of persever- 
ance. If we were to individualize them by numerous 
chapters, they would not encompass all the meanings of 
belief and perseverance in our glorious histroy. 


In the battle against injustice, oppression, and tyranny, 
there are many examples in our Arab Islamic history of 
perseverance. The most significant illustration of that 1s 
the blockade by the Quraysh disbelievers of the 
Muhammad clan, when disbelievers exiled them with a 
distant people, blockaded and starved them. The disbe- 
lievers prepared for their oppressive blockade a docu- 
ment in which they made a pact against the clan of the 
Prophet Muhammad. Days followed days, and the suf- 
fering of Muslims increased. However, this suffering did 
not breach their will in the least, but doubled and 
polished the essence of belief, and was a great lesson for 
all Muslims and a noble example of the means for 
approaching God through perseverance and exertion. It 
only took a few months for the document of the Quraysh 
disbelievers to be ripped up. Nothing remained of it 
except: “In Your name is the inspiration.”’ The blockade 
collapsed together with the document, and all the people 
testified to the justice of the Prophet's noble Islamic 
program and condemned the program of disbelief and 
oppression 


The perseverance of the Prophet’s clan during the 
months of the blockade is a model and an example of the 
confirmation of the principle in which they believed. 
Secondly, it is also evidence of Quraysh’s oppression and 
tyranny. What occured after that is that the disbelievers 
realized that they were unable to mask the sun of justice 
and truth, in spite of the torture, crimes, murder and 
treachery they perpetrated on Muslims, and inspite of all 
they perpetrated in the form of techniques to starve and 
weaken Muslims. 


Consequently, Muslims feel that justice is higher, no 
matter how long oppression lasts, expands, and extends 
itself, and that perseverance is the key for raising the 
banner of justice. It is incumbent upon us to imagine 
what could have occured if Muslims had weakened in the 
face of that oppression and blockade. Would Islam have 
been as we see it today, a religion, a message, and a 
belief? 


Only perseverance against oppression could guarantee 
the continuation of the bestowal of the Islamic message. 
It was perseverance that delineated the boundaries for 
spreading it to all the corners of the earth, as well as the 
boundaries for its journey through history from the time 
when God sent forth his Prophet Muhammed, to this 
day and forever after. 


Let us return to the present after our journey through the 
expanse of history, and let us read Iraq as it 1s today, in 
the context of the oppressive blockade that has been 
imposed on our steadfast struggling country. Let us read 
with the eyes of the alert believer in God who perseveres 
in God's mandate, to convince ourselves from the facts 
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of the future that the enemies w..o allied themselves 
against Iraq, and today, before all else, wish to under- 
mine belief in the hearts of Iraqis and breach the will of 
the people, not only to destroy it, but so it will not 
become a dynamic example that will be followed by 
persevering believers in our modern age. This, after Iraq 
took its well-known stand against the armies of 33 
countries, and after it remained with its head high, and 
did not give up its principles, honor, and sovereignty. 


The enemies today want to destroy Iraq’s future, its Arab 
affiliation and Islam. Their intentions were exposed 
when Iraq did all it was supposed to do to implement 
United Nations resolutions, despite their iniquity and 
oppressiveness. Many have even admitted as much. 


Still, the enemies’ will persists with a program of aggres- 
sion and starvation, attempting to unbalance Iraq and 
distance it from its distinguished human, cultured, prin- 
cipled stand. In spite of all that and in spite of all this 
aggression, the enemies have not realized what they 
desired. On the contrary, Iraq has continued to be 
persevering and steadfast, and has remained an example 
to all honorable people in the world. 


The period of the blockade, no matter how prolonged, 
cannot continue. However, the end of the blockade 
cannot come about except by the will of the sons of Iraq 
when they persevere and announce the failure of impe- 
rial plans and their destruction on the rock of Iraqi 
steadfastness. 


Many negative conditions occur at difficult times, like 
the period of the blockade that has been imposed on 
Iraq. But, negative conditions like these will not become 
the rule. This, in spite of enemy attempts to exploit these 
conditions as openings that can be penetrated. However, 
in such difficult circumstances, the positive conditions 
have proved to be more generous and illuminating. 


The matter of social solidarity which emerged and inten- 
sified during the blockade has palpably demonstrated 
that the perseverance and faith of Iraqis have increased 
many times over. Believers rushed to boost this noble 
behavioral quality so as to vouch for their belief and to 
gain access through it to the sincere path of Muslims and 
to the principles and values of Arabs. 


This illuminating situation and that of new construction 
and development, as well as that of doubling awareness, 
and many other signs of Iraqi steadfastness are an 
indication of the failure of the aggression program, and 
that the blockade is coming to an end. After boosting the 
tenets of victory, belief, and steadfastness, nothing is left 
of the blockade except the last round. As to the appear- 
ance of some negative conditions, if we were to compare 
them to other conditions in other countries that did not 
have to endure the problem of the blockade, we would 
become certain that these conditions do not greatly 
influence matters of awareness and steadfastness. 


In the circumstances of the blockade, Iraqi contribution 
lists have been set up. Drawing inspiration from the 
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mind of the Leader, Saddam Husayn, and implementing 
it realistically, 1s the most important element in the 
crossing over to safety’s shore. This, togther with a 
thunderous declaration about the failure of the blockade 
against the people of Iraq. The Iraqi people, holding up 
today a great heroic human model, have demands that 
would stress the meanings of its victory in all aspects of 
life. This is to stress to the world in its entirety that the 
series of conspiracies and aggressions will not be able to 
deflect our pious sincere people from its determination 
and insistence to reach the havens of the sun, light and 
glory. This fact, which the people have confirmed by 
their persistense and steadfastness is the new nation’s 
birthday certificate initiating the age of heroism. 


Through perseverance and belief, the peoples [of the 
world] will open the doors of the future. For Iraqis, only 
a little time remains before they can pick the fruits of 
their perseverance, because the duration of steadfastness 
is the measure of the will. The duration of our steadfast- 
ness 1s an entire age of will, which was declared to the 
world by the unique Leader, Saddam Husayn, who is 
leading us to the gates of victory and glory so that we will 
open them in the name of the Almighty and the perse- 
vering and the pious. 


However, persistence alone, in spite of its spiritual 
importance, and its direct reverberations on the level of 
bolstering the strength of believers and detonating the 
energies of zeal in the direction of challenging injustice 
and those who cause it, cannot become the weapon of 
decisive victory unless it is combined, first and foremost, 
with belief and contributions too. It is not at all sufficient 
that we be persistent in confronting the forces of injus- 
tice, persecution and arbitrariness, which have employed 
and continue to employ all the evil and most sordid ways 
and means in order to prejudice our dignity and inde- 
pendence, and to threaten our existence, because persis- 
tence must be founded on the belief in the justice of our 
cause for the sake of which we are fighting the evil ones, 
and on the belief in our ability to confront, and on the 
belief that victory 1s our ally in the last round. 


Persistence and belief must also be embodied in our 
daily activities in extrordinarily generous contributions 
in order to defeat the enemies and in order to reinforce 
the values of steadfastness in our striving persistent 
people. This should be directed towards seeking new 
means for defeating enemies, and for restricting the 
methods of their psychological warfare, and in con- 
fronting them with a single, national will that is coura- 
geous, coordinated and capable of contributing, and of 
performing extraordinarily in work situations, as well as 
being alert to enemy plans and capable of destroying 
conspiratorial rings through work...and work...and work, 
embodying the words of the Almighty in his perfect, 
clear Book: “Work and God, the Prophet and believers 
will be aware of your work.’ Truly spoke the Almighty. 


The unjust blockade 1s breathing its last, thanks to Iraqi 
steadfastness, persistence, and mastery which have been 
and are being led by the president and zealous leader, 
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Saddam Husayn, with his striving ingenuity, may God 
protect him. The stretch of the blockade that has passed 
is the longer and more difficult time. Nothing remains 
before our great, persistent, zealous, masterful, sacri- 
ficing people except the last round, especially after the 
whole of humanity has began to express its under- 
standing of Iraq’s principled, just, and courageous posi- 
tion, and began to express its solidarity with the struggle 
of our combative people, that have amazed the enemies, 
in order to lift the unjust blockade. 


That is why it is not the will of the murderous enemies 
that will lift the blockade, but it is the will of the heroic 
Iraqis, who have always been an outstanding example of 
exertion, contribution, and sacrifice and of defending 
their existence, freedom, and national choices, that will 
put a stop to, rip up and destroy the blockade. 


Regarding this, the president and leader, may God 
protect him, confirmed in his histroic speech commem- 
orating the sixth aniversary for the liberation of beloved 
Fao, the city of martyrdom and the gate to the great 
victory, that: “Prosperity [does not appear]...because the 
evil ones intend to lift their evil, but because we know 
that the hand grasping the sword from its cutting edge 
will be forced to relax its fingers on the cutting edge when 
the sword 1s drawn forcefully.” 


So, nothing remains before our great people except the 
last round, to rip up the blockade and destroy it, and to 
open the gates of the happy future. Let us then fill this 
round with unceasing work and with extraordinary con- 
tributions that express the greatness of the capable 
national will in the time of the leader, Saddam Husayn, 
may God protect him. 


ISRAEL 


Effect of ‘Third Way’ Movement on Yesha’ 
Council 


94AA0079B Tel Aviv HA‘ARETZ in Hebrew3 Jun 94 p 4 


[Article by Nadav Shragay: “In Rabin’s Garden’’] 


[Text] The love affair between the people of the Yesha’ 
Council and the movement known today as “The Third 
Way” began before the elections for the | 3th Knesset, as 
an ideological-intellectual clarification. The Third Way, 
as currently constituted, did not yet exist. The meetings 
and clarifications took place in ’Ofra between the lead- 
ership of the Yesha’ Council (Israel Har’el, "Uri ’Ari‘el, 
Ze'ev Hever, and others) and the people of the “‘Double 
Column,” who today form the ideological backbone of 
the Third Way: Professor Avraham Wachman,; ’Elisha’ 
Hess; ‘Avshalom Dolav; Dubi Helman of Yotvata, who 
was then Interior Secretary of TEQEM [United Kibbutz 
Movement], and David Rotenberg of Bet Oren. The 
debates were sharp but respectful. Many of the discus- 
sants had a common military background, and the fact 
that the West Bank settlers were seated across from 
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isracl’s Own settlement people eased the dialogue, that 
reached its high point on the eve of the Knesset elections, 
with a meeting that went on for a whole day. 


The election results changed the nature of the discus- 
sions. The matter of Judaea-Samaria-Gaza among the 
Double Column people ceased to be purely intellectual. 
The PLO and Israel had recognized each other, and the 
threat of a return to the borders of 1967 and the 
evacuation of the settlements seemed more real than 
ever. Yo'el Bin-Nun did some pointed soul searching in 
those days with his members and warned them, in the 
pages of the journal NEQUDA, that if they continued 
the “all-or-nothing” approach, they might wind up with 
nothing. The “Blue Club,” that today is part of the 
“Third Way.” and many of whose members live in the 
city of “Efrat in Gush “Etziyon, distanced themselves 
even more and tried to persuade the Yesha’ Council to 
adopt a solution of settlement blocs, while conceding 
those areas in which the Arab population was dense. 


In October 1993, in the wake of the Oslo agreement and 
the understanding that a new reality had been created in 
the territories, the leadership of the Yesha’ Council 
adopted a program that said, among other things, that 
“all the Jewish settlements in Judaea-Samaria-Gaza 
would remain in place, but the Judaea-Samaria-Gaza 
settlements would be organized in blocs. There would be 
territorial strips between the blocs, as well as connecting 
highways for security needs, traffic, administration, con- 
trol, and maintenance.” Within this detailed program 
there was no mention of the status of the Arab towns and 
villages, but something positive was implied by the 
negative. It was clear that, because it had no choice, the 
Yesha’ Council was willing to reconcile itself to limited 
autonomy in areas with a dense Arab population, where 
Jews did not live. 


Even in the Knesset the right was forced to recognize the 
harsh reality. The automatic majority of the left in the 
legislative house led the extraparliamentary right to the 
Labor Party hawks. ‘Avigdor Qahalani, for example, 
traveled a long road from the time Yisra’el Harel 
preached to him in the Knesset that there are people who 
are very brave on the battlefield and very cowardly in 
politics—until that same Qahalani stood up a few 
months ago before residents of the Jordan Valley and 
declared that he was willing to become the symbol of the 
struggle for the Valley just as he was the symbol of the 
struggle for the Golan. “If the Labor Party leaves the 
Valley. | will leave the Labor Party,” Qahalani declared. 


Hanan Porat, Har’el, and their friends spent long hours 
in the Knesset corridors talking with Gedalya Gal, 
Ya agov Tzur, Ori Or, “Emanu’el Zissman, and others. 
One meeting, with the Labor faction in the Knesset, that 
lasted five hours, was particularly difficult. The Yesha’ 
people made their interlocutors feel spineless, “goaded,” 
and punished by Yitzhag Rabin, dragged along by Yosi 
Beilin. 
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In the first stage of the talks, the Labor hawks used the 
line of defense that Rabin had furnished them: the 
distinction between “security settlement” and “political 
settlement.” But Rabin himself dropped this line of 
defense when he began talking about the possibility of 
evacuating settlements both on the Golan and in the 
Valley and in consigning the settlements in general. 


At the same time, the people of the Double Column, the 
Blue Club, and TEQEM began consolidating an old-new 
alternative to complete withdrawal. Thus arose the 
Third Way, the principle of which 1s the maintenance 
and strengthening of the defense lines in the Valley, on 
the Golan, in Greater Jerusalem, in Gush ‘Etzion, and in 
the settlement blocs not located within dense Arab 
population. Haim Guri conducted long discussions with 
the Golan people. especially with Yehuda Har’el. Again 
and again the Labor Party platform was contrasted with 
reality, and Rabin’s words were quoted from election eve 
in Qatzrin favoring a strengthening of the settlements on 
the Golan. 


At the end of last year, alongside the Jordan Valley 
monument to the fallen, an assembly of solidarity with 
the residents of the region was held, with the participa- 
tion of Deputy Defense Minister Mordekay Gur, Min- 
ister Yaagov Tzur, and Knesset members “Emanu’el 
Zisman, Gedalia Gal, and ’Eli Goldshmit, together with 
the secretaries of TEQEM and the Religious Kibbutz, 
Double Column people and the poet Hayim Guri. The 
speakers sharply warned the government against con- 
tinuing the concessions in the Jordan Valley. For the first 
time since the establishment of the Rabin government, 
the speakers explicitly defined the line separating them 
from Shim’on Peres and Yosi Beilin: renunciation of the 
concept ihat the deeper the withdrawal, the deeper the 
peace, renunciation of the sweeping “land-for-peace” 
slogan, and stressed the willingness to give up territory 
only in places where there exists the problem of “‘ruling 
a foreign people.” 


Today the Third Way stands on its own two feet. The 
Yesha’ people, as one of them defined it, knew that there 
were still some seedlings in Rabin’s garden that were 
worth watering, instead of trying to uproot them. The 
ground was ripe for action and the Yesha’ people merely 
ploughed a few furrows and marked the ground for the 
Labor hawks. 


This week the leadership of the Yesha’ Council decided 
not to cooperate, tactically or substantively, with the 
Third Way. The relative contribution of the Yesha’ 
Council to the consolidation of the Third Way was 
apparent to those present, but from a tactical point of 
view, it was clear that the demands of pockets of “‘set- 
tlers’’ would hurt Haim Guri and his colleagues, who are 
trying to push Rabin to the right, and even from a 
substantive point of view, the gaps between Yesha’ and 
the Third Way are still wide. 


Nevertheless there 1s no doubt that the dialogue with 
their political opponents in the Labor Party somewhat 
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strengthened the less dominant current in Judea- 
Samaria-Gaza, that would like a compromise. In 
NEQUDA, the settler journal, there is respectful cov- 
erage in almost every issue of the minority opinion. The 
article by Ya’ir Dreyfus, a resident of Bet El, “Wake up 
From the Delusion of Completeness,” could serve as one 
example of that. Dreyfus wrote in No. 177 of NEQUDA: 
“We must fight to the end against extremism of both 
kinds: against the people of the left, whose humanity 
makes them lose their mind, their faith and their Jew- 
ishness, and the people of the right, whose religion 
threatens their natural human ethics, upon which and 
through which exclusively the Torah of Israel flourishes. 
Compromises with the enemy will not be achieved by 
governments that represent half the people, and, worse 
than that, alienate the other half of the community. The 
Oslo agreement will not succeed, not only because of the 
Arabs, but also, and mainly, because it was conceived, 
borne and formulated by the extreme left of the political 
spectrum. It augurs destruction, not compromise, just as 
the start of the autonomy over Judea-Samaria-Gaza, in 
its current form, will not be accepted by Israeli public 
opinion. The time has come for compromises and peace 
making in two areas: the Land of Israel and the status of 
religion in the country, and may it happen soon in public 
debate.” 


Shin Bet Prisoner Maltreatreatment Detailed 
Y44AN079A Tel Aviv YEDIO’T AHARONOT (24-Hour 
Supplement) in Hebrew 8 Jun 94 pp 18-19 


[Article by ‘Ora ‘Anf: “The Shin Bet Comes Out of the 
Basement’, first paragraph 1s YEDIO°T AHARONOT 
introduction] 


[Text] Israel Prize winner Ram Levi exposes the inter- 
rogation methods used by the Shin Bet, including tor- 
ture, brutality, and even testimony by a reservist who 
beat Arabs 1n the interrogation room. After two years of 
research and further months of delays by the censor, “the 
film that wasn’t” will be presented next week on Channel 
1. The storm 1s brewing. 


J'accuse. That is the spirit that infuses the film by 
director Ram Levi, that will be screened on general 
television on the 14th of June. Levi chose to call it “‘the 
film that wasn’t’. The first film of its type in Israel, on 
the IDF [Israel Defense Forces] and Shin Bet security 
investigations. Levi, who directed and wrote the script, 
worked on the film for two solid years together with 
distributor and investigator Leora “Amir-Barmatz. His 
unequivocal conclusion ts difficult: “Unlike all Western 
countries, in Israel there 1s an interrogation machine. 
There 1s a large and very fat interrogation machine in the 
territories. They are used to investigating people system- 
atically, routinely.” 


Like someone graced with high sensitivity to the suf- 
fering of his fellow man, it 1s surprising to learn how 
much Levi succeeds tn separating himself psychologi- 
cally when he analyzes the interrogation system of the 
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security branches. According to Levi, the intifadah 
resulted in the arrest of about 110,000 Palestinians and 
the trial of about 80,000. 


Levi: “Only 3 percent were acquitted. This is amazing.” 
He also has an explanation: “They all came to trial with 
confessions. In the lower court, you have to prove that a 
confession is coerced; and, of course, no one believes 
them. So they give up in advance.” Attorney ‘Ora 
Tzemel told him: ‘I never won in that kind of trial.”’ 


“It is no accident that until today no film was made in 
Israel on this sort of topic, and it is bad. The fear of 
touching it was very damaging. It is not just a very 
serious human rights matter but also a security problem, 
because with sufficient heavy pressure, a person will 
confess anything,” says Levi. 


Expectation in the film arouses the feeling that Levi 
succeeds in scratching a certain defensive layer; in 
undermining confidence in the fact that “we are Okay.”’ 
Indeed, there is no testimony in the film from Shin Bet 
or IDF interrogators, and we are forced to make do with 
the testimony of the interrogated, but the large variety of 
methods of compulsion and torture described there 
leaves the viewer with a bad feeling. 


Levi insists that it is all true. “There is insufficient public 
supervision over what happens in this small room known 
as the interrogation room. I do not treat this simplisti- 
cally, because the interrogator, in the essence of his job, 
is my protector. At least theoretically. The question is, 
can he do it without my having the right to supervise him 
more closely.” 


“The sun does not shine in the interrogation rooms”— 
this is the opening sentence of the film, against a back- 
ground of a couple watching the sunset over the Tel Aviv 
boardwalk. From here he moves on to read a flood of 
data, accompanied by the names given by the Palestin- 
ians to the methods of interrogation to which they were 
subjected. ‘“The slaughterhouse,” for example, was the 
term given to the waiting room in the detention center in 
Gaza, that has since been closed. The IDF soldiers, on 
the other hand, called the hall, ‘the singing club”. 


In the Hamdan family home we see the sister of "Awad 
Hamdan, who died in prison. She is studying, for an 
English test, a passage from George Orwell’s “Animal 
Farm”: “No animal will kill another. All animals are 
equal.” ‘Awad, the family’s successful son, a soccer 
player who studied accounting in Jordan, was taken in 
for interrogation in the middle of the night in 1987. Two 
days later the family was told of his death. 


The mother: “They told me he was sick. He never went 
to a doctor his whole life.” Following the incident, 
reported in the film, three Shin Bet people were con- 
victed and the section head was removed. Attorney 
Felicia Langer handled the case. She says she received a 
letter explaining what happened: “But I am prohibited 
from revealing it,” she says and leaves the viewers 
hanging. 
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The reaction of the security branches was that the 
findings of Hamdan’s pathology investigation did not 
indicate violence. It was also reported that disciplinary 
measures were taken in the wake of the incident. Since 
then, the film explains, “the family of someone who dies 
in prison can bring in a foreign pathologist to examine 
the body.’’ Nevertheless, since Hamdan’s death, 20 to 30 
Palestinians have died in prison, and only in one case 
were measures taken. The explanation given by the 
security branches was that some of the prisoners com- 
mitted suicide and some had health problems. 


The next frames show Hasan Zveira, who spent about a 
month in a penal facility in Tul Karem. According to 
testimony, he was a healthy man until his confinement, 
a father of four, an accountant. We see a disoriented 
person who does not react to his surroundings and has 
difficulty walking. 


And more testimony. Shaguba Jim, an immigrant from 
the United States who served in the paratroopers and 
now works in an American human rights organization. 
Photographer Yehrel Kohen accompanies him. “In 
Dahariya | was held in a lockup,” a witness says, and 
demonstrates a bent position with hands tied behind his 
back and his head covered with a coat. The Palestinians 
call this method of torture “‘shabk’’, 1.e., “turning 
someone into a ghost.” 


Dr. Mamduk al-Akr spent 40 days 1s a small cell, in 
shackles. The Palestinians call this ““Hazana™, 1.e., 
“coffin” or “grave.” They did not allow him to go to the 
bathroom, so he urinated in his pants. “As a urologist, | 
decided, okay. I will do it.” 


Thus, one after another, they tell about the various 
methods they are aware of. One prisoner, who was 
suspected of planting a car bomb, spent 80 days on a 
chair with his hands tied behind his back. In the end, he 
was released. The reaction of the security branches: 
“Nothing questionable was found with regard to the 
work of Shin Bet interrogators.” 


There 1s also the ‘refrigerator’: a small closed cell that is 
very cold. Or the “banana tie’: The interviewee demon- 
strates an impossible position in which his hands and 
feet are tied in chains and he 1s thrown onto the floor. 
Without hands and legs he manages with amazing dex- 
terity to get a water bottle to his mouth and drink. 


One of the stories in the film. that caused a 10-month 
delay in screening it, 1s that of a reservist who beat Arabs 
in the interrogation room. The soldier's face was cam- 
ouflaged and his voice distorted. At the judge advocate’s 
request, the IDF spokesman conditioned his reaction on 
the soldier's agreeing to turn state's evidence, but he 
refused. 


Finally a meeting was arranged, attended by Levi, “Amir- 
Barmatz, the soldie., and the chief military prosecutor. 
According to Levi the soldier repeated his story word for 
word. An investigation of the incident 1s now under way. 
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Ram-Levi, why did you choose such a difficult documen- 
tary after you created a drama like “Bread,” that was 
squarely within the national consensus? 


‘The films that I made are so different from one another, 
but perhaps also alike. This film also contains compo- 
nents from ‘Bread,’ because most of it deals with little 
people and with the terrible scream that they are crying 
out. By the same token, you might ask what was the path 
I took from ‘Hirbet Hiz’a’. There is no consensus. You 
say what you think has to be said.” 


What pushed you to this topic? 


‘In 1970 I served as a paratrooper in Gaza. My friend, a 
chemist from Haifa, volunteered to accompany some 
Shin Bet guys. He came back in the morning pale and 
told of shocking things he saw in the interrogations of 
Arabs. That may have been one trigger. And another: 
Two or three years ago more and more stones began to 
be published in the papers about what was going on in 
the interrogation rooms. | found myself reading this 
stuff, later on glancing at it and, finally, ignoring it. But 
if this is what happens, you have to do a film about it.” 


In the film you certainly raise the difficulties with which 
the soldiers and security forces must struggle, but it 
seems that your sympathies are with those interrogated. 


‘The central question 1s if these things happen or not. If 
the viewers say it is nonsense, then I screwed up. I would 
be happy if, following the broadcast, the issue of super- 
vision over what happens is brought up again. In no way 
do I make myself a judge.” 


Still, you will certainly be charged with doing Israel a 
disservice, that it will arouse the world against her. 


“Il have gone through this several times. The most 
striking instance was in ‘Hirbet Hiz‘a’, but the reverse 
happened. There is no more serious mistake than leaving 
your dirty laundry at home. I do not believe that those 97 
percent who were found guilty were really guilty. It 1s 
absurd: After all the security system itself 1s being led 
astray.” 


With the present timing, the evacuation from Gaza and 
Jericho and the peace negotiations. has not the film lost 
momentum? 


‘‘T think that now the clearest admission that has to come 
from us is that we cannot rule over another people. On 
these issues, any timing is bad and any timing 1s good. 
There is an internal notion of ‘superior Israelis’, and 
many support the agreement only for pragmatic reasons 
and not on the principled basis of similar human sub- 
stance among members of another people. What the film 
is trying to do 1s really to say that behind the anonymous 
face of an anonymous Arab prisoner, and the prisoners 
are almost always seen masked, there is a certain human 
being, no less complicated and complete than you or I.” 
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Try to put yourself in the shoes of the father of a soldier 
serving in the territories, who is subjected to curses and 
stones from people who want to kill him. 


‘Are we dealing in revenge? That, after all, is one of the 
main motivations of that soldier, who does what he does 
from the instinct for revenge. This is at least one of the 
factors that made its way into the interrogation system— 
that is supposed to be completely clean because the goal 
is to reveal the truth. To use interrogation for revenge is 
absurdity from the land of the absurd.” 


Why was the screening of the film delayed for so long? 


‘The film was held up June of last year because of the 
claim by Moti Qirshenbaum that it required reactions. 
We claimed that we would not get reactions from the 
army or the Shin Bet, but Moti insisted.” 


You were unsuccessful in interviewing a Shin Bet inter- 
rogator. How do you know that those interviewed were 
not lying to you? 


“There is a basic suspicion between an Israeli reporter 
and an Arab being interrogated. I believe their testimony 
because I examined the variations among them. I con- 
ducted tests in another way. There is almost nothing in 
the film for which there is no indirect testimony as to its 
validity. There are international organizations, and not 
just the United Nations, whose methods of investigation 
are presented in the film.” 


Did making the film strengthen your belief in the impor- 
tance of dealing with the issue? 


“I can say that this period was one of the most difficult 
in my life. What we went through was terrible. I feel it 
deep in my stomach. This is a necessary film. It should 
have been made 10 years ago.” 


And what will happen the day after the screening? 


‘On the one hand you believe that you may be able to 
reach people. On the other hand, you are a cynic and say 
that viewers may turn to another channel. Or maybe the 
soul in most of us is simply frozen. We are unconscious.” 


A year ago, on the eve of your winning the Israel Prize, 
you got angry when I published an article that you were 
putting together a film on the Shin Bet’s torture base- 
ments. 


“Yes, because the publication was not collegial and 
because the term ‘torture basements’ was classic: There 
was scorn behind it. It was as if you were to say: ‘We do 
not do things like that.” Why use the term ‘basement’? A 
basement is a deep, dark, dim place. It 1s connected to an 
attempt at denial. | feel that I do not have a concept of 
where things are done. I asked permission, which was not 
granted, to photograph where the things are done.” 


What will your next film deal with? Collaborators? 


“No. The next thing will be a series along the lines of 
‘Mister Mani’ by A. BE. Yehoshu’a and the transcription 
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for television of "The Child is Dreaming’ by Hanokh 
Levin. These two years were so difficult. There is a limit 
to how much fun you can derive from eating shit.”’ 


KUWAIT 


Government Publishes 1993 Trade Statistics 
94AE0131A Kuwait AL-ANBA' tn Arabic 6 Jun 94 p 17 


[Text] As part of its effort to give a picture of the state of 
the country’s economic and social sectors, the Central 
Department of Statistics has completed the figures of the 
annual report on foreign trade statistics for 1993, 
showing Kuwait's trade activity with the countries of the 
world. Trade amounted to 2,285,386,282 Kuwaiti dinars 
[KD]. Kuwait's total imports for the year amounted to 
KD2,123,840,244. Exports (of domestic and non- 
domestic origin) amounted to KD161,546,038 (aside 
from oil). The United States was the leading source of 
imports, supplying 14.9 percent of total imports, valued 
at KD316,288,374; Japan followed, supplying 12.7 per- 
cent, valued at KD269,127,563; then came France, sup- 
plying 11 percent, valued at KD234,005,130. Saudi 
Arabia was the leading destination for exports, with 
exports to it valued at KD33,682,356, or 20.9 percent of 
total exports; the UAE [United Arab Emirates] followed, 
receiving 18 percent, worth KD29.166,785; then came 
India, receiving exports worth KD20,566,014, or 12.7 
percent. 


Imported Goods 


As for the most important goods imported, passenger 
cars (sedans) came in first, with KD168,911,952 worth 
of them imported, or 8 percent of total imports. 
America, Japan, and Germany were the top countries 
from which they were imported. Automobile parts came 
in second, at KD48,559,401, or 2.3 percent of total 
imports. Japan, America, and Germany were the top 
countries from which they were imported. Jewels and 
gold jewelry came in third, at KD44,796,712, or 2.1 
percent of total imports. Singapore, Bahrain, and Swit- 
zerland headed the list of countries from which this item 
was imported. 


Exported Goods 


As for the most important goods exported in the category 
of goods of domestic origin (aside from oil), urea came 
first, with a value of KD21,192,565, or 13.1 percent of 
total exports. India was the top country to which it was 
exported. There were also insulated electrical cables, 
valued at KD7,372,557, or 4.6 percent. Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain, and the UAE led the list of countries to which 
they were exported. Passenger cars (sedans) were at the 
top of the list of reexported goods, with a value of 
KD1 3,495,474. or 8.4 percent of total exports; they were 
followed by minivans, with a value of KD5,997,624, or 
3.7 percent of total exports. 


As for trade between Kuwait and the countries of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council [GCC], the value of imports 
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from the GCC countries was KD169,847,053, or 8 
percent of total imports. Saudi Arabia was the leading 
source of imports, with KD104,678,196 worth of 
imports from it, or 61.6 percent of total imports from the 
GCC. After it came the UAE, at KD36,493,140, or 21.5 
percent; followed by Bahrain, at KD18,246,539, or 10.7 
percent. Exports to the GCC countries amounted to 
KD75,737,825, or 46.9 percent of total exports. Saudi 
Arabia was the leading destination for exports, with 
KD33,682,356 worth of exports to it, or 44.5 percent of 
total exports to the GCC countnes. After it came the 
UAE, with KD29,166,785, or 38.5 percent; then came 
Bahrain, at KD5,665,909, or 7.5 percent. 


Means of Transport 


If one analyzes imports and exports according to means 
of transport, a total of 4,227,507 tons of imports arrived 
by sea, representing 77.5 percent of total imports. This 
was followed by 1,178,400 tons by land, or 21.6 percent, 
and 57,079 tons by air, or | percent. As for exports, 
1,611,608 tons went by sea, or 89.2 percent of total 
exports; 192,395 tons went by land, or 10.6 percent; and 
3,278 tons by air, or 0.2 percent. Kuwait’s imports can 
be analyzed according to some other categories of eco- 
nomic analysis as follows: In terms of use of goods, we 
find that the value of imports of intermediate goods was 
KD732 million, representing 34.5 percent of total 
imports; consumer goods followed, with a value of 
KD/702 million, or 33.1 percent of total imports; then 
came capital goods, with a value of KD673 million, or 
31.7 percent. 


If one analyzes goods in terms of the kind of materials, 
one notes that manufactured goods occupied the highest 
proportion, 71.2 percent, with a value of KD1.513 
billion; followed by semi-manufactured goods, with a 
value of KD449 million, or 21.2 percent; then imports 
consisting of raw materials, with a value of KD145 
million, or 6.8 percent. 


If one reviews imports according to origin of the goods, 
one notes that most imports were of manufactured 
products, which formed 92 percent of imports, with a 
value of KD1.954 billion; next came imports of agricul- 
tural and animal products, with a value of KD145 
million, or 6.8 percent. 


The statistical report also contains other detailed figures 
on trade activity. 


OMAN 


Government To Sell Assets Worth $800 Million 


944E0141A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
19 Jun 94 p 10 


[Interview with Mahmud al-Jarawini, Muscat securities 
market executive chairman, by Husayn *Abd-al-Ghani in 
Muscat; date not given: “$800 Million in Assets Subject 
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to Privatization; Nomura Has Asked To Establish Joint 
Fund With Sultanate’—first three paragraphs are AL- 
HAY AH introduction] 


[Text] Muscat—The Omani Government will sell a 
number of assets it owns, valued at $800 million, to the 
domestic and Gulf private sector in 3-5 years within the 
framework of a gradual privatization process it launched 
last year. 


In an interview with AL-HAYAH, Mahmud al-Jarawini, 
the Muscat Securities Exchange executive chairman, has 
said that the value of assets that will be sold this year 
alone could amount to $130 million. Al-Jarawini 
expressed the belief that the primary issues market is the 
main criterion of efficiency of the money markets, 
including the Oman market, which was founded five 
years ago. He noted that the value of expected primary 
issues in the current year could top $260 million, which 
would be the highest since 1989. 


Al-Jarawini further said that, as a result, circulation 
volume in the secondary market is not expected to 
exceed last year’s rate of $214 million. 


He also expressed the opinion that the founding of the 
first joint Omani- British investment fund with a capital 
of $52 million is an important step to attract foreign 
investment to the country. But he said that the market 
will be cautious in moving to reach agreement with other 
foreign partners to establish similar funds. Following is 
the text of the interview: 


[’Abd-al-Ghani] What are the controls that have been 
established to ensure that the fund’s money is invested in 
Oman? Will you proceed to establish other investment 
funds with foreign countries or companies other than 
British companies? 


[Al-Jarawini] This fund (Orix Joint Investment) was 
founded by British and Omani companies 1n accordance 
with the recently issued provisions regulating invest- 
ment. The fund is considered a good response by some 
financial institutions seeking to take advantage of the 
flexible amendments that were introduced into the 
investment law recently. The fund’s capital, as agreed 
upon with the foreign companies participating in it, led 
by Behring Securities and the Omani National Portfolio 
Company, amounts to nearly 20 million Omani rials 
[RO] ($52 million), which can be increased in the future. 
The fund’s money will be used in various economic 
spheres inside the Sultanate of Oman. It has been made 
conditional that at least 90 percent of the fund’s reve- 
nues will be invested in the Omani economy in accor- 
dance with investment policies agreed upon in the fund 
issue pamphlet. The fund issue has already been put 
forth and approved by the Muscat Securities Exchange. 
The remaining 10 percent of the revenues can be used in 
investments abroad, but also in accordance with controls 
stipulated in the aforementioned pamphlet. 


This is the first joint investment fund between Oman 
and a foreign party. There are other requests from 
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well-known international financial institutions, such as 
Japan's Nomura. But we have decided to move deliber- 
ately and to wait to float the Orix experiment before we 
consider other requests, especially in light of the need to 
take into consideration the Omani economy’s limited 
capacity to absorb big subscriptions like this one. 


{’Abd-al-Ghani] The importance of investment funds is 
viewed from the perspective of their ability to boost 
circulation in securities markets and to attract small 
investors so as to expand a society's ownership base with 
the institutiona! instrument that these funds offer and 
that can act on behalf of individuals to manage their 
investments. What is this fund’s chance to accomplish 
these tasks? 


{Al-Jarawini] Actually, we have taken the accomplish- 
ment of these goals into account through the establish- 
ment of these funds. We have asked the company “man- 
aging” the fund to offer the fund’s units for general 
subscription so all investors, especially small investors, 
can have the opportunity to subscribe to this fund in 
accordance with the issue publication which is available 
at four local banks that have been chosen as subscription 
centers. These banks have numerous branches in all 
parts of the sultanate. 


{'Abd-al-Ghani] Omani monetary authorities recently 
issued a decree permitting the presence of specialized 
investment banks or specialized investment departments 
in existing commercial banks. Do you think that the 
presence of such banks will boost Oman’s limited invest- 
ment in securities to higher levels, or will it lead to 
inverse results, namely to banks investing their monies 
in economic sectors other than securities or investing 
them in securities, but abroad? 


[Al-Jarawini] It 1s definite that specialization '” the 
financial sector 1s a positive element. Investment banks 
are found and widespread in all countries of the world. I 
believe that the presence of specialized investment insti- 
tutions, such as investment banks, is a part of the efforts 
made by the government to develop the sultanate’s 
financial sector. Initially, we may start with investment 
units within the existing commercial banks. This ts an 
expandable experiment. What we mean 1s that the pres- 
ence of a specialized investment unit with a set capital 
and with distinguished human expertise could lead in the 
future to specialized investment institutions or banks. It 
is well known that the functions of commercial banks 
differ from those of investment banks, considering that 
the latter are required to perform special activities, such 
as seeking investment opportunities, conducting eco- 
nomic feasibility studies. and financing medium- or 
long-range economic projects. All these are specializa- 
tions that fall bevond the purview of commercial banks. 


We believe that the presence of such specialized units 
will help develop the financial sector and the circulation 
of securities (stocks and bonds) in the medium and long 
range. 
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[’Abd-al-Ghani] There is a declared plan by the Omani 
Government to carry on with the privatization process 
and to transfer assets to the private sector. The fourth 
issue within this process will be offered for subscription 
shortly in the form of shares of a privatized Oman 
Cement Company. What is the volume of government 
assets expected to be privatized in Oman generally and 
how many years do you expect this process to take? 


[Al-Jarawini] We are on the threshold of offering Oman 
Cement Company shares for public subscription so as to 
increase the company capital and to use subscription 
proceeds to enlarge the company’s production capacity. 
The current capital is RO21 million ($54 million), and it 
will be increased to RO36 million ($93 million), because 
the government will offer ROIS million worth of shares 
for subscription. The proceeds of this subscription will 
be used to enlarge the production capacity of the afore- 
mentioned plant and of the Dhofar Cement Plant so as 
to meet most of the domestic cement consumption 
needs. Subscription proceeds are expected to amount to 
nearly RO30 million ($78 million). 


There is, moreover, a tendency to sell the tourist estab- 
lishments owned by the government. The proceeds of 
this sale are expected to amount to RO20 million ($52 
million). I expect that this year’s privatization proceeds 
will amount to nearly $130 million, or ROSO million. 


Regarding government assets generally, | would like to 
first say that they are limited assets, because since 1970 
the government has observed a clear and specific policy 
insofar as its ownership of production units is con- 
cerned. It has not intervened with large sums in the 
process of acquiring or managing economic units, thus 
letting the private sector have the lion’s share in the 
acquisition and management of economic companies 
and projects. Consequently, the government assets sub- 
ject to privatization are within the limits of RO250-300 
million, i.e., the limits of $650-$780 million. As for 
duration, I expect that the privatization process will take 
3-5 years at the most. 


[’Abd-al-Ghani] There 1s obvious interest in developing 
the primary issues market, 1.e., 1n establishing or 
expanding new or existing public joint-stock companies 
and in offering new subscriptions. What is the expected 
volume of the primary issues on the Muscat market this 
year? 


[Al-Jarawini] Primary issues are the main objective of 
any securities market. Investment in these issues 1s what 
creates the ‘added value,”’ which is very important for 
the national economy. As for this year, we expect that it 
will be the best year since the market was founded in 
1989. Since the beginning of this year, three new public 
joint-stock companies have been founded, and two per- 
mits are about to be issued to two more new companies. 
This is in addition to the Joint Omani-British Invest- 
ment Fund (Orix). I expect that general subscription 
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proceeds in the primary market will amount to nearly 
RO100 million ($260 million), and this would be the 
highest in five years. 


{’Abd-al-Ghani] The effort to expand the limited owner- 
ship base in the sultanate is faced with a number of 
obstacles, including the evident predominance of indi- 
vidual companies and family companies and closed 
corporations. Are there incentives that could be offered 
to closed and family corporations, which are generally 
characteristic of Oman and the Gulf region, to induce 
them to turn into public joint-stock companies that open 
their doors to new and small shareholders? 


{Al-Jarawini] This has actually happened. As part of the 
amendments we have introduced recently to the law, a 
single individual investor 1s permitted to own 60 percent 
of a company’s stock in the case of partnerships, limited 
partnerships, and single-owner companies that wish to 
turn into public joint-stock companies. Owners of these 
companies are permitted to maintain 60 percent of the 
ownership (thus ensuring that they retain management) 
and to offer the remaining 40 percent for general sub- 
scription. The law previously stipulated that no indi- 
vidual could own more than 20 percent when a company 
was founded. Consequently, at least three individuals 
had to get together to acquire 60 percent of the owner- 
ship. But the new amendments permit a company owner 
to retain individually 60 percent and to offer the 
remaining 40 percent for subscription. There is a funda- 
mental requirement, namely that a company wishing to 
become a public joint-stock company must have issued 
five audited general budgets, meaning that there must be 
adequate financial clarification, and that the company’s 
financial position in the five years preceding its trans- 
formation into a public joint-stock company must be 
well known. 


[’Abd-al-Ghani] In view of the privatization process, of 
increased primary issues, of establishment of the invest- 
ment fund, of the new amendments introduced into the 
law, and the developments in the market conditions, 
including the move to a new and independent building 
and your appointment as executive chairman of a new 
board of directors, which includes elements who are 
mostly from the private, not government sector—in view 
of all of this, do you expect an increase in the small 
circulation volume that has been stagnant for a number 
of years? 


[Al-Jarawini] I expect this year’s circulation volume to 
be similar to the 1993 volume, i.e., RO82 million ($214 
million) or nearly a volume of '2 million dollars daily, 
because the presence of a primary market affects the 
secondary market (circulation market) negatively. This 
is a normal thing that happens in all of the world’s 
securities markets because the largest number of inves- 
tors, especially small investors, invest in new companies 
or in the primary market rather than deal in the stock of 
existing companies or in the secondary market. 
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Prince Fahd Lays Pharmaceutical Plant 
Cornerstone 


944E0133B London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 12 Jun 94 p 9 


[Text] Today, 12 June 1994, Prince Fahd Bin-Sultan 
Bin-’Abd-al-’Aziz, the governor of the Tabuk District, 
will patronize the ceremony to lay the cornerstone for the 
Tabuk Pharmaceutical Industries’ plant (TAFAK). The 
plant’s total cost is an estimated 200 million Saudi riyals 
[R] ($53 million), including R80 million for the modern 
technology equipment required to manufacture drugs. 
The plant’s production is estimated at 500 tons annually 
of anti-infection and anti-inflammation drugs, general 
tranquilizers, heart and blood pressure medicine, and 
anti-allergy drugs. 


The project is aimed at supplying a portion of the 
market's need for high-quality pharmaceutical products 
at competitive prices and the production of certain basic 
materials used by the pharmaceutical industry. The 
surplus of prepared pharmaceuticals and raw materials 
will be exported. In addition, advanced technology will 
be introduced through technical cooperation with cer- 
tain well-known pharmaceutical manufacturers on the 
international level. Local investments will be encouraged 
by offering shares in the plant by public subscription. 


It is expected that the plant will start with an average 
capacity of less than the specified production capacity of 
500 tons and, then, gradually rise year after year. The 
plant will produce a varied group of pharmaceuticals 
required by human beings, which will include heart and 
blood pressure drugs, 011 compounds, antibiotics, as well 
as anti-allergy, asthma, and skin disease preparations; 
treatments for epilepsy, spasms, and nervous break- 
downs; emetics and anti-inflammation drugs; and treat- 
ments for colds, coughs, diarrhea, and sores. In addition, 
treatments for inflammation of the brain and nerves, 
diabetes, mycosis, and intestinal disorders will be pro- 
duced. 


One should point out that local Saudi production of 
pharmaceuticals and medical material in existing plants, 
1.e., the al-Qasim Pharmaceutical Plant and three other 
licensed factories, currently totals 4,000 tons, while 
expectations indicate that the demand for necessary 
medical supplies and pharmaceuticals in the Saudi Ara- 
bian market will increase to 23,000 tons annually. The 
estimated growth rate of 12.5 percent would bring the 
total to 27,000 tons in five years. The value of Saudi 
pharmaceutical imports per year is R1 billion ($533 
million). This means a large available market for the 
products of the Tabuk Pharmaceutical Industries’ plant, 
in addition to the possibility of exporting to neighboring 
Arab and Gulf states. The project will aim for that, after 
covering local needs. 
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Minister on Importance of Islamic Proselytizing 


944E01454 London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
6 Jun 94 p 14 


[Unattnbuted article: “Opening Session of Conference 
for Directors of Overseas Islamic Call Offices; Dr. al- 
Turki: “Summoning to God Has Been One of the 
Greatest Duties of Saudi Arabia Since Its Establish- 
ment’”’] 


[Text] Dr. “Abdallah Bin-’ Abd-al-Muhsin al-Turki, min- 
ister of Islamic affairs, endowments, Islamic call, and 
guidance, said that calling people to God is one of this 
blessed country’s greatest duties—a duty which the 
country assumed at its establishment at the founding 
meeting between the imams Muhammad Bin Sa‘ud and 
Muhammad Bin ‘Abd-al-Wahhab—may God have 
mercy on them. 


Minister al- Turki indicated that Saudi Arabia considers 
summoning to God a mission for it to perform inside 
and outside the country. He praised the country’s effort 
in sending missionaries to all parts of the world. 


He said this at a conference of directors of overseas 
Islamic Call offices that he opened vesterday (Saturday). 
The meeting 1s to continue for three days. 


In his speech at the conference, Minister al- Turki praised 
the efforts of the former general head of departments of 
Islamic academic studies, legal advice, call, and guid- 
ance. He said that the presidency has spared no effort to 
support the Islamic Call during the term of supervision 
over Islamic Call offices by Shaykh ‘Abd-al-"Aziz Bin 
‘Abdallah Bin-Baz, the general mufti of the Arab 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and of those who worked in 
the president's office during the term of Shaykh Bin-Baz 
or in the terms of Shaykh Irbahim Bin Muhammad Al 
al-Shaykh and his late predecessor, Shaykh Muhammad 
Bin Ibrahim Al al-Shaykh. 


Minister al-Turki made it clear that the goal of the 
meeting was what workers tn every field desire: mutual 
acquaintance, meeting to discuss the practical obstacles 
and problems that face the work, and finding ways to 
overcome the latter. 


At the beginning of his speech, Dr. al- Turki reviewed the 
importance of the Islamic call to God and its place and 
status in the Islamic religion. He called it one of the most 
important duties, being the duty of prophets, messen- 
gers, and scholars. 


He urged the participants to air the problems that face 
them in the Islamic call outside Saudi Arabia. He made 
clear the differences between communicating the call 
inside Saudi Arabia and outside. Inside Saudi Arabia, 
the call 1s made in a Muslim society and a Muslim state 
ruled by God's law and traveling the true path—which 
may not be the case abroad. 
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He explained that the ministry has formed a work team 
to study the conditions and problems of overseas mis- 
sionary work. He stated the importance of cooperation 
between Islamic Call offices and Saudi embassies, cul- 
tural attache offices, and overseas government agencies. 


Dr. Saud Bin “Abdallah Bin-Ghadavyan, director of the 
Islamic call office in Britain, spoke for the directors of 
overseas call offices at the conference’s opening session. 
which began with a recitation from the holy Koran. In 
his speech, Dr. al-Ghadayan said that God's messengers 
(on whom be peace) had faithfully executed the duty of 
calling to God. They had been sealed with the best of 
God's creatures, [Muhammad]—may God bless him and 
grant him peace—who delivered the message and ful- 
filled the trust, advised the nation and fought the true 
fight for God, and summoned to God with sure knowl- 
edge privately and publicly, obeying God's command- 
ment [Koran 12:107]: “Say, ‘This 1s my way. | call to 
God with sure knowledge, | and whoever follows after 
me.’ His companions followed his path, and Islam 
spread. After them, God prepared those who would carr 
the banner of the faith and defend 11. 


Dr. al-Ghadayan indicated that calling to God 1s a great 
responsibility, an arduous duty, and a long road. It 
requires of those who devote themselves to it such 
characteristics as knowledge before they speak and act, 
according to God's word [Koran 47:19]: “Know thou 
therefore that there is no god but God, and ask forgive- 
ness for thy sin, and for the believers, men and women. 
God knows your going to and fro, and your lodging.” 
Then they must act according to this knowledge. so that 
the caller becomes a model of that to which he ts calling 
Finally, one must call to this religion with sincere devo- 
tion to God and with consciousness of God 1n all things. 


On behalf of the office directors, Shaykh Dr. Sa’ud 
Bin-Ghadayan hoped that the ministry would put into 
effect some of the suggestions involving support, organi- 
zation, and coordination that the directors beheve will 
serve missionary work. One suggestion is to create an 
approved plan for all offices and a clear method for 
missionary offices to follow, for no work can proceed 
properly without planning or method. In addition, mis- 
sionary offices should work through the institutions 
existing in their countries, taking advantage of all facil- 
ities available in each country and working side by side 
with Saudi embassies abroad to serve the faith. The term 
of missionary office directors and workers should be set 
at four years so as to eliminate boredom and lethargy and 
bring in new blood. 


A speech by Shaykh ‘Ali al-Ghayth, assistant deputy 
minister for Islamic Call, on the Islamic Call overseas 
followed. Among the things he said was the following 


“Calling to God, who 1s mighty and exalted, 1s a light 
from Him. It is sure knowledge, faith, and worship. It 1s 
a path of life—the path of the Messenger of God (may 
God bless him and grant him peace) and of this commu- 
nity’s righteous forefathers. 
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“The best policy, method, and summit of the Islamic 
Call consist in doing all one can to bring the word of God 
to His servants wherever they may be. It is to bring 
absolute good to all humanity and ward off corruption 
from them. It 1s a method based on knowledge and 
law—a quiet method that adheres to the enlightened 
path tor those who seek guidance. It proves its correct- 
ness by true proofs from reason and revelation that bind 
hearts and lead all who have sound discernment to listen 
to what 1s presented to them carefully and impartially, 
without intransigence or arrogance. 


“It means being adorned with patience, wisdom, ethics, 
and magnanimity, preferring warding off corruption to 
gaining one’s interests, looking to the consequences and 
not hastening to judge; rising above trivial matters and 
becoming angry only when God's sacred ordinances are 
violated. 


“The Messenger of God—may God bless him and grant 
him peace—s the model in all of this. 


“When this divine path strikes the ears of those who 
have long yearned for it and have triec  .her paths that 
have not led to it, but have merely increased their 
desolation and dread: when they listen to it with alert 
ears and open hearts, the results are dazzling. The proofs 
of this are clear. They include what happened at the 
inception of the Islamic community and what happened 
in the age of the great imams Muhammad Bin Sa‘’ud and 
Muhammad Bin ‘Abd-al-Wahhab—may God's most 
abundant mercy be upon them. 


“Whoever contemplates what happened to the Arabian 
peninsula before them will marvel at how these two 
imams removed the veil that had blinded men’s sight, so 
that they were able to bring men back to the highroad of 
truth and revive the path of the mghteous first Muslims 
in knowledge, action, and adherence to the faith. A 
natural extension of this call for reform was that the 
founder and untfier of this kingdom, King ‘Abd-al-"Az1z 
Bin “Abd-al-Rahman—may God have mercy upon him 
and grant him a rich reward—followed the same path, 
taking pnde in Islam and applying its precepts in belief, 
word, and deed. His pious sons continued his course and 
adhered to it as a firm foundation, so that you can see 
that it 1s a basic element of the system of government. 
This they did purely in response to the commandment of 
Almighty God concerning the duty to attend to matters 
of the Islamic Call and the commanding of virtue and 
forbidding of vice. This state merits and deserves the 
esteem and respect of all who have known God and 
professed the Islamic religion throughout the ages. How 
could it be otherwise, when this state has known and 
labored, promised and fulfilled, and helped without 
asking for anything in return? 


“Knowing itself to be the trustee for the place where 
revelation descended and the cradle of the faith, it has 
worked to tacilitate travel to these places by all means of 
transportation. 
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“It promised to make improvements that would relieve 
people's toil and the difficulties of pilgrims and visitors, 
and it fulfilled its promise. Hearers are not hke those 
who have seen! Behold, the doors of the kingdom are 
wide open: those who have heard but not believed 
because what has happened 1s above imagination—let 
them but visit and see with their eyes the sublime living 
reality. The kingdom gave all sorts of aid. material and 
moral, with money, books, shaykhs, tapes, all the infor- 
mation media, and diplomatic channels. The issues of 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, Somalia, Afghanistan, Palestine, 
and others, the Islamic societies and centers; patronage 
of Islamic minorities throughout the world, and the 
opening of Islamic Call offices and the establishment of 
religious attaches for this purpose—these are visible 
evidence for all who have unbiased eves. This country 
offers all Muslims a multitude of Islamic projects so as to 
please God and because Muslims turn to her from every 
place and every land asking for this 


“This 1s because people look to this country with special 
regard because of the great esteem, sanctity, and respect 
it holds in their hearts: for itis the place where revelation 
descended and where the sun of Islam rose. People feel 
how the faith has continued and how the links between 
them and this country have been strengthened. 


“God bless this country—this spiritual treasure buned in 
the hearts of righteous believers! God bless its Muslims! 
For it has pledged itself to spare no effortin any field and 
any area where it can bring benefit to Muslims, 
espousing and defending that field with all it possesses. 
We ask God to strengthen it and defend it from the evil 
of enemies and enviers. May He help it to every good 
and defend it from every evil 


“While we are on the subject of Islamic call and mission- 
aries, | think that if | gave my pen tree rein, | should be 
unable to halt it for the multitude of facts; but because 
brief allusion can replace full expression, | would say: 


“As T have indicated, the Islamic call in this country 
began long ago, but the desire of its officials to create an 
organized body to oversee the call and muissionanes, 
taking factors of time, place, and recipients of the call 
into consideration, led the country to place this orga- 
nized form of call within the purview of the former head 
of the departments of Islamic academic studies, legal 
advice, call, and guidance, Shaykh “Abd-al-"Aziz7 Bin 
‘Abdallah Bin-Baz, who gave this field much of his 
knowledge, time, and precious directives. This ministry, 
in the person of its minister and his coworkers, consider 
him a father, imam, director, and guide. May God 
reward him with the best of rewards for every Muslim 


“The desire of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques 
[King Fahd]—may God preserve him—has been for 
more support for the call to God at home and abroad and 
for enriching the field of the Islamic call with specialized 
personnel—ulema and doctors possessing learning and 
insight and known on the Islamic scene for sincere 
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advice, guidance, conscientiousness, mastery of learned 
material, farsightedness, and acute sensitivity to the 
Islamic call. 


“As I have already said, this desire on the part of the 
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques led him to assign 
the task to a special ministry—the Ministry of Islamic 
Affairs, Endowments, Islamic Call, and Guidance—for 
which he selected a minister from the kingdom's board 
of senior ulema, Shaykh Dr. ‘Abdallah Bin-’Abd-a! 
Muhsin al- Turki, who needs no introduction 


“You know his learning, wisdom, intellect, farsighted- 
ness, and constructive work. He 1s a person in whose 
veins flows love of the Islamic call. 


“It therefore is no surprise that he has fostered this 
meeting of yours from a desire that you should commu- 
nicate to him whatever you think good and useful in vour 
field of endeavor so that he can provide, either immedi- 
ately or over a penod of time, as resources permit, that 
which will prove that he with his penetrating vision 
deserves this post more than anyone else 


“The near future will see a qualitative turn in the field ot 
promoting and developing the work, now that he—may 
God protect him—has directed us to constructive 
models in this field.” 


During the conference, eight sessions will be held for 
Islamic Call centers in each of the world’s continents 
During the working sessions, some of the office directors 
will present working papers for discussion. The sessions 
will conclude with a meeting with the following ministry 


officials: Professor Sa‘ud Bin Talib, general director of 


administrative and financial affairs; Dr. “Abdallah al- 
Tayyar, assistant deputy minister for mosques and 
Islamic Call; and Dr. “Abd-al-Rahman al-Matrud), assis- 
tant deputy minister for Islamic affairs. A session for 
reading the concluding recommendations will follow. 


First Quarter Bank Statistics 


944E0137B London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
& Jun 94 p Y 


{Article by ‘Abd-al-‘Aziz al-Khumays: A Shght Rise in 
Customer Deposits with Saud: Banks 1n First Quarter] 


[Text] Rivadh—Saudi banks held deposits and current 
accounts of nearly 84 billion rivals [R] at the beginning 
of last Apnl. The 12 banks accepted R44 bilhon in 
foreign currency deposits and R49 billion in medium- 
and long-term deposits 


Several Saud: banks are working vigorously to maintain 
the volume of customer deposits, and some were suc- 
cessful in attracting considerably more deposits in the 
first quarter. The Saudi Investment Bank, for instance, 
holds R3.4 billion in customer deposits, for an increase 
of 36 percent. Deposits with the Saudi Bank of Cairo 
climbed by 7 percent to R10.7 billion and deposits with 
the Saudi Bank of Holland likewise rose by 7 percent to 
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R8.4 billion. Deposits with other banks, however, 
increased only shghtly, declined, or remained 
unchanged. 


Therefore, customer deposits with the Saud: banks that 
released their quarterly statements climbed = shghtly 
during the first quarter of 1994. Only two banks exper- 
enced declines in deposits, and both of them fear that the 
drop was caused by the flight of capital overseas, enther 
because of attractive interest rates or because of soft 
stock and real estate prices [at home] and the lack of new 
speculation opportunities in both sectors 


Saudi banks are attempting to boost the volume of 
customer deposits by offering attractive current rates, 
but one banker fears that the rate war could depress bank 
profits. Some officials, however, dismiss this as unlikely 
because of the stringent controls imposed by the Saudi 
Arabian Monetary Fund. They further point out that 
competition among banks will be limited to the facilities 
they make available to depositors and to the number of 
free or mexpensive services they offer 


Demand deposits account for a considerable portion of 
deposits with Saud: banks, but the banks themselves 
wish to develop savings and term deposits and are 
seeking to attract account holders by linking those ser- 
vices to their investment banking systems 


Development Plans for Gold Mine 
94 4F 01334 London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 12 Jun 94 p 


[Article by “Umar Justinivah: “Saudi Arabia: Al-Amat 
Mine Contains Quantities of Gold, Amount Could 
Reach 5 Milhon Tons” ] 


[Text] Sources of the Technical and Administrative 
Bureau for Mining Projects, which ts part of the General 
Petroleum and Mineral Organization (PE TROMIN), 
told AL-HAYAH that final studies of the initial technical 
phase of the al-Amar Mine (200 kilometers south of 
Riyadh) have been completed. They will be submitted 
this month to the Board of Directors for an examination 
of their contents so that the board can send thei 
recommendations to the Ministry of Petroleum and 
Mineral Resources for study with regard to granting the 
project a mining permit to begin the mine's development 
operations 


The sources added: “The project's economic feasibility 
studies indicate the presence of commercial quantities of 
gold ranging between 3 millon and S million tons, with 
a concentration of gold ranging between 14 and 22 grams 
per ton.” 


The al-Amar Mine ts one of the new Saudi discoveries 
that were recently announced, in addition to al-Ahjatr 
Mine. Previously, the Ministry of Petroleum and Min- 
eral Resources declared that there were 800 deposits of 
gold in Saudi territory, after announcing the results ot 
initial exploratory studies. However, the studies have 
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not been completed in final form, in terms of deciding 
the economic feasibility of these places, according to 
Statements made to AL-HAYAH by ministry officials 


Technical and Administrative Bureau sources estimated 
Saudi Arabia's production of gold last vear at more than 
220,000 ounces from the Mahd Gold Mine and the 
al-Sakhibarat [name as transliterated] Mine. They und- 
cated the possibility of increased production in the next 
two years, especially since the Mahd Gold Mine 1s 
producing 60,000 ounces more than the production 
capacity that the mine's economic feasibility study pre- 
dicted (95,000 ounces). The cost of producing an ounce 
of gold from the al-Sakhibarat Mine is $248, while $223 
is the current cost of an ounce from the Mahd Gold 
Mine, having gone up $16 over 1992's cost. Sources in 
the two mines told AL-HAYAH that these are excellent 
figures, compared with the cost of extracting gold in 
other world mines. This ranges between $200 and $350. 


Gold is found in Saudi Arabia in complex chemical 
compounds among three or four other minerals, most 
notably silver, copper, and zinc 


According to PETROMIN. sources, operations to 
develop the al-Amar Mine will require trom two to two 
and one-half years to begin the production stage 


Last vear, Saud: Arabian industrial sources expected the 
announcement of the establishment of a holding com- 
pany to exploit minerals, which would carry oud | ~ch- 
mical, industnal, and commercial business relatec to 
investment in mining activities, in accordance with 
Cabinet decree No. 99. issued in January 1990. The 
same sources said that the Saud: Arabian Mining Com- 
pany (SAMAK) will be responsible tor gold mining 
proyects in) Saud: Arabia. Those sources told) AL- 
HAY AH that they see a connection between the project 
to establish SAMAKO and last month's discussion by 
the custodian of the two holy mosques, King Fahd 
Bin- Abd-al-Aziz, about privatizing certain projyects to 
give a strong impetus to the mining industry in Saudi 
Arabia, so that it could accomplish what the oil and 
petrochemical industries have done 


Technical Bureau sources in PETROMIN expect that 
this year’s production trom the Mahd Gold Mine wall be 
similar to last year’s achievements (160,000 ounces), 
along with an increased percentage for al-Sakhibarat 
Mine (88.000 ounces) Ministry of Petroleum and Min- 
eral Resources officials told AL-HAYAn that Saud 
Arabia ts not yet Known as a mining country but that, in 
the next few years, it would confirm the existence of a 
base for a mining industry, especially after its recent 
invitation to bid on a number of different: mining 
projects. In addition, itis expected that this year will see 
bids tendered to exploit crude zine ore, which would lay 
the foundations tor a comprehensive mining industry, 
since Saudi Arabia ts the depository for commercial 
amounts of certain. basic minerals. Studies are con- 
tinuing to search for ways to exploit these minerals, using 
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the most medern international technology, with compa- 
mies that specialize in this field 


Plant for Aluminum Containers Planned 
YAR OIS24 London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 13 Jun Yt p Y 


{Article by Zahran “Abd-al-Salam Zahran: “Saudi Com 
panies To Establish Beverage Can Factory” ] 


[ Text) Dammam—A group of Saudi compames has 
begun to establish a new factory to produce aluminum 
beverage cans in the second industrial zone of Dammam 
in eastern Saudi Aratia with the participation of the 
American Reynolds International Company. The total 
cost is to be 360 millon riyals [R]} (about $86 million) 
The project will occupy $0,000 square meters and have a 
production capacity of about 1.2 billon cans a year. The 
aim of building the factory 1s to satisty the needs of the 
Saudi market 


Mr. “Adil al’ Awjan, general director of the “Abd 
al-Wahhab al-Awjan Group, told AL-HAYAH that 
Saudi participation would amount to 72.5) percent, 
divided among four companies: the Saudi Coca Cola 
Company (27.5 percent), the “Abd-al-Wahhab al- Awjan 
Group (21.5 percent), the al-Jabr Commercial Company 
(13.8 percent), and the al-Alvan Financial Group (10 
percent). The foreign partner's share will be 27.5 percent 


He explained that preparation tor the proyect had begun 
several years ago, during which time negotiations had 
been held with a number of international companies 
Revnolds International was chosen because itis one of 
the largest compames specializing tn the production of 
aluminum cans and possesses advanced technology tn 
this kind of production. In addition, ito was the first 
company to introduce recycling of used aluminum cans 
in the United States 


Al-Awjan mentioned that the new factory, which it has 
been decided to call the United Arab Company for Can 
Production, will enter the implementation phase within 
two months. The production phase is expected to begin 
early in 1996. The foreign partner will be responsible tor 
management and for importing technology 


As for sources of raw materials, the general director of 
the al-Awjan Group said that aluminum manutacturing 
companies in Bahrain are expected to play the major role 
in providing the factory and similar domestic factories 
with raw materials. This wall strengthen future invest- 
ments mn the aluminum industry. At the present time, 
factones rely on the international markets to provide 
them with raw matenals. In addition, empty cans wall be 
recycled. The study included preparing a special pro- 
gram, after the proyect enters the production phase, to 
educate consumers and induce them to place used cans 
in large containers to be placed in public places and 
residential neighborhoods. This will promote the main- 
tenance of public cleanliness and protect the environ- 
ment, in addition to its economic benetit 
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Al--Awjan stated that the market for cans for carbonated 
drinks and juices in Saudi Arabia 1s large, absorbing 
about 4 billion cans a year, worth R12 billion. He added 
that setting up this factory will satisfy part of the needs of 
this market, which 1s growing at the rate of 15 percent a 
year, since there is another factory in the area, (Contain- 
All al-Qusayb1). 


As for the size of the work force to be employed in the 
factory, he said that after its completion the factory will 
absorb 260 workers in various specialties. Before pro- 
duction begins, a special program will be established to 
train Saudi workers in how to deal with and operate the 
machinery. 


In his statement to AL-HAYAH, al-’Awjan revealed that 
his group 1s now studying with a number of other Saudi 
companies the possibility of setting up a parallel factory 
to produce glass containers for beverages and juices. 


SYRIA 


Computer Conference Attended by Bashshar 
al-Asad 


944400874 London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 
3 Jun 94 pp 44-45 


[Article by Haytham Bashir: ““A Good Beginning for 
Syria’s Rise Into Ranks of Advanced Countries”’] 


[Text] Damascus—"‘The first Syrian International Com- 
puter Science Conference, which was held for five days 
at the Umayyad Palace under the patronage of President 
Hafiz al-Asad, is considered the most important pro- 
gram of activity of the Syrian Scientific Computer Sci- 
ence Society, which began its activity in 1989 on an 
initiative by its founder, the late Dr. Basil Hafiz al-Asad. 
The society brings together computer science specialists 
who work under the motto of striving to encourage the 
best use of this technology and who consider the confer- 
ence the beginning of the road to realizing this motto.” 


With these words Dr. Ghassan al-Lahham. the associa- 
tion’s vice president, and Dr. Sa‘dallah Agha-al-Qal’ah, 
chairman of the publicity committee, defined the con- 
ference’s goal during their interview with AL- 
HAWADITH magazine, which accompanied the confer- 
ence proceedings and observed its activities. 


Dr. Sulayman Qaddah, assistant general secretary of the 
Ba’th Party, opened the conference. Those present 
included Dr. Bashshar Hafiz al-Asad, “Abd-al-Qadir 
Qaddurah, speaker of the People’s Assembly, a number 
of leaders and members of the National Progressive 
Front, Dr. Muhammad Salman, minister of information, 
and a number of ministers, high officials, and heads of 
popular organizations, along with specialists and people 
active in the field of computer science. 


After the opening ceremony, Dr. Bashshar al-Asad 
toured the sections of the exhibit, which included the 
most modern technologies 1n the world of the computer 
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from 12 multinational companies that manufacture the 
best and newest Arabic-language technologies that have 
facilitated the use and application of the computer 1n the 
management and services sector. The conference was 
held under the slogan, ‘Computer science in the man- 
agement and services field for developing countries.” 


During his tour, on which he was accompanied by 
AL-HAWADITH’s reporter, Dr. Bashshar al-Asad 
expressed his delight with the equipment on display. He 
stopped, discussed, and listened to information about 
advanced systems, especially voice-operated ones, or 
ones that present voice and pictures, including a dental 
diagnosis system on display at the IBM wing. He spoke 
about a system for modern medical diagnosis and 
emphasized the need to keep up with advanced technol- 
ogies. 


In conversation with AL-HAWADITH, Dr. Bashshar 
said: ‘The goal of the society, which was founded by my 
late brother, Dr. Basil [al-Asad], 1s to promote computer 
science and give training in it, so that this science can 
assume its role in the field of education, management, 
and services—in all state installations and in the public 
and private sector. Thus we shall save time and join the 
march of development and progress, in which computer 
science is considered to be the most important founda- 
tion.” 


Dr. Bashshar added: ‘I contacted the society after the 
death of my late brother. I told them that they should 
continue performing the mission of the society and work 
to organize the conference as Dr. Basil had conceived. I 
also told them of my readiness to offer all needed moral 
and material support out of loyalty to Syna and to the 
spirit of the late Dr. Basil, who worked earnestly and 
strenuously to raise Syria technologically into the ranks 
of the advanced countries. So it has happened, and this 
conference has taken place. Its beginnings augur good 
and fruitful results. The scientists, specialists, and all the 
workers—the participants and companies joining in this 
conference—are standing shoulder to shoulder.” 


Dr. Ghassan al-Lahham, vice president of the society 
and director of the al-Asad Library, said: “The confer- 
ence was planned to host 300 participants, but 435 took 
part. Forty papers were presented—studies of practical 
experiments in the management field in the developing 
countries, and some in the advanced countries, raising 
useful cases and problems. Many visitors expressed 
amazement at the existence of so much native computer 
science in Syria and noted that the computer science 
consciousness that a concentrated information campaign 
at the national level helped to stimulate will positively 
affect the sectors of the state. The society's mission 1s to 
provide advice, suggestions, and training.” 


Dr. al-Lahham stressed the need to found an integrated 
computer science network that would be a national 
information bank. Just as the al-Asad Library houses a 
data base of all Syrian legislation at the disposal of all 
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who are interested, the creation of similar centers cov- 
ering other sectors and linked by a physical network for 
correspondence and information exchange will provide 
Syria with outstanding services. Although computer sci- 
ence covers numerous subjects, we have concentrated on 
management and services because of their extreme 
importance in developing the nation. We shall choose 
industrial, commercial, and educational subjects in the 
future. Each coming conference will cover one particular 
subject." 


Dr. al-Lahham recalled the stages of preparing the con- 
ference—how Dr. Bashshar [al-Asad] called only 12 days 
after the death of his brother, who had been president of 
the society, and told the officers that the society had to 
continue with all its activity and energies and that the 
conference had to be held. He overcame all the financial 
difficulties, saying that the constructive effort had to 
continue forward. “He was a help to us in making rapid 
strides to hold the conference, after the society had been 
paralyzed by the loss of its president. We might have 
gone back to zero, but for the concern of Dr. Bashshar, 
who revived our incentive to work to prepare for the 
conference. Indeed, our responsibilities multiplied when 
we received word, before the fortieth day |[commemora- 
tion] for the late [Dr. Basil], that President Hafiz al- 
Asad had honored the conference with his patronage. We 
worked night and day. Dr. Bashshar followed the stages 
of preparation and raised our morale, so that we were 
able to turn the idea of holding the conference into a 
reality.” 


Dr. al-Lahham added the following comment on the 
administrative situation of the society: “The society 1s 
still the society of the late Basil. No one accepts the idea 
of being its president. Dr. Bashshar called himself ‘super- 
visor in his reply to the press. This 1s something we are 
proud of. because we consider him to be the actual 
Supervisor of the society.” 


In his talk about computer equipment, he said it 1s 
available. Newness is not the only factor to be consid- 
ered, because new hardware ts constantly appearing. He 
stressed the need to know how to deal with the equip- 
ment and what we want from it and the training of 
technical personnel. He recalled what the society's 
founder had said: how a relationship between the society 
and the state must be created, and that the society should 
be an advisory body that offers its services to realize its 
goals. He said that the secret of the success of the 
conference, which had won the approval of Arab and 
foreign participants, lay in the kind patronage of Presi- 
dent al-Asad and his son, Dr. Bashshar al-Asad, as well 
as the dedication of those active in the society and the 
help of the participants, exhibiting companies, and the 
private sector. “We consider this success an expression 
of loyalty to the spirit of the society's late president.” 


Dr. Sa’dallah Agha-al-Qal’ah, chairman of the confer- 
ence’s publicity committee and professor at Damascus 
University, stated that the conference, which began with 
the society's founder's idea of benefiting from computer 
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science, had been able to accomplish its goal of intro- 
ducing computer science into the world of management 
and services, especially after text [processing] had been 
added to number processing in the computer, so that the 
computer had come to have broad applications. The 
society's leadership was able to shorten time by holding 
this conference, which brought together researchers from 
the most advanced and the developing countries. They 
met in dialogue about what 1s happening in the world of 
computer science. Through the contact it fostered 
between the management group and the computer sci- 
ence group, the conference was able to convince the 
management group of the importance of applying com- 
puter science. The task of the conference was to bring 
these two worlds together, so as to reach the optimal 
cooperation and broadest benefit. 


Dr. Sa’dallah added: “Good and useful programmed 
national information exists. What is lacking 1s the com- 
pletion of this information system and the establishment 
of an information network conglomerate like the tele- 
phone network. One must also know how to benefit from 
the network—by increasing the education that will teach 
us how to use this computer science. The state has given 
aid and opened the way for equipment to enter Syria. We 
need only have faith and work to enter the world of 
computer science. The society 1s trying to offer sugges- 
tions to coordinate between the bodies that have com- 
puter expertise, so that it can increase exponentially and 
reach the level of a central information bank. We must 
expand computer use and information documentation 
and storage in preparation for processing it. If we do 
that, Syria will truly enter the age of computer science 
and progress.” Dr. Sa‘dallah stressed the need for com- 
puter science to include the factor of education, in wake 
of the use of multimedia—1.e., the numerous devices 
that store sound and pictures in the computer. He called 
for using the computer to document Syria’s antiquities in 
sound, picture, and comment. All similar sites would in 
this way be gathered together, even if there is a geograph- 
ical distance between them. Also, all sites threatened 
with disappearance because of flooding, as happened in 
the Euphrates region, should be documented. He also 
explained how it was possible to use the computer to 
document music and singing. 


The conference, in which experts from Jordan, Tunisia, 
Algeria, Lebanon, Egypt, Italy, Britain, France, Russia, 
India, the Netherlands, and the United States partici- 
pated with 435 Syrian participants, concluded its pro- 
ceedings at the Umayyad Palace and sent a telegram 
thanking President al-Asad for his patronage, which had 
greatly contributed to making successful a conference 
that had sprung from the faith of the society’s late 
president, Basil al-Asad, in the need to move toward 
modernity and computing. This had made the confer- 
ence a pioneering step toward strengthening Syria's role 
as a unique center of gravity for computer science figures 
in the region. At the close of the conference, it was 
announced that an annual prize has been established, to 
be called the Dr. Basil al-Asad Prize in Computer 
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Research. It will be awarded every year for the best study 
or work in the field, beginning this year. 


The conference approved recommendations advocating 
information science policies that take into consideration 
the immediate goals of development, action to gather, 
store, and recall information, and support for the pro- 
duction of computer software and hardware. 


The recommendations focused on the need to pass the 
legislation required to encourage investment in the com- 
puter science field, to support the establishment of 
research and development networks, and to create edu- 
cational programs aimed at spreading the use of com- 
puter technologies in the field of public administration 
and services. 


Foreign participants described the results of the confer- 
ence as valuable and said that they would help Syria 
enter the modern age, the age of the computer, which is 
the foundation of progress for every country that aspires 
to rise to the world of tomorrow, the world of informa- 
tion science. They expressed their pleasure at the scien- 
tific level of the Syrian participants and at the many 
levels covered by the computer in Syria in government 
administrations and private sector companies. They also 
expressed their pleasure at the equipment available in 
Syria, equipment which will help to establish the infra- 
structure of the world of the future. 


The conference addressed thanks to the Ministry of 
Information and its agencies that participated in pre- 
paring the publicity plan, which greatly contributed to 
the success of the conference. Especially mentioned was 
Dr. Muhammad Salman, the minister of information, 
for his effort and assistance in publicity and for his 
placing all the information media at the service of the 
conference. 


UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


Abu Dhabi Studies Privatization of Services 


944E-0143A London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
20 Jun 94 p 16 


[Report from Abu Dhabi by Taj-al-Din “Abd-al-Haqq: 
“Abu Dhabi Studies the Privatization of Service 
Projects; Seeks Domestic Investors and Foreign Part- 
ners} 


[Text] An Abu Dhabi technical committee chaired by 
engineer Muslim Sa‘id al-Qaysi, director of the Depart- 
ment of Planning, has begun to survey some production 
and services sectors likely to come under an ambitious 
privatization program that the emirate plans to imple- 
ment over the next few years. 


The privatization program, according to sources in Abu 
Dhabi, 1s to be implemented in conjunction with an 
offset facility in order to guarantee the efficient manage- 
ment and operation of privatized enterprises. 
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The sources added that the program would be gradually 
implemented in stages with the ultimate objective of 
turning all services over to the private sector either 
totally or partially (in partnership with the government 
as is the case with a number of stock companies in which 
the government holds equity). 


The sources said that the water and electricity sector 1s 
the primary candidate for privatization in three stages. 
The initial stage calls for privatizing producing utilities, 
such as power and desalination stations, with an esti- 
mated value of some 20 billion dirhams. The second 
stage entails the privatization of the grid that carries 
power to various areas. The distribution network will be 
privatized in the third and final stage which 1s consid- 
ered to be the most complex. 


Some equity in the utilities, which the sources say will be 
partially owned by the government, will be offered as 
shares for subscription by citizens. International firms 
may also receive equity in return for management, 
operations, and regular maintenance. The sources added 
that the power sector could be followed by other sectors. 


The sources said that planners are keeping an eye out in 
their discussions on the economic, technical, and even 
social ramifications of privatization. 


Has the projected privatization been prompted by dete- 
riorating world oil markets and possible declines in 
government revenues as a result? The sources said that 
indeed that was a consideration, but it was neither the 
primary motive nor the only factor. They pointed out 
that privatization is a common trend throughout the 
world and that it has been recommended to all govern- 
ments by the various international financial institutions. 


The sources emphasized that the UAE [United Arab 
Emirates], with a free-market economy, have always 
sought to involve the private sector in the process of 
development, but that the sector was precluded by tts 
resources and capabilities from assuming an appropriate 
role in the past. The privatization program would fare 
better now that private sector institutions have gained in 
resources and managerial expertise. 


The sources pointed to successful previous experiences 
with privatization, such as the telecommunications ser- 
vices, which are operated by an organization jointly 
owned by public and private sectors; and the hotel 
services provided by the National Abu Dhabi Hotels 
Company. 


They added that the criterion for privatizing a utility ts 
whether the action could ensure its successful manage- 
ment and operation. They explained that factories oper- 
ated by the General Authority for Industry would receive 
priority in privatization and that the Authority itself 
could possibly be transformed into a stock holding 
company and a parent for its factories; much like the 
Hotels Company, which owns a number of hotels in the 
emirate. 
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The sources also mentioned the possibility of estab- 
lishing a stock company to carry out and manage the 
Pearl Island project, which calls for lodging facilities, an 
amusement city, and a chain of restaurants. If and when 
it comes into being, such a company would take the form 
of a coalition where the government maintains majority 
ownership in partnership with the private sector and an 
equity share going to a foreign partner in return for 
managing and operating the enterprise. 


They indicated that several foreign firms wish to enter 
into projects in the UAE because of the Emirates’ 
attractive investment climate and the availability of 
advanced services necessary for successful investing. 


REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 
Cost of Civil War Discussed 
12 Jun 94 py 


[Article by “Ali Ibrahim] 


[Text] The day will come when the war in Yemen will be 
over. We will then see the start of the difficult calcula- 
tions to estimate the economic losses of the war and who 
will pay to repair and rebuild what was destroyed in the 
battles. 


Regardless of the outcome of any political settlement, 
the greatest loser in this last bloody war 1s certain to be 
the Yemeni economy, 1.e., Yemeni citizens. Their stan- 
dard of living will be damaged, and they will have to 
tighten their belts to pay the economic bill for the war. 


The calculations have already started. The losses in this 
country, which started out poor, are estimated to be in 
the billions of dollars. The infrastructure at airports, 
ports, the oil refinery, and other economic organizations 
has been damaged. The oil companies have started to 
rethink the cost of their investment in Yemen. Investors 
who had been wooed to revitalize the commercial role 
once played by the Port of Aden have averted their gaze. 
Many years will have to pass before they will think again 
of investing in Yemen. 


The same applies to Yemeni investors. This is a lesson 
that countries learn through long historical experience. 
Yemeni capitalists at home and abroad, regardless of 
their political interests, will be thinking in purely eco- 
nomic terms when they consider whether to invest in 
Yemen. They will curtail their investments until long- 
term political stability becomes assured. 


The economic losses on the ground at present consist of 
the cost of bullets and missiles and the destroyed infra- 
structure. But the greatest loss stems from the damage 
done to the country’s future economic prospects and 
expectations. 


Each country on the regional and international economic 
map has its prospects. These prospects motivate 
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domestic and foreign companies and investors to con- 
sider how to do business with that country and invest 
their money in it. Any country that needs capital seeks to 
improve its future prospects by emphasizing its political 
stability, developing its laws, providing facilities, etc. 


Of all developments, political instability is the most 
damaging to any country’s prospects. Political instability 
moves a country into the negative realm, especially if 
that instability deteriorates into an armed conflict. Many 
years of persuasion are then needed to convince inves- 
tors to forget such a picture. 


Because the conflict in Yemen has developed into a war 
between the North and the South, the economic situa- 
tion will be difficult. Even more difficult will be getting 
out of this situation in the future, regardless of any 
political solution. Regional and international funds and 
organizations will be required to provide assistance. 


However, investors in these funds, as stated by an 
official at a special session, are chagrined, because their 
investment in the infrastructure, which has taken up 
years of work in Yemen, has come to naught, and no one 
is guaranteeing the future. 


Economic Effects of War Discussed 


944E0138B London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
13 Jun 94 p 15 


[Article by Hani Naqshband)] 


[Text] Sanaa—In one of the streets of the Yemeni 
capital, Sanaa, the men are scorched by the sun as they 
go to work to eke out a subsistence livelihood. Their 
ranks are broken only by the occasional Mercedes car or 
late-model luxury car costing close to 3 million Yemeni 
riyals [YR]. 


The picture described above encapsulates the economic 
situation in Yemen, where the majority are experiencing 
an unenviable economic situation, while signs of afflu- 
ence appear among a few. 


Although the ordinary Yemeni is patient by nature, some 
of the displays he sees, such as luxury cars, arouse his 
rancor and cause him to grumble under his breath. 


Likewise, Sanaa does not appear to be affected much by 
the growing economic straits imposed on it by the war. 
However, this appearance does not reflect the reality of 
many of its residents. 


According to Dr. *Abd-al-’Aziz al-Saqqaf, a professor of 
economics at Sanaa University, ‘““There are two types of 
grumbling among ordinary Yemenis because of the dif- 
ficult economic conditions.” 


The current economic crisis that is causing hardships for 
ordinary Yemenis seems more damaging than the pre- 
vious crisis, the Gulf crisis, when thousands of Yemenis 
returned from abroad. The first crisis left behind an 
economic crisis. Sanaa had barely bounced back from 
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the consequences of that crisis, when the second crisis 
began in an untimely manner, causing Yemen’s economy 
to weaken further. 


This weakening 1s apparent in the ordinary Yemeni’s 
calculations, which are based on a number of indicators. 
Among these indicators, for example, is the Yemeni 
riyal’s market value, which is 100 against the dollar (the 
official rate is YR12 per dollar). The value of the riyal is 
of course directly reflected in the economic situation and 
standard of living. 


For example, the average current income in Sanaa is 
about YR6,000 or $60 per month, compared to $600 
before the start of the crisis. This income has no real 
value in a market where 50 kilograms of sugar, for 
example, cost YR1,800 [as published]. One Sanaa driver 
said, “Our riyal 1s in its final death throes and needs an 
emergency operation.’ Economic sources state that part 
of the problem stems from the fact that Yemen imports 
many of its basic needs with currency that is strong 
relative to the helpless riyal. 


Although ordinary Yemenis realize that the war is 
causing the price increases that are affecting their living 
conditions, they blame money changers and food ven- 
dors for the steepness of the increases. Yemenis believe 
that money changers are trading their currency more as a 
commodity per se than as a means to obtain a com- 
modity. 


Food vendors, despite the government's seemingly sin- 
cere attempts to limit their exploitation of the crisis, are 
for their part not lacking in subterfuge, committing a 
few—and occasionally many—violations. Yemeni news- 
papers point to this crisis from time to time, calling for 
more supervision and summary courts to handle exploit- 
ative vendors. 


For their part, government officials believe that the 
markets are filled with many food items and that the 
violations that do occur are not exceptional. 


The difficulty of the food supply problem is exacerbated 
by the fact that a large number of stores remain closed 
due to the circumstances of the war. This means that 
although quantities of staples are great, accessibility to 
them ts limited. 


Fuel is no exception in most cases. Although fuel prices 
have remained stable, the supply of fuel continues to 
remain limited, as most of it is channeled to the combat 
fronts. In Sanaa itself, one must wait several hours to 
obtain fuel. People in Sanaa are often compelled to sleep 
in their cars as they wait for their turn at gas stations. 
One driver said that fuel can be obtained outside Sanaa 
without a long wait. But this seems difficult for many or 
even a few, who will not risk consuming half their fuel 
traveling to and from gas stations outside Sanaa. 


The crisis 1s being exacerbated further by the fact that 
many revenues, such as tourism revenues, have stopped 
flowing into Yemen’s economy. The Deputy Minister of 
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Culture and Tourism, Ibrahim Ali Ibn-’Ali, stated that 
tourism in Yemen had begun to show an improvement 
before the crisis, but has now stopped completely. 


Oil revenues have also dropped. Many oil installations 
have been destroyed or rendered inoperable. 


However, it should be said that the Yemeni people seem 
patient in the face of many of their economic difficulties. 
One intellectual attributes this to Yemeni society not 
being an affluent society. He states, “Our dining table is 
simple and does not teem with many luxuries in peace or 
war.” He adds, ““The problem lies in how to deal with the 
crisis. We have enough laws to regulate the world. 
However, we do not know how to regulate ourselves.” 
On the other hand, most Yemenis justify their lack of 
grumbling, or at least their refrainment from com- 
plaining openly at present, by their willingness to accept 
any economic situation imposed by the war as long as it 
ensures the preservation of unity. They have proved this 
by their ability to bear the first shock of the war. But they 
do not conceal their fear regarding the future. They may 
have been able to endure the beginning of the war, but no 
one knows to what extent they can endure the continu- 
ation of the war. 


Southern Tribes Call for International Support 


944E0147A London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
20 Jun 94 p 3 


[Article by Khalid Bafagih: “Southern Tribes Appeal To 
World To Intervene for Ceasefire’’] 


[Text] Jeddah—Sa’id Muhammad al-’Amudi, the para- 
mount chief of the Sayban and Nuh tribes, which total 14 
in number, has said to AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT, “There 
is nothing more surprising and more ridiculous than 
having the fires of conflict flare up in Yemen on the path 
of ‘unity.’ In the name of unity, blood is shed, women are 
displaced, children are starved, and sanctities are vio- 
lated. In the name of unity, Sanaa forces violate ceasefire 
resolutions one after the other.” 


Al-’Amudi added, “In the name of unity, the homes of 
peaceful citizens are demolished with missiles, oil refin- 
eries are blown up, a blockade is imposed on Aden, water 
and medicines are denied Aden’s inhabitants, and the 
infrastructure, which took the people a long time to 
build, is being destroyed! What unity is this? This 
bemoaning of slogans by some radicals in the North may 
deceive some people for some time but it will certainly 
not deceive everybody all the time.” 


After listing the names of tribal chiefs in a telephone 
interview with AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT, Shaykh al- 
*Amudi demanded a prompt stop to the fighting that has 
killed and displaced peaceful citizens, urging the Arab 
League and all countries of the world to consider this 
matter and to put a stop to the fighting that has 
destroyed homes and installations and has claimed the 
lives of many children and innocent people. 
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Shaykh al--Amudi said that the tribes met in Wadi 
Daw’an and demanded that their affair be presented to 
the Arab League, to the Arab nation, to the United 
Nations, and to their brothers in all parts of the Islamic 
world so an end can be put to this catastrophe that has 
afflicted South Yemen. The tribes have also urged the 
international community and the world conscience to 
rescue their women and children from death and to send 
aid to rescue the victims. 


The Southern tribes have accused the Northern govern- 
ment of rejecting all mediation efforts and all Arab, 
Islamic, and international appeals and of insisting on 
applying unity by force, even if an entire nation is wiped 
oul. 


Al--Amudi said, “We don’t want the unity, because it 
isn’t unity. We have discovered that it 1s exploitation. All 
developments since the outbreak of war confirm that the 
Southerners don’t want unity by force. If a few South- 
erners had previously held some hope in the possibility 
of dialogue and understanding, then ‘Ali ‘Abdallah 
Salih’s government has wiped away all such hopes and 
aspirations. Now that the world has heard and seen what 
has afflicted our children and our property and learned 
of the harsh health, social, and nutritional conditions 
that have developed in the country, we issue a Southern 
appeal from Muslim Arabs whose conditions have put 
them in the claws of aman who knows nothing but blood 
and destruction. 


“We fully hope that our appeal will be heard by the Arab 
and Muslim brothers and friends and by the world. We 
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have no doubt that nothing could please the world’s 
conscience more than an end to this massacre. There is 
no doubt that there are in the Arab League and UN 
Security Council [legal] provisions that empower them 
to intervene promptly and urgently before matters get 
out of control.” 


Al--Amudi added, ““We have become certain that this 
mentality that has dominated the North is the mentality 
that plotted the assassination of numerous YSP [Yemeni 
Socialist Party] leaders in Sanaa—assassinations in 
which the perpetrator has always been ‘unidentified’— 
and the mentality that is now leading a military machine 
to liquidate the Southerners for no reason other than 
their adherence to democracy and to a civilian rule that 
would lead to the development of Yemen. It is a men- 
tality that seeks to eliminate the counterpart and to 
transform the YSP from a partner to a subservient 
party.” 


Shaykh Sa’id al--Amudi, the paramount chief of the 
Sayban and Nuh tribes, added, ‘For all these reasons, 
the appeal to help the Southerners and their right to life, 
freedom, and self-determination should take priority 
over any other appeal.” 


Al--Amudi further added that the thousands of victims 
who fall daily are not sacrifices for Yemeni unity, not 
even for a plan to build a state by force, but merely 
another barrier that is strengthened with bitter aggres- 
sion and with a desire for revenge among society’s 
various groups and factions. The Arab political intellect 
refuses to let history push us dozens of years backward in 
the name of the aspiration for a united future. 
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Editorial Emphasizes Need for Price Controls 


944S03134 Bangalore DECCAN HERALD in English 
l Jun 94 p 8 


[Text] A disquieting feature of the current phase of 
inflation is its concentration on commodities of daily use 
like foodgrains, sugar and coffee. While foodgrain prices 
have been on a steadily increasing trend for the last few 
years, Sugar prices saw a Sharp upswing in the recent past 
due to a shortfall in production and mismanagement in 
supply. But the retail prices of coffee have been rising 
despite a bumper harvest of around 2.8 lakh tonnes, 
driven upwards by a complex set of factors which 
includes the rising international prices and the liberali- 
sation of coffee trade in the domestic market. The 
sustained pressure put up by the growers to liberalise 
coffee trade led to the replacement of the Internal Sales 
Quota (ISQ) system with the Free Sale Quota (FSQ) in 
January, this year. The 50 percent FSQ, announced by 
the Government, allowed the growers to keep 50 percent 
of their produce and operate both in domestic and the 
export market. The introduction of FSQ also coincided 
with a bullish phase in the international coffee prices 
both as a result of the retention scheme by the main 
coffee producing countries—introduced originally to lift 
the sagging prices—and a shortfall in production in 
Brazil. Prices in the overheated market rose steadily in 
the last one year, before a technical correction brought it 
down by $175 per tonne. 


In response to the rising international prices, both the 
prices and the quantity exported witnessed a dramatic 
rise in the domestic market, last year. In the common 
auction for coffee, the higher export demand pushed up 
prices. As a result the domestic prices of coffee saw 
almost a 65 to 66 percent rise in the recent period. The 
market analysts predict a further rise in coffee prices as 
the growers and exporters concentrate on the export 
market. But the sustained increase in prices, in the 
absence of any attempt to correct them, can cause a 
substitution by the consumers. 


Electorate-Political Party Interaction Viewed 


944S0313C Bangalore DECCAN HERALD in English 
] Jun 94 p8 


[Text] The Congress(I1) euphoria over last Thursday’s 
Lok Sabha and Assembly by-elections is understandable 
as is the AIADMK’s [All India Anna Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam] in Tamil Nadu. But the triumph in Maha- 
rashtra and Madhya Pradesh apart, the others are not 
unqualified victories. Mr Digviyay Singh registered a 
very convincing win in the Chachoda Assembly constit- 
uency proving again that he has put the BJP [Bharatiya 
Janata Party] in the shade in Madhya Pradesh. Mr 
Sharad Pawar’s nominee in the Baramati Lok Sabha 
constituency prevailed over his rival with a resounding 
margin to confirm the Chief Minister’s grip in Maha- 
rashtra. But in Andhra Pradesh, Mr Vijayabhaskara 
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Reddy’s son, Mr Suryaprakash Reddy, made heavy 
weather of his Lok Sabha contest with a Telugu Desam 
nominee. With five out of eight Lok Sabha seats and half 
the Assembly seats in its bag—including further gains in 
Nagaland, Punjab and Himachal Pradesh—the Con- 
gress(I) does not exactly have its back to the wall, but 
Kurnool has left considerable room for reappraisal. 


In Kerala’s Guruvayur constituency the Congress-led 
UDF [United Democratic Front] suffered a critical 
reverse in the defeat of the IUML [Indian Union Muslim 
League] nominee by the Opposition LDF [Left Demo- 
cratic Front] and Mr Sulaiman Sait’s breakaway outfit- 
supported Independent. It was a grim reminder that 
minority discontent has not abated since the Ottapalam 
Lok Sabha election. And in Tamil Nadu, the AAADMK 
continued its winning streak since the September Palani 
Lok Sabha and Ranipet Assembly elections; its elation 
has been curbed by the withholding of the results of the 
Mylapore by-election, but Perundural has confirmed 
that the party does not need Congress(I) crutches for 
survival. The challenge could come from other quarters 
with the two DMKs having regained momentum. The 
ruling Left Front in West Bengal has retained its hold 
without swamping the Opposition Congress(I) which has 
secured one Assembly seat. But in Orissa, the Con- 
gress(I) retaining the Mayurbhanj constituency reflects 
mounting resentment against the Janata Dal Govern- 
ment. The Bihar People’s Party’s victory over the Janata 
Dal in the Vaishali Lok Sabha seat is a damper for the 
ruling party and Yadav-dominated politics. The ruling 
party at the Centre is within its rights in proclaiming that 
the verdict does not reflect any resentment against its 
policies. But an important consequence of the exercise is 
the electorates discontent against ruling parties and their 
cliques where they have grown oppressive; the electorate 
has done it spontaneously and not hesitated to reward 
parties in power where they deserved it. 


Editorial Recommends Adding Experience to 
Curriculum 


944S0313F Madras THE HINDU in English 1 Jun 94 
p12 


[All quotation marks as published] 


[Text] There has always been a tremendous desire on the 
part of a few individuals to embark on missions that the 
majority of humans would consider too dangerous. 
Quite a number of examples can be cited from the pages 
of history to reveal the fascination for adventure which 
made some humans accomplish extraordinary feats. The 
news report that Mr. Vijaypat Singhania has won the 
‘round the world air race’ piloting a Cessna Conquest 
Tiger aircraft (turbopropeller category) in the 34,000 km 
route must gladden the hearts of every Indian. The race 
which began 25 days earlier from Montreal in Canada 
must have been indeed a gruelling one considering the 
inclement weather and none too friendly airspace which 
the navigators had to reckon with. In fact the Indian 
tycoon, a great aviation enthusiast, had made it to the 
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Guinness Book of Records even six years ago when he 
undertook a journey from England to India on a micro- 
light aircraft covering the distance in 56 hours and four 
minutes. 


Innumerable are the risky tasks that men and women set 
out to accomplish in the fond hope of proving their 
powers of endurance. In this category can be included 
such feats as the swimming across the English Channel 
and climbing high mountain peaks as the Mt. Everest. As 
an author put it, “parties of men and women ascend the 
most dangerous and precipitous mountains they can 
find, creeping like flies on a wall, hanging on by eyelids, 
teeth and ears, and only separated from instant destruc- 
tion by the fiftieth part of an inch. When you ask them 
why they do this, they reply ‘for fun’ and immediately 
dash off and walk up another precipice.” But an innate 
craving to excel oneself in such endeavours must be the 
motivating factor. 


What makes these intrepid humans to get into such acts? 
Is it a desire on their part to outperform others or to set 
records? How can one explain the special ‘chemistry’ 
that such adventurous souls possess? These are questions 
better left to the emerging breed of social and environ- 
mental psychologists but certain lessons can be drawn 
from the experience for the benefit of the younger 
generation in our schools and colleges. There must be a 
built-in component in the curriculum designed to whet 
the appetite for adventure that is latent in the minds of 
the children and youth. This has become imperative in 
the context of the obsession on the part of parents and 
their wards regarding academic performance and scoring 
of marks. The National Policy on Education has in fact 
referred to the need for helping students “develop an 
interest in adventure and other outdoor activities.”” The 
Nehru Yuvak Kendras [NYK], National Service Scheme 
[NSS], Bharat Scouts and Guides, National Cadet Corps 
[NCC] and the National Volunteer Scheme do serve to 
some extent the purpose of instilling the spint of adven- 
ture in the minds of the school and college students. But 
there is unfortunately not much of active involvement of 
the teachers in chalking out low cost adventure projects 
aimed at improving the personality traits of the pupils. 
The adventure promotion work will inevitably lead to 
welcome results such as character building, and boosting 
of self-confidence and self-esteem of the students. 


While the educational planners may be chary of 
enlarging the opportunities for youth for such tasks on 
the plea of financial stringency, the concept of voluntary 
organisations assisting clusters of projects must receive 
close attention. There are even now examples like the 
Duke of Edinburgh scheme which has been taken up 
avidly by many schools in the country. The students 
engaging in tasks like hiking on a mountain trail are 
given credits for their performance. Ultimately, it must 
be realised that there is more to education than mere 
bookish knowledge and that nature itself is a great 
teacher. 
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Congress(I) Alerted to Magnitude of Factions 


944S0313B Bangalore DECCAN HERALD in English 
1 Jun 94 p 8 


[Text] Groupism and dissension persist in the Con- 
gress(I) in Karnataka, defying even the 12-point action 
formula evolved by the party high command to achieve 
the difficult task. The remedy prescribed by emissaries 
despatched from Bihar and Delhi for the ruling party's 
age-old affliction in Karnataka has proved ineffective. 
The resentment noticeable among partymen over the 
allotment of tickets for the Legislative Council elections 
is ample proof of this. Specifically, the denial of a ticket 
to Mr K.N. Nage Gowda, Minister of State for Animal 
Husbandry, has made his continuance in office quite 
embarrassing to him and to Mr Veerappa Moily as well. 
It has also tended to strengthen apprehensions that group 
interests have prevailed in the allotment of tickets. Mr 
Nage Gowda’s resignation, following the nomination 
dispute, raises some serious doubts. Had it been Mr 
Moily’s intention to discard Mr Gowda from the minis- 
terial pack, the right time would have been the recent 
Cabinet reshuffle. Or has Mr Moily been made a helpless 
spectator of the forced exit of Mr Gowda as an offshoot 
of intra-party squabbles? 


The high command's truce formula came under severe 
strain when the Chief Minister had to constitute a 
jumbo-sized Ministry. While the exercise brought little 
credit to the party and its Government, the Moily 
Ministry’s bungling of the zilla and taluk panchayat 
election issue has wrought great damage. Moreover, 
reports of Deputy Chief Minister S.M. Krishna’s displea- 
sure over some key decisions taken by Mr Moily, 
bypassing the Political Affairs Committee (PAC), lend a 
grim note to the bickering. These developments, in 
conjunction with the demand from a section of the 
partymen for an adequate quota of tickets for dissidents, 
expose the concept of party unity to ridicule. The reality 
is that the crisis of confidence in the party continues to 
defy solution. The party may have to pay a heavy price at 
the none-too-distant hustings if the high command fails 
to act. 


Attempts at Unity in Akali Dal Viewed 
Skeptically 


944S0305A Jalandhar PUNJAB KESARI in Hindi 
3 Jun 94 p6 


[Editorial: ““The Ups and Downs of Akali Unity” ] 


[Text] I had written in my article “Akali Unity” pub- 
lished in May that Punjabis in general and Akalis in 
particular get excited very easily and alsv cool down fast. 
That is what has been happening until now and whatever 
is happening now ts not any different. 


I had written in that article that the politics in Punjab 
were in turmoil because the acting Jatthedar [president] 
of Shri Akal Takht [religious committee], Prof. Manjit 
Singh, was trying to break up the six prominent Akal 
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groups and form one major party. It is not the first time 
that such an effort was made. Sant Longowal and Prof. 
Darshan Singh have made similar efforts in the past. 


The important aspect of this effort is that the Akali 
leaders who did not even want to see each other's face 
obeyed Prof. Manjit Singh’s order and washed dishes, 
cleaned shoes, cleaned the Harminder Sahib’s floor, 
talked with each other, and ate together in the open 
kitchen. Later, the six Akali factions were dissolved and 
the Akali Dal (Amritsar) was created; however, a major 
Akali faction, Akali Dal (Badal), did not participate in 
this unity effort. The president of this group, Prakash 
Singh Badal, resigned from his position and formed a 
presidium, and this presidium says that it cannot do any 
thing without Mr. Badal. Later, Mr. Badal issued a 
statement about it and wrote a letter to Prof. Manjit 
Singh. He visited the Darbar Sahib with thousands of his 
supporters later and clarified the reasons for keeping his 
group out of the new coalition. Mr. Prakash Singh Badal 
maintained the separate identity of his group and also 
nominated candidates from his party for the vidhan 
sabha by-elections in Nakodar and Ajnala. 


The efforts to include Mr. Prakash Singh Badal in the 
Akali Dal (Amritsar) are still going on. Only yesterday, 
Mr Gurucharan Singh Tohra while addressing a public 
meeting in Morinda, called Mr. Badal unprincipled, 
deceitful, arrogant, and anti-panthak [Sikh religion]. He 
also said that if Badal would unite with them, they could 
get rid of the Beant Singh government within six months. 


Anyhow, while a large Akali faction (Badal) has not 
joined this coalition, only three days after this new 
coalition was formed one of the factions that had joined 
it, Akali Dal (Longowal), has already raised the flag of 
rebellion against it! 


Captain Kanwaljit Singh, general secretary of the Akali 
Dal (Longowal), announced in a press conference in 
Chandigarh: “The proclamation of the new Akal Dal 
defies the sacred spirit of the Guru Granth Sahib [Sikh 
religious book], therefore, I totally reject it. My followers 
and I cannot stand like coward silent spectators at this 
crucial period in the history of our religion and Punjab. 
Neither can we turn our backs on the millions of inno- 
cent Sikhs and their welfare just to protect our political 
interests.” 


Not just this group, but some members of the Barnala 
groups also do not consider this coalition to be appro- 
priate. According to them, this merger has not improved 
Mr. Barnala’s image: 1t has only made him look worse. 


Thus. while a major Akalt faction refused to join this 
coalition and a faction that joined it 1s already dis- 
senting, for the first time in the Sikh history the leader of 
a major faction, Jatthedar Rachhpal Singh of Akal Dal 
(Master Tara Singh), has refused to pay a religious fine 
for rejoining the religious group again. 
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It is important to mention in this context that Jatthedar 
Rachhpal Singh was already doing penance in Gurud- 
wara Sisganj. He announced that he was ceasing in order 
to protest against the discriminatory action of the acting 
jatthedar of Akal Takht. He accused acting jatthedar 
Prof. Manjit Singh of having him read a prepared 
statement admitting his sins of the past. At the same 
time, he also said that the main reason for his disobeying 
the Akal Takht directive was that he was asked to break 
up his Akali faction. Jatthedar Rachhpal Singh claimed 
that he did not agree with what he had said in the 
statement forced on him by Prof. Manjit Singh. 


He said that Prof. Manjit Singh was creating a confron- 
tation between he government and the Sikhs. This is not 
good for either the nation or the Sikhs. 


Jatthedar Rachhpal Singh also said, “Shri Akal Takht 
laid the condition that I must dismiss my party, how- 
ever, neither my supporters nor I can accept this condi- 
tion. I have stopped my atonement at the advice of my 
party. Shri Akal Takht did not have this condition in its 
earlier decisions.” He said that his supporters were 
treated like criminals. Jatthedar Rachhpal Singh claims 
that he has a lot of respect for Akal Takht. He is not 
disobeying Akal Takht but the person sitting in that holy 
shrine who is bent upon hurting the Sikhs by secretly 
working with the Shiromani Gurudwara Parbandhak 
Committee [Sikhs temple administration committee]. 
He said that the acting jatthedar should either resign or 
be dismissed. 


When Jatthedar Rachhpal Singh was asked why he did 
not say all this before he had done penance, he replied 
that if he had said all this at that time, there would have 
been bloodshed as several armed persons were present 
there. 


As for acting Jatthedar Prof. Manjit Singh, he says that 
Jatthedar Rachhpal Singh was called to present himself 
at the Akal Takht by the five leaders because he had 
requested it. The group had jointly agreed to sanction 
this penance, which Jatthedar Rachhpal Singh had 
accepted. 


If we look at these facts closely, 1t will become clear that 
this enthusiasm for Akali unity is cooling down as fast as 
it had developed. Unity is important for every party, 
however, it 1s possible only when principles and convic- 
tions are in agreement. 


Anyhow, we do not want to get into the debate on who ts 
wrong and who ts right or what should be done and what 
should not be done. This whole series of events has made 
it clear that one major Akali faction has refused to join 
the coalition; another group, that had joined the coahi- 
tion, has rebelled against it; and the leader of the other 
factions stopped his penance in the middle because he 
did not want to dismiss his faction. It 1s also difficult to 
say which way the winds of Akal: unity will blow in the 
end because no one knows who will get out of this unity 
at what time and who from the outside will join it. The 
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efforts to bring in those who are sitting outside and to 
oust those who are in the coalition are still going on. 


IRAN 


Directive Given Against Certain Moharram 
Practices 


Views of Qom Seminarians 
94LA0195A Tehran RESALAT in Persian 16 Jun 94 
p2 


[Text] News Division. It is necessary to abstain from the 
things that undermine religion in the mourning of Imam 
Hoseyn (peace be upon him). 


This statement was made by Ayatollah Azer-Qomi in an 
interview with our correspondent. In answer to a ques- 
tion about the characteristics of proper mourning from 
the standpoint of Islam, he said: The mourning of our 
oppressed descendant of the Prophet 1s something that 
was established by the esteemed Prophet of Islam from 
the time of that holy one’s birth and his first blessed days 
in the house of revelation, and, praise God, it has been 
continued to our time by the friends of the House of 
God. 


He said: The important and basic elements of proper 
mourning are weeping, causing others to weep, or 
assuming an attitude of grief and weeping. 


Ayatollah Azeri-Qomi said: There are limits on every- 
thing in Islam and God punishes whoever transgresses 
those limits. There are limits on mourning for Imam 
Hoseyn (peace be upon him) and those limits are that the 
values of the divine uprising of Ashura not be trampled. 


In this interview he also said: In making others cry, one 
must not resort to lying. A number of that holy one’s 
ignorant friends said that Hoseyn (peace be upon him) 
was not killed, and that he ascended to heaven from the 
killing ground, and the Imam of the Age (peace be upon 
him) has denied that. 


In the passion plays for that holy one, one must avoid 
donning women’s clothing to play the role of Her Holi- 
ness Zaynab (peace be upon her), and one must avoid 
doing things that are demeaning or ridiculing. We must 
not overlook other values to honor and glorify the 
slogans of Ashura. 


He added: One must not sin during mourning. If hitting 
with knives damages the body, it must be avoided. 
Today this undermines Islam. It must be avoided. It is 
wrong to think that the more we hurt ourselves mourning 
for Imam Hoseyn, the better it is. 


Ayatollah Azeri-Qomi said: I have recently heard that 
some people, when making pilgrimages to the shrines of 
the chaste imams, have crawled a distance on their chests 
or cut locks during the mourning. These things are never 
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advisable. Rather, they are sins and subject to punish- 
ment. Mourning 1s desirable to the extent authorized by 
the Prophet, the chaste imams and the great theologians 
of Islam. 


Therefore, whatever undermines or toys with religion 
will be subject to the divine commands and must be 
avoided, even if no insult is intended. 


He was asked about the fact that some people say that in 
the past the theologians did not prevent stabbing with 
knives, or other things. He answered: Assuming this to 
be the case, the exalted leader order prevails over the 
decrees of theologians. | have made this point repeat- 
edly. 


The late Ayatollah al-'Ozma Shirazi, who belonged to the 
‘Osuli school, himself issued a decree authorizing the use 
of tobacco before the tobacco boycott, and after the 
decree was cancelled, he authorized it again, but in 
accordance with the conditions of the time, he consid- 
ered its use to be the equivalent of warring with the 
Imam of the age (peace be upon him). 


Thus the command of the ruler takes precedence over a 
religious decree, even if the ruler himself has given a 
contradictory religious decree. 


It is incumbent upon all believers, clergymen, and 
Islamic propagandists to vigorously prevent these for- 
bidden things, even if their theological beliefs are par- 
tially or completely at odds with the exalted leader's 
command. Some say they have taken a vow, either with 
respect to themselves or their children, to hit themselves 
with knives during the days of Ashura. Even if a source 
of emulation, for example, has given a religious decree 
authorizing this, their vow will not be completed because 
the exalted leader's command has reversed the a'thori- 
zation. Therefore, their vow will not be completed. It is 
allowed to violate it and there is not even any need for 
atonement. 


He gave examples of improper excesses and hardship in 
worship. He said: When the Commander of the Faithful 
(peace be upon him) was caliph and went to the city of 
Anbar, he suddenly saw that the people of Anbar were 
running behind him. He said: Why are you doing this? 
They said we always show respect for our leaders this 
way. 


He rejected this and said: God has never demanded 
hardship from his servants in worship. 


The most noble Prophet stood in prayer so much that his 
feet swelled. God said: “Taha. We have not sent down 
the Koran to thee to be an occasion for they distress.” 
[Koranic quote] The Koran was not revealed to make 
you unhappy and suffer. The Koran says, oh believers, 
God has not asked you to do anything that would make 
you sin and suffer. 
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The Prophet received a report that they had ritually 
washed a sick person afflicted with small pox. He said: 
May God kill the ones who washed him. Why didn’t they 
cleanse him with sand? 


Likewise, Ayatollah Seyyed Mohammad Hashemi, Aya- 
tollah Fazel Langrani, and Ayatollah Javadi Amoli were 
asked about actions that undermine religion during 
mourning for the prince of martyrs, such as hitting with 
knives. The ayatollahs announced their views and issued 
their decrees. 


This question was asked of Ayatollah Langrani at a time 
when the enemies of Islam were trying to isolate Mus- 
lims. Using trickery, they wanted to portray Islam as 
superstition and Muslims as illogical. 


In some areas, some people, in Islamic demonstrations 
and chanting slogans, do things that are not in the text of 
the religion, such as hitting themselves with knives, 
which is demeaning to Shiism and the mourning. What is 
Your Holiness’ view of situations such as this? 


In answer to the question, he said: In view of the turning 
to Islam and Shiism that has taken place since the 
triumph of the Islamic revolution of Iran, with Islamic 
Iran recognized as the center of the Muslim world and its 
actions and behavior serving as a model and a depiction 
of Islam, it is necessary, with regard to mourning and 
memonial rites for the Prince of Martyrs His Holiness 
‘Abi’ abdollah al-Hoseyn (peace be upon him) that they 
be conducted in such a way that it will lead to more 
people turning to that holy one and an intensification of 
interest in him and his sacred goal. 


It is clear that in these circumstances the practice of 
hitting with knives not only has no such role, but also 
due to its lack of acceptability and the lack of any kind of 
justification, the results of doing it will be bad. It is 
therefore necessary for Shiites who are interested in the 
orthodoxy of Imam Hoseyn (peace be upon him) to 
refrain from doing that. If there is any vow to do this, the 
vow is not properly qualified and binding. 


Likewise, in answer to the above question, Ayatollah 
Seyyed Mohammad Hashemi said: There is no doubt 
that it 1s important to hold mourning and memorial rites 
for the chaste imams and the Prophet's family, peace be 
upon them, especially on account of the painful suffer- 
ings of His Holiness Abi‘abdollah al-Hoseyn (peace be 
upon him), but one of the requirements and obligations 
is restraint. Three conditions must be observed con- 
cerning the quality of the holding of the rites and their 
procedures: 


| - It must not hurt the person holding the rite or others, 
and any person under obligation to hold the rite can 
determine if this qualification is met. 


2 - It must not undermine religion, the orthodoxy of 
Shiism, Islamic society, or the sacred government of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, because undermining any one 
of these things is the greatest sin. Determining whether 


JPRS-NEA-94-037 
11 July 1994 


this qualification is met is the task of the vice regent of 
the Muslims, in the sense that if under special circum- 
stances the vice regent of the Muslims determines that a 
specific procedure is contrary to the interest of Islamic 
society or that it will undermine the religion or the 
sacred government of the Islamic Republic of Iran. then 
on that basis that procedure will be prohibited. 


It is incumbent upon everyone to obey him, and in this 
regard individuals under obligation to perform the rites 
may not follow their personal views. 


3 - It must be consistent with the spint of Islam and the 
exalted values of the chaste members of the Prophet's 
family, peace be upon them, and it must not violate their 
true commands and teachings. 


Ayatollah Javadi Amoli also said in answer to the above 
question: Anything that undermines Islam and the pres- 
tige of the mourning rites is not authorized. It is expected 
that people will refrain from hitting themselves with 
knives and such things as that. 


Hoseyni on Moharram 
94L.40195B Tehran RESALAT in Persian 15 Jun 94 p § 


[Text] Legislative and Parliamentary Affairs Division. 
Following recent guidance from the exalted leader con- 
cerning the proper procedure for mourning the prince of 
martyrs, His Holiness Imam Hoseyn (peace be upon 
him), and Enjoining Good and Prohibiting Evil Revival 
Week, Hojjat ol-Eslam val-Moslemin Seyyed ‘Ali Akbar 
Hoseyni, deputy from Tehran, made some points in this 
area in an interview with RESALAT’s parliamentary 
correspondent. 


He discussed the exalted leader's latest statement. He 
said: The latest statement by His Holiness Ayatollah 
Khamene’i were very exalted and thoughtful. It is nec- 
essary during the days of Hoseyn’s Ashura that speakers 
make use of this text, and that they explain the important 
points in this speech to the people. 


He added: The goals of Imam Hoseyn’s (peace be upon 
him) uprising were to protect Islam and the Koran, to 
revive the enjoining of good and the prohibition of evil 
and to reform society. That holy one’s mourners must 
also follow this practice. The practices we employ in our 
mourning groups must clarify the goals of lmam Hoseyn. 
If amusements, games, and musical instruments, which 
are not appropriate for mourning find their way into 
these kinds of ntes, we can be certain that Satan has had 
an influence and has abused the honesty and purity of 
individuals. Mr. Hoseyni emphasized the need to avoid 
superstitious practices in the mourning rites for the 
prince of martyrs. He said: Engaging in superstitious and 
inhumane practices will damage the reputation of reli- 
gion and the greatness of His Holiness the prince of 
martyrs (peace be upon him). Hitting with knives is an 
example of this kind of behavior, and no mourner wants 
Imam Hoseyn (peace be upon him) to be displeased with 
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him. This is a duty, which must be performed by persons 
of awareness and insight, and they must avoid practices, 
such as hitting with knives, that please the enemies of 
religion. 


The enemy wants to portray the mourning traditions as 
superstitious and unwise, and we must not do anything 
that will make them succeed in this goal. Superstitious 
practices such as hitting with knives and other practices, 
which have no justification in religious law will please 
Satan and the enemies of religion. 


Hojjat ol-Eslam val-Moslemin Hoseyni was asked what 
are the proper characteristics of a mourning ceremony. 
He answered: Two important points must be observed 
during mourning ceremonies. The first 1s that the people 
must be made familiar with His Holiness Imam Hoseyn 
and his ways and practices, and the reason for his 
uprising and the motivation for that holy one’s mar- 
tyrdom must be made clear. The second point ts that the 
people's love and emotional feeling for His Holiness 
Imam Hoseyn (peace be upon him) must be made 
stronger. Any gathering that has these two characteristics 
will please God, and everyone must move in this direc- 
tion. Everyone must seek to have the mourning gather- 
ings for His Holiness the prince of martyrs (peace be 
upon him) be decorated with the banner of glory, faith 
and knowledge. 


Continuing, he added: During the mourning ceremonies 
for the month of Moharram [11 June-9 July], the pane- 
gyrists and speakers have a very important role to play in 
purifying emotions and arousing religious emotion and 
love for Hoseyn. During these rites they must make use 
of slogans that are sound, considered and meaningful, 
and they must be careful not to say things that are 
inappropriate or misleading. The true events of Ashura 
are the best lamentation. They will stir the hearts of the 
people and invoke their tears. There is no need to say 
things that are incorrect. 


The deputy from Tehran advised mourning groups to 
revive prayer and uplifting religious slogans. He said: 
Last year in this regard a good beginning was made. 
Many groups performed this divine obligation during the 
noon prayer or by holding prayer for His Holiness Imam 
Hoseyn (peace be upon him) at Karbala. If all the 
mourning groups follow this practice, it 1s certain that 
the sacred soul of Imam Hoseyn will be more and better 
pleased by the mourners, because in that holy one’s 
pilgrimage it was mentioned that Imam Hoseyn’s goal 
was holding the prayer service and reviving the practice 
of enjoining good and prohibiting evil. 


He then discussed Enjoining Good and Prohibiting Evil 
Week. He said: This week was declared to remember 
more and give more emphasis and attention to the fact 
that every Muslim must look around himself carefully 
and understand the prominent matters of concern to his 
peers. In order to do that, he must also strive to prevent 
the unacceptable activities he encounters and to do his 
duty properly 
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Hojjat ol-Eslam val-Moslemin Hoseyni noted that 
enjoining good and prohibiting evil must be carried out 
in the best language, with the most compelling talk and 
in the most desirable way by every Muslim in order to 
have its good effects. 


He discussed the duties of officials in carrying out the 
Obligation to enjoin good and prohibit evil. Officials 
have a personal and divine duty and « government 
responsibility, and carrying out these two obligations are 
their most essential responsibility. They must try not to 
do prohibited things in their work situation. Officials 
must realize that in carrying out the obligation of 
enjoining good and prohibiting evil they have a much 
greater responsibility. 


Hoyjat ol-Eslam val-Moslemin Hoseyni emphasized the 
proper procedure for carrying out the obligation of 
enjoining good and prohibiting evil and supporting the 
judiciary and the police. He added: If memos and 
guidance are administered properly, they will be effec- 
tive and will not cause a negative reaction, but if 
enjoining good and prohibiting evil is done insistently in 
a rude and insulting way with a person who 1s making a 
mistake, it will be the duty of the pudiciary and the police 
to deal with violators, in light of the law and the exalted 
leader's guidance. 


In conclusion, he advised greater observance of Islamic 
veiling and said: The veiling intended by Islam 1s con- 
cealing the body of a woman from the view of those who 
are not her ritual initiates and avoiding ostentatious 
appearance that might attract the attention of nonini- 
tiates. Any kind of veiling that observes those Islamic 
principles is acceptable. 


One Percent of Budget To Combat Cultural 
Invasion 


941.40186G Tehran SALAM in Persian 23 May 94 p 2 


[Text] Bandar ‘Abbas, (IRNA)}—One percent of the total 
national budget in 1373 [21 March 1994-20 March 1995] 
is allocated to the implementation of projects to counter 
cultural invasion. 


Engineer Mostafa Mirsalim, the minister of culture and 
Islamic guidance, said on Saturday in Bandar ‘Abbas: 
Two percent of the profit of industries and | percent of 
the City Hall taxes, in accordance with the law, are 
earmarked for cultural affairs, and the framework of the 
funds related to cultural invasion will be announced 
soon. 


The minister of Islamic culture and guidance said: The 
coastal provinces of the country, such as Hormozgan, 
Sistan and Baluchestan, Bushehr, and Khuzestan, are on 
the front line of the cultural invasion of the enemies, and 
this ministry will use its capacity to counter the mant- 
festations of the decadent Western culture by expanding 
cultural activities. 
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He added: The creation of book exhibits, cultural and 
artistic festivals, and sending art experts are among the 
projects to be implemented in the coastal provinces. 


Concerning the phenomenon of the satellite, the minister 
of Islamic culture and guidance said: The Majles will 
determine the position regarding satellites in the 
country, and the cultural organization will act on the 
basis of the Majles decision. 


In conclusion, he added: Support for the press and 
newspapers of the country 1s one of the goals of the 
Ministry of Islamic Culture and Guidance. Those pubh- 
cations of the provinces that have an acceptable quality 
of content will be given priority in terms of support. 


New Regulations for Release of Goods From 
Customs 

O41 A0188D Tehran AR YHAN-E HAV AT in Persian 
1S Jun 94 p Il 


[Text] Tehran, 17 Khordad [7 June]— New regulations 
for the release of goods were announced to Lranian Cus- 
toms. 


Based on the new regulations announced by the Ministry 
of Commerce to Iraman Customs, the release of all 
imported goods ordered from 7 Khordad [28 May] this 
year will be dependent on the presentation of a declara- 
tion of the sale of foreign currency or certificates indi- 
cating the securing of foreign currency by the banking 
system of the country. This also includes goods imported 
by peddlers, the border dwellers cooperatives, and Ira- 


nian workers working abroad as well as the release of 


goods from the free and protected zones into the country. 


Imported goods in the form of imports vis-a-vis exports, 
which are subject to the content of circular letters No. 
S71-H, dated 17/02/1373 [7 May 1994], and 60/1024, 
dated 20/02/1373 [10 May 1994], may be released as 
before provided they have an order registered in the 
Ministry of Commerce and the date of the order regis- 


tration is prior to the transport date and the issuance of 


a cargo invoice. 


The release of goods the orders for which have been 
registered in the Ministry of Commerce from 20 Bahman 
[9 February] to the end of 1372 [9 February-31 March 
1994] in the form of imports vis-a-vis exports 1s also 
allowed, provided they are tra’ ~d within the initial 
period stated in the orcer ror 1 form and the prior 
regulations are observed 


Also, all registered goods '.. which credit has been 
opened or have been ordered with collected bank dratts 
may be released as before in accordance with the applhi- 
cable regulations 


Also, the release of imported goods from Central Asian 
countries, provided that they are the products of that 
country and registered with the Ministry of Commerce, 
does not require the presentation of a foreign currency 
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sale announcement or a certificate indicating the 
securing of foreign currency funds 


Sixty Percent of Prisoners Drug Smugglers 
O41 40186C Tehran SALAM im Persian 22 Mav 94 p 2 


| Text] Karaj, (IRNA)}—According to the minister of jus- 
tice, 60 percent of the prisoners in the country are 
narcotics smugglers. 


On Wednesday, in ceremonies to inaugurate the public 
prosecutor's office of Fardis in Karay, Hoyat ol-Eslam 
Esma‘il Shushtan emphasized the need for the increased 
cooperation of vanous organizations and institutions to 
more seriously and decisively fight against narcotics and 
considered the expansion of cnme a serous threat to the 
welfare of the society. 


He spoke of the revival of public culture and strength- 
ening the religious beliefs of the people as a movement 
on the course of reducing crime 


The minister of pustice sand: Cultural contradictions and 
the culture inherited trom the past governments are 
among the other important factors involved in the occur- 
rence of various crimes. 


Shushtarn considered the shortage of personnel the most 
major difficulty of the pudicial authorities 


He said: In the near future, at most in two weeks, with 
the ratification of the legal procedures of the amendment 
to the law on public and revolutionary courts, the 
problem of the shortage of personnel of the judicial 
organizations of the country will be eliminated 


He said: Also, with the announcement and implementa 
tion of this law, fundamental changes will take place in 
the manner of eliminating other problems of the judicial 
Organizations of the country. 


New Runway To Be Constructed in Birjand 
941. 40186.4 Tehran SALAM in Persian 18 May 94 p! 


[Text] Birrand. SALAM correspondent. The executive 
director general of national airlines announced in Bir- 
jand: Soon this airport will be equipped with a new naval 
carrier, which will also allow the Biryand Airport to offer 
service to transit airplanes. The new runway will require 
S.6 bilhon nals [R}, of which so far R2.25 bilhon has 
been allocated and work on it will begin soon. He added 
Under the present conditions, because of the shortness of 
the runway, the steep slope and hot weather, the flight of 
passenger airplanes will start with difficulty. This has 
caused officials to think about eliminating this short- 
coming as soon as possible. Our correspondent added 
Birjand, in south Khorasan, has been a center of atten- 
tion for a long time so that among the southern cities of 
the province, it has university centers and there 1s good 
potential in that city that can be effective in the future of 
the region. 
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PAKISTAN 


Leghari Visit to U.S. Seen Successful 
YW ASOZ10C Karachi JANG in Urdu 29 May 94 p 3 


{Article by Nayer Zaidi trom Washington: “The Positive 
Effect of President Leghari’s Visit™] 


{Text} In his “private” visit [to the U.S], president 
Leghan showed various aspects of his personality which 
made one wonder what more he might have done on an 
official visit. However, whether as a private individual 
or in an official capacity, a president retains his pres. 
dential status and the weight of his position remains a 
part of his personality. As a private individual, the 
president enjoyed a flexibility which he would have lost 
as an official visitor) He not only conducted political 
negotiations but acted as Pakistan's super-salesman as 
well. He met tor 40 minutes with vice president Gore in 
the White House but. in my view, his most important 
meeting Was with secretary of state Warren Christopher 
on the first day of his arnval in Washington. Warren 
Christopher was accompamed by his semor team 
including deputy secretary Strobe Talbot and undersec- 
retary tor South Asian afhurs Robin Raphael. John 
Monjo, US. ambassador to Pakistan, was also present 
In the evening, president Legharn had a tace to face 
conversation with Pakistan: pournalists ino Washington 
and said with reference to secretary of state Christopher 
that the US) had given assurances that it would not 
weaken Pakistan's security. Leghars statement gained 
added importance trom the fact that a week earher, 
during Indian prime minister Narasimha Rao’s visit to 
the US. President Clinton had made a statement to the 
same eflect in a press conterence and had said that ita 
system could be devised which would give a greater sense 
of security to countnes, they would not try to gain 
nuclear capability. President Clinton also said that one 
should not expect countnes to compromise on thei 
security and cooperate in the policy of nuclear nonpro- 
iteration. The statement makes sense and shows a 
pleasant change in the American attitude. At the conclu- 
sion of Strobe Talbot's visit to Pakistan, foreign minister 
Asif Ali Ahmad had said that the U.S. had abandoned 
its demand tor freezing or rolling back [Pakistan's] 
nuclear program and would present new proposals 
Talbot had called his visits to India and Pakistan suc- 
cesstul even though the two countries had publicly 
reyected the US. stand betore the start of Talbot's tour 


Bitter experiences make one cautious. In view of the 
great interest expressed by the US. in Pakistan's securty 
in the decades of the 1950s and 1980s, this new position 
needs to be examined in depth. As the saying goes, a 
thieves steals away quietly and makes no noise about tt 
The US. and Western countries will never allow Pak. 
stan or any other Third World Mushm country to 
possess nuclear weapons. Pakistan suflered great losses 
in the Afghanistan war but it gained one advantage in 
that the US. acting tn its own political interests, could 


not force Pakistan to abandon its nuclear program, What 
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weapons will be used now to end this nuclear capability, 
time alone will tell. However, Pakistan should remember 
that objectives change overnight but it takes a long time 
to gain capability. No matter what assurances the US 
gives regarding Pakistan's security, it would be foolish to 
push nuclear capacity back to the starting point. At any 
rate, in answer to my question, president Leghar: said 
unequivocally that there wass a tremendous unanimity 
of opimion among the people of Pakistan regarding the 
nuclear program and that when there was such una- 
nimity on any issue, it Was impossible to change course 


The readers will remember that some time ago, | referred 
Ina column to the shortcomings in the contract relating 
to F 16 planes. Taking advantege of my meeting with the 
president, | asked him why there had been no account: 
ability in this matter. In a display of candor, the pres.- 
dent said that he did not know the details of the contract 
and that as tar as he knew, no investigation was being 
conducted in the matter, that he could not express any 
Views on the matter without consultation and thought 

His statement and his position on the matter are under 

standable because the issuc is a comphcated legal one 
Which involves the U.S. and the president was a guestin 
the country. [tis to be hoped, however, that the president 
will pay attention to the matter 


The atiitude of the World Bank and International Mon 
etary Fund has been very triendly and encouraging. The 
IME team returned trom its tour of Pakistan while the 
president was in the US) According to Moin Afzal, 
additional secretary to the ministry of the exchequer, the 
IMF team gave a favorable report on Pakistan's eco- 
nomic performance in the first quarter of 1994) and 
Pakistan would receive the first installment of the | 
bilhon 300 mithon [dollars?} which the IMB had 
announced it would give to support Pakistan's foreign 
exchange 


Pror to the presidents visit it was being emphasized 
that he would pay particular attention to investment in 
the energy sector, On 2S May, the World Bank arranged 
a meeting between the president and a group [repre 
senting} 24 companies and banks. The president advo 
cated Pakistan's cause effectively but much remanns to 
be done in this respect. During his visit, president 
Leghan emphasized repeatedly the negative aspects of 
the Pressler amendment and pointed out at the same 
time that there should be cooperation in) areas not 
attected by the Pressler amendment. The first question 
asked about any visits whether it has proved successtul 
Generally, no one acknowledges the tarlurc of any visit 
Since the present visit was a private one, some fexarbility 
exists in determining its success. Since prime minister 
Bhutto's visit [to the U S.} in L989, president Leghart ts 
the highest official to come to this country. The results of 
political talks and financial promises will emerge after a 
period of time but this visit has helped to change the 
image of Pakistan's leadership. The accession of Bhutto 
to the premiership created an image of a voung leader 
ship, but in 19889 although she had a political mandate, 
the impression was that she was helpless because of the 
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older personalities who ran the political show behind the 
scenes. President Leghari’s visit has strengthened the 
belief that now Pakistan’s leadership is in fact in the 
hands of a young and progressive group. In an interview 
on CNN, Leghari said that through the democratic 
process, a woman had become prime minister for the 
second time. CNN host Frank Cisno remarked that 
Pakistan’s ambassador to Washington was also a 
woman. As a matter of fact, army chief of staff General 
Abdul Wahid is also comparatively young. Thus, from 
president Lagahari to Maliha Lodhi, the entire team 1s 
composed of people between forty and fifty years of age 
who are all well educated and possessed of various 
professional skills. It is to be hoped that the impression 
that Pakistan is in the grip of old army generals will 
gradually fade. Investors study facts but perceptions play 
an important part as well. The positive image produced 
by this visit should be kept alive and promoted and the 
responsibility for carrying out this important task rests 
on the shoulders of ambassador Maliha Lodhi. 


Indian Missile Threat Viewed 
94AS0310A Karachi JANG in Urdu 29 May 94 p 3 


{Editorial: “Installation of Prithvi Missiles’’} 


[Text] President Faroog Leghari said that India’s plan to 
install Prithvi missiles had brought about a deterioration 
in the security atmosphere of the South Asia region; that 
the real target of these missiles was Pakistan and that the 
installation of the Prithvi missiles and the fighting in 
Kashmir had increased tensions between India and Paki- 
stan. The dangers and issues created by the installation 
of the Prithvi missiles to which president Leghari 
referred to will be attested to by all individuals interested 
in world and regional peace. Although Indian prime 
minister Narasimha Rao, prior to his visit to the United 
States, had ordered a temporary halt in any further tests 
with the Prithvi missiles, political observers had at that 
time called it a political and diplomatic move aimed at 
preventing any unpleasantness on the issue during the 
premier’s visit. That the decison was indeed such a move 
is confirmed by reports coming out of the Indian min- 
istry of defense sources to the effect that tests regarding 
the military uses of the Prithvi missiles would probably 
start in the first week of June. The Indian army has 
suggested that in the first stage, the missiles be installed 
in the boundary areas of Rajisthan and East Punjab 
which would bring a large part of Pakistan within 
striking range of the Prithvi missiles and in the event of 
war, the use of nuclear weapons would cause great 
devastation. India has now prepared another missile 
system similar to the patriot missiles; these missiles and 
radar can be quickly installed on tanks. A special feature 
of this missiles system is that the missiles can distinguish 
between friend and foe and can target planes flying 
behind mountains. These developments show the dan- 
gerous objectives which India has in mind; it 1s trying to 
achieve these aims and lean heavily on Pakistan and 
neighbouring countries by accelerating and extending 
the construction of nuclear weapons and missiles. This 
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situation will undoubtedly pose a grave danger to Paki- 
Stan’s security and survival. The United States also 
realizes the seriousness of the situation and the dangers 
arising from it; hence, the U. S. vice-president expressed 
anxiety over the installation of Prithvi missiles and said 
clearly that the U.S. desires peace in South Asia and 
therefore cannot ignore the proliferation of nuclear and 
other weapons of death. The U.S. ambassador to India 
has also urged India to stop the installation of the Prithvi 
missiles. We are of the view that expressions of concern 
over India’s aggressive military preparations notwith- 
standing, a complete halt to these activities would be 
possible only if the U.S. took some practical measures In 
this connection. Mere words will never convince India. 


India Missile Program Seen as Threat to Security 
94AS0322C Karachi JANG in Urdu 15 Jun 94 p 3 


[Editorial: India’s Missile Program: Assumptions and 
Dangers**] 


[Text] The concern President Farooq Ahmed Leghari 
expressed in his address at the 18th convocation of the 
National Defense College in Rawalpindi over India’s 
military preparations, especially its missile program, is 
the voice from the heart of Pakistani people. This also 
expresses at the right time the feelings of danger that the 
countries in this region are feeling. Despite the objection 
of some international powers, India 1s still working on 
developing its missile program further. It launched its 
Prithvi missile successfully at the beginning of this 
month. India had postponed the launching of the missile 
temporarily to avoid any negative U.S. reaction during 
Prime Minister Narasimha Rao’s visit to the United 
States. However, as soon as he returned from the visit. 
India started working on its program with full enthu- 
siasm. Prithvi has a range of 250 kilometers and has the 
capability of hurling nuclear and chemical weapons. As 
President Leghari said that just like the Pressler amend- 
ment which only targets Pakistan. Prithvi is also 
designed for targeting Pakistan. That 1s why these mis- 
siles are being installed in Punjab and Kashmir near the 
Pakistani border, and Pakistan is correct in expressing 
concern over it. India has even more dangerous plans to 
enhance its Agni missile which, according to President 
Leghari, can target China, South Asian nations, Saudi 
Arabia, Iraq, and Kazakhstan. India ts also exper- 
menting to enable this missile to carry nuclear and 
chemical weapons. While many other countries are 
endangered by India’s endeavors, Pakistan, due to his- 
torical and geographical reasons, is endangered most. 
India has attacked Pakistan three times and the Kashmir 
issue, the main cause of contention between the two 
countries, has not been resolved yet. Therefore. the 
danger of a confrontation between the two countries 
cannot be dismissed even for a second. Against this 
historical background, Pakistan 1s concerned about 
India’s nuclear and missile programs and this 1s a natural 
and understandable reaction. President Legharn has 
insisted that other nations, especially the United States 
and Russia, keep an eye on India’s military designs and 
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try to stop them, The United States and Russia are two 
mayor world powers and the United States is the only 
superpower in the world now. It is expressing concern 
over the proliferation of nuclear weapons in the whole 
world and one of its foreign policy priorities is to stop the 
nuclear weapons and missile race. India is making 
progress in its missile program in front of the whole 
world. It also exploded an atomic bomb 20 years ago. 
According to informed sources, it has the capability to 
make 60 to 65 nuclear weapons. After attaining this 
capability quietly, it is now making progress in the area 
of missiles. According to President Leghari, it has 
acquired the technology and engines to build interconti- 
nental ballistic missiles. This situation is dangerous not 
only to Pakistan and SAARC [South Asian Association 
for Regional Cooperation] countries but to many other 
nations in Asia. It is the duty of the governments that 
claim to support world peace to take notice of this 
Situation and try to understand the truth about the 
turmoil raised in Pakistan. If efforts are not made to stop 
India’s missile program at this time, there will be serious 
danger to the countries in this region. Pakistan should 
formally and regularly inform other countries in the 
world about India’s military and expansionist designs 
and clarify these assumption fully. Defense Minister 
Aftab Sha’ban Mirani said that he has contacted some 
countries and has informed them about India’s missile 
program. This 1s a good step, however, much work 1s 
needed in this area. The government should make it a 
priority to inform the nations around the world about 
the possible results of India’s war craze. We hope that the 
United States, Russia, Great Britain, France, and China 
will seriously consider President Leghari’s warning and 
will take all possible action to control India’s war craze. 


Bhutto's Nepal Visit Reviewed, Analyzed 
944S0310B Karacht JANG in Urdu 26 May 94 p 3 


{Editorial: “Prime Minister's Visit to Nepal] 


{Text] Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto has said that 
Nepal and Pakistan should cooperate to brighten the 
prospects for peace in the area and that the cooperation 
should be based on mutual respect for sovreignty, non- 
interference in internal affairs and mutual relations free 
of tension. Speaking at a reception given by Nepal's 
prime minister Mr. Koirala in her honor, Bhutto said 
that she agreed with her host’s view that relations among 
nations should be based on internationally accepted 
principles. Prime minister Bhutto said that in accor- 
dance with the charter of the United Nations, all differ- 
ences should be solved through negotiations. Nepal's 
prime minister welcomed the prime minister of Pakistan 
and expressed the hope that Bhutto’s visit would open a 
new chapter in cooperation and understanding between 
the two countries. 


Pakistan and Nepal enjoy centuries old historical and 
cultural relations. Both countries are members of the 
organization for South Asia Regional Cooperation 
[SAARC]. Nepal. a land locked country with no direct 
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access to the sea, has to depend on Indian cooperation 
for trade and transportation and has been deeply influ- 
enced by Indian traditions and culture. Nevertheless, 
Nepal demonstrated, to a large extent, freedom of action 
in its foreign policy in general and in relations with 
Pakistan in particular. India had protested loudly that 
Nepal's territory would be used by Kashmir freedom 
fighters as a route of access to Pakistan and India had in 
general tried to keep the government of Nepal under 
pressure but Nepal refused to bow to Indian pressure. It 
is India’s dearest wish that Nepal should support its 
stand on Kashmir but Nepal has wisely refused to do so. 
Nepal's position on the nuclear nonproliferation issue 
has been close to that of Pakistan and Nepal has always 
been in favor of keeping South Asia free of nuclear 
weapons. The present Nepali Congress party 1n office 1s 
considered close to the Indian ruling Indian National 
Congress party. Yet since its accession to office in May 
1991, Mr. Koirala’s party has been successful to a large 
extent in preserving its freedom of action in foreign 
policy. It is in the interests of both Nepal and Pakistan to 
improve both the strength and organization of SAARC 
and, to promote all-round relations among the member 
countries and prevent India from putting pressure on its 
smaller neighbours. When its turn came to convene a 
conference of SAARC leaders, India failed to do so and 
has found various excuses to postpone the conference 
whereas both Pakistan and Nepal want such a conference 
to be held and moreover, would like to make the orga- 
nization more effective and active. It 1s to be hoped that 
as a result of the Pakistani prime minister's recent visit, 
attention will be given to strengthening the effectiveness 
of SAARC and useful decisions will be made. It is also 
hoped that Nepal and Pakistan will take steps to promote 
mutual trade; Pakistan has offered a loan of | million 
dollars to Nepal to be used for buying machinery from 
Pakistan; during her visit to Nepal, prime minister 
Bhutto is expected to raise the loan amount to five 
million U. S. dollars thus facilitating commercial 
exchange between the two countries. The fourth meeting 
of Pakistan and Nepal’s joint ministerial commission is 
going to be held during which the subject of promoting 
cooperation and trade between the two countries would 
be discussed. Nepal is under Indian influence in many 
ways but the freedom of action that it has demonstrated 
in foreign policy gives rise to the hope that the recent 
visit of prime minister Bhutto will improve relations 
between Pakistan and Nepal. It would then be possible 
for Nepal to resist Indian pressure more easily and 
agreement should be reached on various proposals to 
strengthen SAARC. The importance Pakistan attaches to 
SAARC can be gauged from the fact that, at the earliest 
opportunity, the Pakistani prime minsiter has visited a 
SAARC member country. Bhutto 1s the first [Pakistan1] 
head of state in the last 20 years to visit Nepal. It 1s to be 
hoped that this visit will strengthen and widen Pakistan's 
relations in the SAARC region. 


Murtaza Bhutto Impact on Politics Analyzed 
944S80322B Karachi JANG in Urdu 13 Jun 94 p 3 


[Article by Dr. Anwarul Haq: “Murtaza Bhutto and 
Pakistan’s Future’ ] 
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{Text} In every intellectual group, there are debates on 
Murtaza Bhutto and Pakistan’s future. The international 
media is also discussing this subject and external affair 
agencies of various countries also talk about it. There are 
as many opinions as there are mouths. Trying to find 
truth among these assumptions ts like harnessing a lion. 


One groups believes that there is no real conflict or 
serious differences between Mir Murtaza Bhutto and 
Benazir Bhutto. Murtaza Bhutto’s arrest, appearance in 
court, and release on bail after a short period were parts 
of a drama. This group maintains that his hyack of a 
airplane, murder, terrorism, and the attack on the Paki- 
stan Navy are serious accusations and one cannot be 
released on bail unless satisfactory explanations are 
provided. This group has decided that Murtaza Bhutto 
has the blessings of the same powers that have their kind 
hand on the head of the present government. These same 
powers have made arrangements for Iltaf Hussein to live 
in London. These powers support many conflicting 
forces simultaneously and, depending on time and place, 
move them around at will. For example, the MQM 
[Mohajir Quami Movement] was stopped from partici- 
pating in the last National Assembly elections. This 
groups has decided that this is the part of the new 
colonialism. The third world countries are still slaves 
and the decision on their fate is made somewhere else. 


The second group believes that many of the cases against 
Mir Murtaza Bhutto are baseless. This groups says that 
the circulation of eyewitness stories about the airplane 
hijacking appear to be the work of the government. It 
should be remembered that some circles have given the 
good news that the days of parliamentary democracy in 
this country are gone. They maintain that this system has 
failed and the prime minister and the chief ministers 
have become hostages in the hands of the members of 
assemblies. Meanwhile the government 1s misusing the 
national treasury mercilessly and displacing the state 
governments. The PPP [Pakistan People’s Party] votes 
come from a combination of Sindhi nationalists, tradi- 
tional landlords, retractors of parties that oppose the 
PPP, and the secular and anti-Islamic elements. In a 
direct election, the landlord system and the PPP would 
lose in the division of the votes of the opposing groups. 


Another group wishes that while the Bhutto brother and 
sister have serious differences at this time, they will 
reconcile soon and raise the slogan of ““Bhuttoism” and 
thus block Mian Nawaz Sharif’s path. 


Still another groups believes that the fight between the 
brother and sister 1s not only serious but also will get 
worse, and the brother will win in the end. This group 
believes that Mir Murtaza Bhutto made a serious mis- 
take in the beginning and that was that he took part only 
in the Sindh election. Had his followers taken part in the 
election all over the nation, Mir Murtaza Bhutto would 
have gotten the support of loyal people all over the 
country. This groups thinks that the serious workers of 
the PPP are angry at Benazir Bhutto because she had 
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included Ziaul Haq’s legacy in her parliamentary gov- 
ernment. She has fully ignored the sincere workers. 
Instead of confronting the United States and the IMF, 
she has submitted to them. This groups figure that when 
the forces within and without the country will see that 
Benazir’s graph 1s falling, they will put Mir Murtaza 
Bhutto, instead of Nawaz Sharif, on the throne. 


There are various and conflicting opinions about Mir 
Murtaza Bhutto's release and its possible effects. The 
readers can agree with any one of the opinions stated 
above. It is not possible to agree with them all because 
these contradict each other. After these opinions, 
thinking of another would be like “showing a candle to 
the sun.” 


I think that the groups opposing Benazir will form 
ideological unity after some time. Mir Murtaza Bhutto 
himself has predicted that the present government will 
last until December and a national government will be 
formed after that. The present situation seem to be 
heading toward this development. What will be these 
principles and ideologies? | am going to present the 
following proposal. 


I suggest that before we ask for another election, let us 
work together and remove all the defects in our consti- 
tution and the legal system that do not allow establish- 
ment of a honest government or stability in our country. 
The president and the prime minister must be able to get 
at least 50 percent of the votes in the country and tn the 
states. After this, the assembly members will not have 
the sword of a no-confidence motion. Only the people 
will be able to remove them from their offices by a 
referendum. The practice of changing parties must be 
fully stopped. Any member that changes his allegiance 
will lose his membership in the House immediately. 
Every municipal council should have a high court where 
decisions are made speedily. No person should be above 
the law or exempt from appearing in the court. Since the 
IMF has cunningly forced these loans on the people, the 
new government must stop paying interest on these 
loans. This money will be used for the welfare of the 
people. No loan in the future will be taken out without a 
referendum and no loan should be taken out on interest. 
The interest system must be removed gradually and all 
Muslim citizens must be included in the defense of our 
nation. Religious schools must be started in all mosques 
and standards of education be elevated quickly. I believe 
that until our administration system 1s changed, the 
change in faces will not make any difference. It 1s true 
that new faces will be needed to change the system. Will 
Mir Murtaza’s face will be one of them? It 1s hard to say 
at this time. 


Opposition Efforts Against PPP Analyzed 


94AS0309A Karachi AKHBAR-E-JEHAN in Urdu 
S Jun 94 p 10 


[Article by Habib-ur Rehman: “Plans for Nationwide 
Demonstrations Against the Government | 








JPRS-NEA-94-037 
11 July 1994 


[Excerpt] [passage omitted] The opposition meanwhile, 
hopes that prices increase even more. If the prices of 
necessary items go up, it will be easier for the opposition 
to bring the people in the streets demonstrate against the 
government. 


Mr. Nawaz Sharif, the opposition leader, and his asso- 
ciate thought that it would be possible to unite the two 
Muslim League factions and deprive Benazir’s coalition 
government from majority support in the National 
Assembly. Gen. Mirza Aslam Beg (Retd.) did a lot of 
work to unite the Muslim League factions. The goal was 
almost within reach when the Umran Bank scandal 
made Gen. Beg ineffective and he could not succeed. 
Senator Mir Afzal, an influential senator, had made an 
agreement with Nawaz Sharif to remove old misunder- 
standings and agreement in principle was made to unite 
with the Junejo faction of the Pakistan Muslim League 
[PML-J]. However, Nawaz Sharifs whole plan was 
destroyed by timely efforts by Aftab Sherpao and 
Ghulam Mustafa Khar. Mir Afzal had a grudge against 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto because she had not keep 
her promise to appoint him Senate chairman. Another 
reason for Mir Afzal’s getting upset with Benazir was his 
being excluded. The prime minister did not have much 
difficulty in bringing him around. It was enough for Mir 
Afzal that Madam Benazir Bhutto had call him herself 
telling him that she was willing to meet with him. 
Madam Bhutto explained to Mir Afzal that she did not 
nominate him to the position of Senate chairman as 
there was no possibility of his winning it. Asaf Zardari, 
in order to satisfy Mir Afzal’s ego, took the stand that 
they protected him from being defeated by not nomi- 
nating him to the Senate chairmanship, and he should be 
thankful to the prime minister for this consideration. 
Mir Afzal Khan was assured that he will be included in 
the federal cabinet and will be given a portfolio of his 
choice. He was also promised that he will be included in 
all important decisions. Anyhow, Mir Afzal broke up his 
agreement with Nawaz Sharif after only one meeting 
with the prime minister. 


Chowdhery Iltaf Hussain, Punjab’s extremely intelligent 
and astute governor, took care of what was left to be 
done. He played a major role in convincing Manzur 
Vito, Punjab’s chief minister, to raid Nawaz Sharif’s 
house in Model Town. Mr. Vito was explained how this 
would be a commendable service to show his allegiance 
to the PPP [Pakistan People’s Party] by destroying 
Nawaz Sharif’s personal and political character. Mr. 
Vito agreed with Chowdhery Iltaf Hussain and had the 
house raided at night. This action stopped the progress 
toward unity between the Pakistan Muslim League (N) 
and Pakistan Muslim League (J) at least for the time 
being. The political frustrations of Nawaz Sharif and the 
Awami National Party increased when the PPP was fully 
victorious on the political front. It was decided to start a 
decisive campaign against Benazir Bhutto and the coa- 
lition government of the PPP. It was decided that the 
National Assembly members of the Muslim League (N), 
National Awami Party, and other affiliated parties 
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would submit their resignations to the N.A. speaker. If 
these resignations are accepted then instead of general 
elections, mid-term elections would be held. Later, they 
would boycott these mid-term elections to make them 
ineffective by a powerful campaign. Nawaz Sharif and 
some of his political advisors believe that these resigna- 
tions should be submitted before the vote is taken on the 
new federal budget in the National Assembly. Mian 
Nawaz Sharif, his Muslim League supporters, and the 
leaders of the Awami National Party hope that the anger 
of the people is so strong after the new federal budget is 
presented that it will be easy for the opposition to lead a 
strong and prolonged campaign against the government. 
They have contacted MQM’s [Mohajir Quami Move- 
ment] leader Iltaf Hussain to include the MQM in this 
campaign. It is hoped that the president of the MQM will 
want to cooperate so that ways are opened for the MQM 
to have their representation in the legislature in the 
elections that might take place and make up for the loss 
it suffered because of its boycott of the last National 
Assembly election. Senator Ishtiaq Hussain Azhar said 
in a press conference in Islamabad recently that the 
MQM had to boycott the last N.A. elections because of 
the insistence of, or rather threats given by, some mili- 
tary representatives. The threat that “if the MQM takes 
part in the elections there will be large scale bloodshed”’ 
was clearly issued by the military. 


The plan is to submit mass resignations from the assem- 
blies and to start a protest campaign to include the 
political parties in Balochistan that are upset with the 
prime minister because of the appointment of a new 
governor. The new governor, Retired Lieutenant Gen- 
eral Umran Allah Khan, is a Sarhad resident and many 
political parties and leaders have seen his appointment 
as governor of Balochistan as against the rights of the 
Balochis. The Balochistan National Movement and 
Jamiat-i-Ulema-i-Islam (JUI-F) are also protesting this 
appointment. Both these parties had supported the PPP 
at the Center and in Balochistan until now. Both have 
given the ultimatum that if Gen. Umran’s appointment 
is not revoked, they will stop supporting the PPP. This 
new problem related to the governor's position in 
Balochistan can prove a good omen for Nawaz Sharif. 
Meanwhile, Senator Aftab Ahmed Sheikh, deputy con- 
vener of the MQM public relations committee, has 
suggested that Makhdum Amin Fahim be appointed 
chief minister in order to normalize the situation in 
Sindh. The senator said that since high military com- 
manders stationed in Sindh have been transferred and a 
new core commander has been appointed, the chief 
minister should also be “transferred” to improve the 
situation. Makhdum Amin Fahim and Parvez Ali Shah 
are two of the reasonable and accepted PPP leaders in 
Sindh. Appointing either one of these as Sindh’s chief 
minister would help the PPP itself. However, Makhdum 
Ahmed is preferred because he is from Sindh and has the 
political ability to alleviate the problem of increasing 
differences between the urban and rural populations in 
Sindh. Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto has had to pay full 
attention to the proposal presented by Senator Aftab 
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Ahmed Sheikh and the ultimatum issued by the two 
Balochistan parties. Benazir would be greatly helped if 
she convinces the MQM and the angry political parties 
in Balochistan to at least remain neutral if the leaders of 
the Pakistan Muslim League (N) and Awami National 
Party succeed in creating a vacuum by starting the 
protest campaign with mass resignations. There is a 
group in the Pakistan Muslim League (N) that has 
decided not to hurry in submitting resignations and 
Starting the protest campaign. This group is warning 
Mian Nawaz Sharif that the deterioration in country’s 
internal affair will help a third party to take advantage of 
it and deprive the nation of the democracy again for a 
long time. The groups that want to avoid this campaign 
have the support of at least 20 assembly members. 
Chowdhery Nisar Ali Khan, Lieutenant General Abdul- 
mayid Malik, and Malik Naim are considered the leaders 
of this group. These three leaders have also asked the 
PPP leadership to be more cooperative and have advised 
them to accept Mr. Zaffarullah Jamali’s proposal for 
establishing a national government for a specific period. 
Mr. Jamali has proposed forming a government com- 
posed of “clean and noncontroversial” persons approved 
by all the major political parties and groups for two 
years. A national census and voters list should be pre- 
pared under this group’s supervision and national elec- 
tions be held to form a new constitutional assembly. Mr. 
Jamali had discussions with both factions of the Pakistan 
Muslim League and some moderate PPP leaders and 
told them to accept the fact that the political differences 
among the top leaders of all major political parties have 
transformed in to personal feuds. These quarrels also 
spread the poison of animosity among their followers. 
Therefore. in order to save the nation from a major 
crisis, 1t 1S imperative that these party leaders who have 
become symbols of confrontation be convinced or forced 
to give up politics for a few years. Mr Zaffarullah Jamali 
may consider 1t his mission to spread this idea, however, 
there are reasons to believe that the leaders who have the 
power to make and force decisions are also tired of these 
leaders who practice the politics of confrontation and are 
looking for ways to get rid of them. Nawaz Sharif is not 
unaware of this line of thought, however, the main goal 
of his politics 1s to make sure that his political enemies 
also lose power since he 1s not in the government now 
and has no possibility of getting there in the near future. 
He 1s bent upon using the weapon of mass resignations 
from the assemblies and demonstrating his power in the 
streets as a last resort. No doubt his political opponents’ 
penchant for confrontation has plaved an important role 
in pushing him to take this position. The present situa- 
tion and recurring events prove that this dangerous 
hobby has overwhelmed all political ideology. An 
unending series of political mistakes are being com- 
mitted which 1s ruining our national unity. It 1s hurting 
our country’s economy and damaging our prestige at the 
international level. 


We can express our distress at the way MQM'’s offices 
abroad carried out propaganda about violation of human 
rights in Pakistan during President Farooq Ahmed 
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Leghari’s visit to the United States However, we cannot 
accuse the MQM alone of disgracing our nation. The 
people who have been evading the resolution of the 
Sindh issue and are still avoiding it are equally to blame 
for this. The power of opposing political parties in 
Sarhad and Punjab 1s almost equal. Only Allah can help 
this country if in this struggle for power they decide to 
use weapons instead of tongues. [passage omitted] 


Budget Criticized, Shortcomings Claimed 
94.4S80324A Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 5 Jun 94 p 10 


[Editorial: ““A Difficult and Bitter Budget’’] 


[Text] The 1994-95 federal budget for 345 billion rupees 
was introduced in the National Assembly on Thursday. 
This budget shows a deficit of 45 billion rupees and no 
tax has been imposed on petroleum products, edible oils, 
sugar, and other items. However, the excise duty on 
refrigerators, deep freezers, air conditioners, televisions, 
trucks, tires, tubes, and other items has been increased. 
The Defense budget has been increased by 8.6 percent 
and about 100 billion rupees are reserved for it. In other 
words, 101.59 billion rupees will be spent on defense 
services and another 257.9 million rupees for defense 
administration. Budgets usually are cryptograms of fig- 
ures, therefore, we can only say that this budget is even 
more complicated that the previous ones. An average 
person will not be able to understand it quickly. How- 
ever, when they will see an increase in prices after a few 
days, they will realize that this budget 1s very hard and a 
bitter pill which their democratic government has forced 
them to swallow. The government and the supporters of 
the Pakistan People’s Party [PPP] will praise this budget 
and the opposition and non-aligned groups will express a 
very different reaction to this budget. 


Mohammed Nawaz Sharif, the opposition leader, has 
declared the new fiscal budget a catastrophe for the poor 
and said that the poor had been forced to swallow this 
bitter pill as the poor, the laborers, and the farmers have 
been exploited by this budget. Mr. Sartay Aziz, former 
federal finance minister and secretary general of the 
Muslim League, said that this is the mini budget and the 
real budget will come out in three months. This 1s a very 
bitter pill for the poor, because new taxes for 32 to 33 
billion rupees have been imposed. Aijazul Haq. a 
National Assembly member, said that this budget 1s used 
to protect the investors. In addition to Muslim League 
leaders, Professor Ghafur Ahmed Shah, Shah Faridul 
Haq. and other people have expressed the fear that this 
budget will push prices up. Professor Ghafur Ahmed, 
vice president of the Jamaat-i Islami, called the budget 
disappointing and one that has broken the back of the 
poor by increasing prices of cooking gas and cement. 
They will have to face unbearable increases 1n price as 
the result of this budget. Shah Faridul Haq, leader of the 
Jumiat-i Ulema-1 Pakistan [JUP], reacted to the budget 
by saying that it appears that the government does not 
want the people to stay alive. The poor people are 
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already squeezed dry by high prices, and now this new 
budget ts trying to take away their will to live. 


There is no denying that in this time of unemployment and 
high prices, this budget aggravates the problems of the 
poor. The commodities that will have new sales tax will 
have higher prices and the whole burden will fall on the 
consumers. The increase in the prices of cooking gas and 
cement will lead to an automatic increase in prices of many 
other goods. There is no reason for increasing telephone 
rates as these are already very high. The budget announced 
up to a 35 percent increase in government employees 
salaries, but the decision was made to include this increase 
in new Salary scales, which will help these employees very 
little. This increase will be eaten up by the price increase 
that will result from this budget. Therefore, government 
employees in grades | through 16 will be badly affected 
despite the increase in salaries. The government had try to 
give the impression of having a deficit of 45 billion rupees, 
however, actually this deficit 1s 127 billion rupees. After 
using all the foreign loans, aid, and other internal sources, 
the deficit will come down to 45 billion rupees. They will 
try to make up this deficit by printing new currency notes, 
which will adversely effect our economy. 


Madam Benazir Bhutto had promised tn her election 
manifesto that she would decrease unemployment and 
prices if she were elected. However, soon after becoming 
the prime minister, she forgot all these promises. Prices 
and unemployment are on the rise and this budget will 
finish up what is left in this area. The federal finance 
minister, Makhdum Shahabuddin, repeatedly tried to 
blame the former government for this economic crisis 1n 
his budget speech. However, the people will not be 
deceived by this and the government can improve the 
budget situation if it stops depending on loans taken out 
on the advice of international monetary organizations 
and rely on our own resources. Anyhow, this budget 
could cause a serious reaction among the people because 
it will result in an unbearable increase in prices. The 
opposition will try to take advantage of this situation. 
The people are greatly surprised that the budget speech 
was not broadcast live this time and the recorded speech 
was aired after the news broadcast. The people are 
disappointed as the budget proceedings were not aired 
live on the radio or television although arrangements 
were made to do so. They do not understand it and the 
government should clarify the reasons. 


Federal Minister Makhdum Shahabuddin said when pre- 
senting the budget that Pakistan will be developed into the 
most modern industrial center in Asia. The government 
wants to implement political, social, and economic reforms 
to move the country into the 21st century instead of just 
winning some cheap laurels. The federal minsters claim 
appears to be ridiculous when we look at the budget itself. 
Trying to make a country where people are sobbing because 
of unemployment and high prices and which depends 
wholly on foreign loans and aid, into the most modern 
industrial center in Asia appears to be bizarre indeed. 
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Gul Interviewed on Nuclear Program, National Unity 
944S0324C Karachi TAKBEER in Urdu 9 Jun 94 
pp 16-18 


{Gen Hamid Gul interviewed by Rafiq Afghan; place 
and date not given] 


[Excerpt] [Afghan] You said that Pakistan should 
explode a nuclear bomb. Will not we be increasing the 
accusations by our opponents at this time when we are 
experiencing extreme external pressure? 


[Gul] First, it is very important to demonstrate our prowess 
because of the circumstances Pakistan 1s facing. The nation 
is suffering from serious depression, disappointments, and 
uncertainty. We must reinstate our national self-confidence 
if we want to protect our nation. We must stop the unrest 
spreading in our country. Once this 1s done. the leadership 
can take advantage of it and improve the situation even 
further. Then we can convince the people to make sacrifices. 
Second, the noise of the new world order made by the 
United States has perplexed many nations. They are quietly 
upset because of the interference in their internal affairs 
using this slogan as an excuse. However, they do not express 
their opinion openly. China and Iran are two prominent 
nations among these and both of these are considered 
closest friends of Pakistan. They consider Pakistan as 
becoming too submissive to the United States and this 
worries them. By exploding a bomb, we will not only destroy 
the impression of our being submissive to the United states, 
but also will be able to pull back our friends. This way, 
Pakistan's present isolation on the foreign front will end. 


The third important point is that the membership to the 
Nuclear Club will open again in 1995. The countries that 
have demonstrated their nuclear capability by then will 
become members. India has declared itself a nuclear 
power by blasting a nuclear bomb in 1974, and will 
become eligible for membership. If we do not demon- 
strate our capability, we will be left out because demon- 
stration of nuclear capability 1s the real requirement for 
joining this club. 


The fourth issue is that instability in our political system 
is weakening us continuously. The cause of this insta- 
bility is the U.S. belief that it can force the government 
to roll back the nuclear program by weakening it. The 
United States has formed this policy to protect Israel and 
by expressing imaginary fears. That 1s why our bomb has 
been described as the Islamic bomb, and not the Paki- 
stan! bomb. The United States has been demanding from 
every government since Junejo’s time the suspension of 
our nuclear program. Unfortunately, all our govern- 
ments adopted an agreeable attitude toward it. Fortu- 
nately, however, none of these governments was in a 
position to make a decision on the nuclear program 
without the support of the military and the president. 
Thus, this program was protected. Our governments did 
make promises to the United States, but could not follow 
up and would then blame the military and Ghulam Ishaq 
Khan for their failure. That 1s why the United States 
started to develop closer relations with the military and 
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put pressure on the president. In April or May of 1992, 
U.S. official Bartholomew came to Pakistan and asked 
President Ishaq Khan to suspend the nuclear program. 
The president refused to oblige and sent him back. 
Meanwhile, some responsible government officials tried 
to give Bartholomew the impression that they did not 
agree with the president. The same message was commu- 
nicated by the care-taker government and later the 
Benazir government. The American gave President 
Ghulam Ishaq Khan the name of “Mr. Nuke” for his 
efforts to protect the nuclear program. 


Leonard Spector, an expert on nuclear issues in this 
subcontinent, expressed the opinion in Carnegie Insti- 
tute in July 1992 that it would not be possible to stop the 
nuclear program in Pakistan until the political system 1s 
weakened here because various politicians and parties 
do not agree on the nuclear program. 


If we review the later development in the light of 
Leonard's expressed opinion, we will see the full picture. 
The Long March started in September 1992 and was 
completed in April 1993. The result was what we 
expected. This led to a series of weak governments that 
were not in a position to talk with confidence. 


Now, if we explode a bomb, we will get out of this 
weakness imposed on us and will send the message to the 
Americans that we are a responsible nation and are 
independent in making our decisions. Then we can be 
ready to discuss safeguards for controlling our nuclear 
power, but only as an equal 


The fifth reason 1s that the Pressler amendment ts applied 
only to the nations that are trying attain nuclear capability 
for military reasons. This amendment does not cover the 
countries that have already attained nuclear capability. As 
soon as we explode the bomb, we will be out of the sphere of 
this amendment. The most appropriate approach would be 
to have a referendum over our nuclear program. This will 
provide the government a political basis and the people's 
support for this major decision, and the doubts of the people 
about our leaders will also be removed. Our government will 
find it easter to talk to the United States because of the 
referendum. 


[Afghan] Is not it true that India wants to end our 
nuclear program so that 1t can do whatever it wants to? 


[Gul] Look, India and Pakistan accept each other's 
nuclear programs. It has never objected to our nuclear 
program. It is the United States which 1s using Paki .an 
to force India to sign the NPT. If it succeeds 1n pres- 
suring us to sign, India will be next tn line. 


The relations between India and Pakistan at present are 
worse than these were in °48, °65, and 71. However, vou 
have seen that there was no war this time because of the 
nuclear capability of both countries. The simple fact 1s that 
our resources and economy ts not rich enough to match 
India’s military forces using traditional means of defense. 
Only the nuclear option will let us be equal. Therefore, this 
program ts like life and death to us. Also, 1f both countries 
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accept each other's programs, they can agree on something 
that would be more effective than a guarantee given without 
attaining this capability. If the Kashmir issue is resolved 
according to the UN resolutions, we can have lasting peace 
because of this nuclear deterrent. 


[Afghan] How long can the military alone protect this 
program? 


[Gul] Our military feels that its defense needs are in 
danger because of the failure of our foreign policy. The 
military tries on its own to meet those needs. It is not 
necessary that these efforts will succeed because the 
broader interest of the United States and Israel lie in 
Pakistan being weaker and inferior compared to India. 
However, there are times when the United States needs 
us as happened during the Afghanistan jihad. I think that 
the United States will soon need us again because Russia 
is flexing its muscles. It appears that a new cold war will 
begin again. Pakistan should establish a clear and direct 
policy now to take advantage of similar situation. 


[Afghan] Sindh is in a turmoil. The urban areas have 
become a battle ground for opposing political forces. It 
appears that we are moving toward a civil war. How can 
we control this? 


[Gul] We should learn from our own history. Political 
affairs cannot be resolved by using the military or in a court. 


Maulana Mowdudi Rehmatullah Alia was hanged and the 
Jamaat-i Islami was banned during the Ayub era. However, 
this did not help. Yahaya Khan tried to eliminate the 
Awami League using the Jativa Front and other methods. 
The result was the division of our country into two parts. 
Bhutto tr'ed to suppress the National Awami Party with the 
Hyderabad Tribunal and the Balochistan unrest with the 
army, however, he was also unsuccessful. Efforts were made 
to keep the Pakistan People’s Party [PPP] in the background 
during Ziaul Haq’s rule, but these efforts were not suc- 
cessful. Our history teaches us that politics are above the 
law. It is a law unto itself. Politics build a nation and tts 
history. It breaks up countries, unites the people, and 
disintegrates them. It does not obey any penal code. Yester- 
day's traitor becomes today’s hero. Politics should be 
viewed within the framework of political principles as tt has 
its own driving forces and it changes with people's beliefs 
and wishes and is influenced by them. It 1s necessary that we 
be discretionary and keep all the doors open. If we all put 
our heads together, there 1s no reason for not being able to 
resolve all our national problems including that of Sindh. 


All I would like to say in reference to Sindh 1s that it 1s 
important to analyze the basic problems there. How can 
our leadership resolve the issues when it does not try to 
understand the real problems? It is the responsibility of 
the government to provide employment to the people. A 
government should be like a mother. The poor mothers 
cannot give everything to their children, but they love 
them and treat them equally. If the government shows 
love and fairness then the people will be willing to 
tolerate problems. 








JPRS-NEA-94-037 
11 July 1994 


[Afghan] What are the most important and immediate 
needs of the nation at present? 


(Gul] Unity and unity, trust, and focus on organization are 
needed. If we want to control the changing wave of the 
history, we must be united. Our grasp on the wave of history 
is very weak at present. We had many opportunities because 
of the independence of central Asian nations and the 
Muslim awakening, but we missed them all. 


[Afghan] This sounds like a good idea, but how can we 
make it possible? 


{Gul} Our politicians and scholars are divided by person- 
ality worship and group affiliations. I think that we need to 
Start a national campaign that reminds us of the real reasons 
for establishing Pakistan. This campaign should encourage 
equality and fairness in the society and protect national 
interests. This work cannot be done by politicians. Compas- 
sionate Pakistanis who are not bound by political faction- 
alism have to come forward to this work. 


[Afghan] There have been debates going on about 
changing the government system for a long time. The 
problem 1s that regardless of how foolproof a system 1s, it 
cannot run successfully unless it has honest and sincere 
leaders. They are saying that the present parliamentary 
system has lost its effectiveness. Is it true? 


sw.S.5q{[Gul] According to our Constitution, the chief 
administrator of Pakistan 1s Allah Himself. The Consti- 
tution also requires that our laws should be written 
according to the Koran. However, 1n practice we are 
following a path contrary to the constitutional mandates. 
|passage omitted] 


New Navy Warship Reported Completed 
Y41S03224 Karachi JANG in Urdu 6 Jun 94 p 3 


[Editorial: “Building a Naval Ship’’] 


[Text] The Pakistan Navy has completed building a war ship 
with its own resources. The naval engineers finished 
building this war ship which ts capable of quick attacks. 
Three 37mm anti-aircraft guns have been installed on it. 
The Pakistan Navy's success in building this war ship with 
its OWN resources 1S an important step toward self- 
sufficiency. It will help strengthen our defense and reduce 
our dependence on foreign weapons, especially when India 
iS Increasing Its war preparations. The Indian experts are 
paying special attention to strengthening their navy. It 
should be clear that India has not only received submarines 
from Russia and some other countries, but has also started 
building them itself. Pakistan has been a prey of its bellig- 
erence three times, therefore, we must be alert to the 
ambitions of our enemy. India 1s unusually active in putting 
its navy on modern footing at this time and wants to change 
the Indian Ocean into a “Hindu lake.” It has developed so 
much capability that in any war, it can stop access to smaller 
nations. In order to keep our defense lines open, to stop such 
blockades. and to protect our shores, we must strengthen 
our navy to enable it to meet the possible challenges. This 
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way, we will not only protect ourselves from other countries’ 
efforts to blackmail us but also will save foreign exchange 
and create new employment opportunities. We have already 
received news about building submarines here and that is 
welcome news. We must accelerate building of war ships 
and submarines to ensure our safety and defense. 


Decline in Moral, Social Values Seen 


944S0308C Karacht AKHBAR-E-JEHAN in Urdu 
5 Jun 94 p 7 


[Editorial: “Decline of Moral and Social Values’’) 


[Text] When a nation’s moral and social values decline, 
one sees the effect in various spheres of life. On the 
outside, we claim to be the true followers of Islam and 
support the religion which has taught brotherhood, love, 
equality, morality, and fraternity to the people of the 
world. However, our individual life styles are against 
these principles. The individual life of the people creates 
establish the social pride and moral standards that 
makes a nation or social system proud. If we view our 
social life from this perspective, we are disappointed to a 
great extent. We feel not only disappointment but also 
depression. We do not say that just about one group or 
one class, but as the complete picture of our social life. 
Look at anyone from lower to upper class, poor or rich. 
Look at the actions of politicians, the attitude of traders 
and workers. Just look at the way an average person lives 
and you will see every person hurting the moral and 
social character by their actions. Look at the politicians. 
They say one thing and do something else. They preach 
to the others about unity and cooperation, but are always 
ready to compromise honesty to gain power for them- 
selves. They are very busy in acquisition of money tn the 
name of welfare of the nation and its people. Look at the 
business community. Their whole system is different. 
They have neither any feeling for the problems of the 
people nor for the rules and principles of business. All 
they are concerned with 1s amassing wealth even when 
they have to be involved in looting, dishonesty, 
hoarding, and smuggling. The situation 1s even worse in 
the government offices. If you want some legitimate 
work done on its own merit and right, it will be impos- 
sible to get done. However, if you take the path of 
offering bribes, all rules and regulations will be elimi- 
nated and the task, whether legitimate or illegitimate, 
will be done in no time. The situation 1s so bad that 
everyone from the peon to the highest officer demands a 
bribe. That is why those who want their work done 
honestly roam the corridors of these offices for weeks 
and months and still cannot get anything done. It 1s 
appropriate to surmise from these two example that 
morals and social pride are being ignored in every step of 
our daily lives, and we are equal partners in this process. 
True, not all people are the same. We cannot deny the 
fact that there are many ethical, honest, and scrupulous 
people. However, 1f we look at the composite picture of 
our society, that is the picture we get. What are the 
results of this downfall in moral and social character? To 
get an idea, please look at the news published 1n the daily 
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newspapers. The situation in educational institution is 
becoming deplorable. The students are more inclined to 
join protests than to study. Copying is rampant during 
examinations and the teachers and administrators 
cannot say anything because of fear. Crime is so preva- 
lent in our daily lives that all newspapers and magazines 
are filled with these details. Theft, robbery, mugging, 
car-jacking, looting, and stealing from homes have 
become normal practices. According to newsreports, 
there were 59 robberies and 48 cars stolen in Karachi on 
Id [Muslim Festival] and the day after. This is not 
limited to Karachi, incidence of crimes 1s rising all over 
the country. It is possible that there are other reasons 
such as economic woes for this increase in crime. How- 
ever, on the whole the basic reason for these ills is the 
decline and fall of our moral character and social pro- 
priety. It behooves us all to think about it because we are 
equally responsible for the decline of moral and social 
standards and we have to jointly rectify this problem. 


Sentencing of MQM Chief in Absentia Criticized 
94.4S0322DKarachi AMN in Urdu 11 Jun 94 p 3 


[Editorial: “Is This Justice?] 


[Text] The anti-terrorism court, which the government 
has established temporarily, has sentenced MQM 
[Mohajir Quami Movement] leader Iltaf Hussein and his 
missing associates, some who were present in the court, 
to 27 to 30 years in jail for kidnapping Major Kalim, a 
military officer. There were 19 accused persons in this 
case. These included Mr. Iltaf Hussein, Dr. Umran 
Farooq, Mr. Salim Sheh7 d, and Dr Safaddar Baqri. 
Fourteen accused persons were declared absconding and 
they were tried in absentia. The remaining five 
accused—Ishfaq Chief, Haji Jalal Khan, Mr. Javed 
Kazmi, Mr. Khalid Murtaza, and Mr. Hasamuddin 
Jalali—are in jail. The accused persons, including Mr. 
Iltat Hussein, who were declared missing were sentenced 
to 27 years in jail each for various crimes. The accused 
persons who were present in the court were sentenced to 
30 years in jail each. It shows that the court did not 
consider the crimes of the hiding and absconding 
offenders to be more serious. One aspect of this case is 
that none of the present suspects admitted to any crime. 
The prosecution had accused them of kidnapping Major 
Kalim and then torturing him. Mr. Rafiq Ahmed was the 
judge of this anti-terrorism court who gave this decision. 


Without going into the debate of whether or not this case 
was real or fabricated, we should bring to your attention 
the fact that when the Sindh operation was launched, 
some soldiers had killed some innocent Sindhis merci- 
lessly and after declaring them terrorists, some weapons 
allegedly recovered from their persons were also pro- 
duced. After subsequent investigations, it was learned 
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that all the assassinated persons were innocent. Thus, the 
soldiers involved in this incident were court-martialed 
and were sentenced to a few years in jail and not for 27 
or 30 years although they were accused of killing inno- 
cent people. Compared to this, these suspects are only 
accused of kidnapping and beating up Major Kalim. 


Many policemen were accused during recent years of 
killing innocent people in fake police confrontations or 
of killing innocent citizens abusing government 
authority in public demonstrations. However, none of 
them was ever tned or given sentence to serve eight or 
ten years in jail. All this shows that [Pakistani] law does 
not treat all persons equally. 


Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto had called such courts, that 
are not regular courts but established for specific purposes, 
“kangaroo courts.” The judges of these courts are not 
appointed by the high court but by the government. She 
used to say for this reason that one cannot expect justice 
from such courts because the government is the plaintiff in 
the cases tried there and the judges are also appointed by it. 
Since the plaintiff and the judge are the same party, it is not 
possible to give a decision that 1s contrary to the wishes of 
the plaintiff. Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto’s government 
has given importance to the decision made by the courts she 
used to call kangaroo courts. 


A few days ago, Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto had told 
a Jiddah newspaper, the ARAB NEWS, in an interview 
that she would guarantee a fair hearing to Mr. Iltaf 
Hussein should he decide to return home. If he wishes, 
he could bring representatives of the Islamic Conference 
and Amnesty International with him. Even the ink on 
her statement had not dried when the anti-terrorist 
court’s decision was made. This decision gave a 27 years 
sentence to Mr. Iltaf Hussein and his associates in the 
Major Kalim case. According to Major Kalim’s sworn 
statement, Mr. Iltaf Hussein and MQM’s Secretary Gen- 
eral Dr. Umran Faroog were not even present at the site. 


If the prime minister was sincerely opposed to these kan- 
garoo courts, she should have made elimination of such 
courts a priority. However, she has been a silent spectator of 
the activities of such courts for about eight months. If her 
claim was sincere about guaranteeing Mr. Iltaf Hussein of a 
fair trial, it was her duty to order moving these cases from 
special courts to regular courts. However, she did not do 
that. That is why the opposition maintains that her words 
and actions do not match. She has lost her credibility and 
none of the opposition leaders is willing to trust her. This 
situation, however, was created by Madam Bhutto herself, 
We cannot blame anyone else for that. 


The fact that cannot be discredited is that no kangaroo 
court or political whiz can remove MQM leader IItaf 
Hussein from the political scene. If someone wants to 
avoid self-deception, then he must become realistic. 
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